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PREFACE, 



The writer of the following pages has had in view the collection and 
preservation of reminiscences of the early days when the town and county of 
Peterborough were first settled. This portion of the task' seemed incom- 
plete^ without a summary of leading events in town and county to the 
present time. He has endeavoured to approach (he subject as impartially, 
and to record the facts as accurately as possible. The events ol the earlier 
years were gathered from such of the first settlers as still survive, and 
although, as might be expected, slight discrepancies were sometimes found 
in the recollections of these difierent observers, these were only upon minor 
matters of trifling import ; so that the general details may be relied on as 
correct. For the events of later years, and especially since 1845, 
printed and official documents have been to some extent available ; but it 
is to be regretted that in none of our public offices has much attention been 
shewn to preserve and hand down to futurity, current and evanescent 
records of the time, which will, by and by, be of rare value and historic 
interest. 

Whether the facts here recorded (most of them for the first time) were 
of sufficient interest and importance to justify their col)e6tion in pfermanent 
form ; and whether the task has been accomplished in a proper and worthy 
manner, must be left to the public to decide ; to whom it is now oflfered, to 
be judged upon its merits. 

Peterborough, January 2nd, 1867. 
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A SKETCH 



OP 



THE EARLY SETTLEMENT 

AND SUBSEQXJENT PROGKBSS OF 



AND EACH TOWNSmP IN THE 



COUNTY OP PETERBOROUGH. 



CHAPTER I. 



A PIONEER CHAPTER. 

Prior to Uie year 181B, that portion of Canada now known as the 
floaricdung County of Peterborongk, was oovered by an unbroken forest, 
in wbioh the settler's axe had never echoed, and whdro, save the homeless 
Indian or the adventurous hunter, the foot of man had scarcely pene- 
trated. 

In that year, a small body of emigrants sailed from En^and, some of 
whom, braving the perils of the bush, found their way into the township 
of Smith, then but recently surveyed. This was in the Autumn of 1818 ; 
the pioneers finding an inlet by way of Rice Lake and the Otonabee river, 
for as yet, and for long after, there was no semblance of a road through 
the wooded wilderness stretching away between the frontier settiements 
and their new home. 

The merit of the first settlement in the county belongs to the township 
2 
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of Smith, and in connection with that township, in a future page, will be 
found the names of those brave men^ and such account as we have been 
able to gather, of the incidents, difficulties and privations attending their 
early settlement in the bnah. - 

In May 1819, a party of gentlemen from " the front " came up the 
Otonabee in a skiff, for the purpose of selecting a mill site, and otherwise 
"prospecting'' in the n^w townships. These were Charles Fothergill, 
Esq., at one time M. P. P. for Durham, Thomas Ward, Esq., of Port 
Hope, Clerk of the Peace for the District, John Farrelly, Surveyor, Adam 
Scott, Millwright, and Bamabas Bletcher. Mr. John Edmison, now of 
Smith, then an intending settler, who had abready drawn a lot of land at 
hazard, accompanied them. 

They landed just above Spauiding's bay, at a spot which was afterwards 
a steamboat landing, and near the site in after years of the steam saw 
mill of Messrs. Shaw and Fortune, the chimney of which alone is now 
standing. Scott here discharged his gun, and then by means of the flint 
of the lock a fire was kindled, the party assisting in gathering wood for 
the purpose. After a lunch, which sufficed for supper, they lay down 
around the fire, beneath the spreading branches of the trees and slept. 

Next morning Edmison and Ward started for Mud Lake, following the 
blaze on the trees along the communication line, and sharing the meals of 
some of the settlers of the previous year. Ward was the owner of the 
land comprising the site of the present village of Bridgenorth ; and having 
accomplished their object, they returned to the scene of their open air 
encampment. Here the other prospecting party were found in good 
spirits, and discussing the project for a future mill. By damming up the 
creek which still traverses the ate of the Town, and conveying the water 
along a short excavation to the steep bank of the Otonabee river, an 
eligible mill-site would be obtained, and at a trifling cost compared with 
the expense of attemptmg to control the rapidly descending waters of the 
Otonabee, at any point in the neighborhood. 

Well pleased with the results of this exploration visit, the party passed 
down the river, and across Kice Lake on the same evening. The little 
piece of engineering thus projected was successfully carried out, and in 
about two years Mr. Adam Soott had a small saw and grist mill in opera- 
tion under one roof. The same water privilege is stiU in use, though 
turned to much better account in the large frame mill in active operation 
on the comer of King and Water streets. 
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^ *^ Further reference will be made to this first mill, which, though ueces- 

'^ sarily a small structure, and the machinery imperfect, was neyertheless a 
^'^ great boon to the early settlers. 

A reference to the first settlers in their several localities will be made 
, ' as our task progresses. A cursory allusion to the settlement in Smith 

j^. seemed necessary here, in order to preserve in the reader's mind the relative 

/;^ date of events which occurred prior to the survey or settlement of the 

Town, or the advent of the Immigration of 1825, to which we now ad- 
dress ourselves. 

I'd. .^.....^ 



CHAPTER II. 

THE IMMIGRATION OF 1825. 

Not only was the Town of Peterborough without a single inhibitant in 
the Spring of 1825, save Mr. Scott, the proprietor of the mill and a 
workman or two who assisted him, but the settlers in the adjoining town- 
ships were few, and their prospects far from encouraging. Two families 
only were settled in Douro, those of Robert Reid, Esq., and the Honble 
Thos. Alex. Stewart, afterwards a life member of the Legislative Council 
of Upper Canada. Besides the little colony in Smith already referred 
to, a few adventurous settlers had found their way into Otonabee, Aspho- 
del, Monaghan and Emily, but very little land had been brought into 
cultivation. The country languished and many even of the best settlers 
felt despondent as to the prospects of the ftiture.* 

Up till this period the entire number of settlers occupying the town* 
ships north of Bice Lake did not exceed five hundred.f During the 
autumn of that year a large accession was made to their numbers by an 
Emigration on an extensive scale chiefly irom the south of Ireland, con- 
ducted by the Hcmble Peter Robinson, under the auspices of the British 
government, which greatly conduced to the speedy settlement and improve- 
ment of the country-t Four hundred and fifteen families availed them- 
selves of the advantages thus afforded them, comprismg in all 2,024 souIs.|| 

«Capt RtOnOf^ Bvidenoo before the Connitlee of the Brit Pw,-«1647. doeetien MSS. 
tCopt Rabidge's evidence before the Impeml Emifnition Gomnittee in 1817, m quoted in a 
pemphlet " Ireland and Canada,** by Sir Robert Wilmot Horton, Bart. , O. C. H. Pa^e il. 
tCapt,Rttbidg«*e evidence 1847* Qneition 3,6C6. 

11 Horton's ^- Ireland and Canada. ** Vage 34. 

2* 
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Tb^ ships laden with the emigrants sailed from Cork in May, 1S25, 
and after a very speedy passage, in only one case exeeeding 31 days, 
arrived at Quebec, from whence they were immediately forwarded to 
Kingston. Here they remained for neayly two weeks, mostly in tents, 
and owing to the intense heat oi the season many of them suffering from 
fever and ague. Mr. Robin^n in the meantime had sailed from Liver- 
pool to New York, and proceeded from thence to Toronto by way of 
Niagara.^ We mention thk as illustrating the round about manner of 
reaching the capital of Canada from Gre^t Britain in those days, compared 
with the direct routes and expedition of the present time. 

Having procured from the Surveyor General such information as he 
could, in reference to the la^ds he was about to settle, he proceeded to 
Cobourg and thence to Peterborough, or " Scott's plains " as it was then 
called, and spent six days in exploring the townships, aided by Mr., after- 
wards Colonel, McDonell, whom he describes as ^^ an intelligent aod respect- 
able young man well acq[uainted with the country." In tlie minutes of his 
evidence taken be&re the Emigration Committee in London in 1827,t we 
find the following narrative of subsequent events : — " On the 11th August," 
said Mr. Bobinson, ^^I embiurked five hundred on board of a steam*boat, and 
landed them the next day at Cobourg on Lake Ontario, a distance of one 
hundred miles ; the remainder of the settlers were brought up in the same 
manner, the boat making a tarip each week. Our route from Cobourg to 
Smith, at the head of the Otonabee Biver, lay through a country as yet 
very thinly inhabited ] the road leading from Lake Ontario to ihe Eice 
Lake (12 miles) hardly passable, and the Otonabee Biver in many places 
very rapid, and the water much lower than it had been known for many 
years. The first thing I did was to repair the road, so that loaded wag- 
gons might pass ; and in this work I received every assistance from the 
magistrates of the District, who gave me fifty pounds from the District 
funds j and this sum, together with the labor of our people, enaUed m^ 
to improve the road in ten days so much that our provisions and baggage 
could be sent across with ease, and three laige boats were transported on 
wheels from Lake Ontario to the Bice Lake. The Otonabee Biver is 
navigable for twenty-five miles, although in many places it is very rapid, 
and at thia season there w« not w«ter enough to float & boat of the 
ordinary constructitm over some of the shoals. To remedy this difficulty, 

* Mr. Robinson's evidence before Select Committee ef the Imperial ^^ieaneiit. Iliivd Report 
1827. Page 346. 
t Third Report of Select Committee, 1827» Page 346. > 
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I had a boat bailt of saeh diiuMkiioiis as I thought migfat best answer to 
ascend the rapids, and had her complied in #ig}it days. So raudi de- 
pended upon the soooeas of this e^^eriment that I f^lt great anxiety tintil 
the trial was made; and I oaooot eoqpreas the happiness I felt at finding 
that nothii^ oould more iiiUy have answered dor purposes, aiid thb boat^ 
sixty feet in length and eight feet wide, earryii^ an immense burthen, 
could be more easily worked up the stveam, than one of half the size 
carrying oomparatively nothing. Now that I had opened the way to the 
depot at the head of the rivtf , there was no other difficulty to surmount 
than that which arose from the prarailing sickness, the fever and ague, 
which at this time was as eononon among the dd setdere as oursdy^s. 
The first party I ascended the river with consisted of twenty men of the 
country, hired as axe-men, and thirty of the healthiest of the settlers; 
not one of these men escaped the sgue and fever, and two died." 

The boat alluded to was flat bottomed, and was propelled by several oars 
at each side. It would carry between twenty and thirty persons with a 
large amount of luggage, and, with hard work, tiie distance &om Qore's 
landing to '^ Scott's plains" oould be made kt a day. * The landing place 
was that before mentioned, just above Spaulding*s Bay, and at the spot 
afterwards used as a steamboat landing. 

Immediately on arriving here with their slender store of worldly goods, 
the immigrants set about constructing rude huts or wigwams, composed of 
slabs, bark, or the branches of trees, and sods, to shelter them from the 
weather during the interval which must elapse before they could be located 
upon their lands in the neighboring Townships. As one boat load after 
another was discharged upon the landing, ajad the crowd of immigrants in- 
creased, the <^ plms" bcfon to present a lively and animated appearance. 
The temporary huts were dotted here and there in groups, <»- singly, as the 
attraction of acquaintance or the fiusilities of aheltor ofiered, while the bustle 
consequent upon landing and the details of peifecting the arrangements^ 
and above all, the novelty of the present^ and (he unoertamty of the future, 
must have deeply impressed the minds of the mere thoughtful and obsa*v- 
ing as they gaxed upon the scene. 

The buildings erected bgr Ut Bohmm m his vrival, to serve as a 
residence for hhnself, his olerks a«4 MHMits> irwell.10 thoM used as store- 
houses and offices, will be inferred to hereafW, and described, both as to 
their appearance and location, in the ohaptet treating more especially of the 
early settlement of the Town ^f Peterborwi^. 
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Among tiiose who aanBted Mr. Bolmisfm in dispensing the OoTernment 
rations was Wesley Bitehie and Captain John Annstrong, who subsequent- 
ly settled in Dooro. These ratioiis oonsiBted of one pound of pork and one 
pound of flour for eaoh person over 14 years of age, half a pound of these 
to children between five and 11 years* A pound of meat and flour was 
also allowed to every four children under five years of age, — a description 
of food to whi<^ they were unaocustomed, which more than supplied their 
wants, and the surplus of which was not unfrequently exchanged for whis- 
key or other less injurious commodities. These rations were continued for 
a period of 18 months,* the chief portion of the provisions having to be 
brought in from Gobouig and elsewhere akmg the fronti^. 

The task of locating the emigrants, Mr. Bobinsbn speaks of as ^^ by far 
the most troublesome and laborious part of the service." In this he was 
ably assisted by Mr. Alexander McDonell, (subsequently Colonel of Militia) 
Mr. John Smith, and by Capt. Rubidge, R. N., who in 1819 had settled 
in Otonabee, nine miles south of Peterboro*. The ktter gave his services 
gratuitously, and rendered efficient aid in locating the immigrants in Oton- 
abee, and subsequentiy conducted two later immigrations on a smaller scale, 
to which reference will be made hereafter. 

The plan adopted was to send out the immigrants in groups, accompanied 
by one or more guides, to examine the land and choose their locations. One 
hundred acres of land was allotted to each fkmily of five persons, and a lot 
having been chosen was set down in the name of the head of the family. 
In some instances, even the sons, if they were grovm up and of a certain 
age, received 100 acres of land also.f Contracts were then let by Mr. 
Robinson, to former settiers and others to erect a shanty upon each lot, at 
an average cost of 810 each{ ; roads were hastily cut through the forest, 
and a few oxen and horse teams purchased by Mr. Robinson to transport 
the immigrants and their luggage to their new homes. The greater number 
of oxen and horse teams engaged in this WOTk, however, belonged to old 
settlers south of Rice Lake, hired for this purpose, and brought up through 
the bush in the best way they could. A great deal oi expense and incon- 
venience might have been spared, as Capt. Rubidge pointed out in his 
evidence before the aeleet ooBnaittee of the British Parliament in 1847, 
had roads been prervioudy oat, ami hftuaes of aooommodation provided at 



•Capt. Rnbidge'i evidence before the Imperial Bmiffimtioo Committee, 1847. Qaettion Wtf. 

tn>id. Qneetionaim. 

tCapt, Rubidfff^Report ofee^ct oonmHtee, 1847. Pa^ j»8. 
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several pointe. But all these t^mteu^MA^ had to be provided gimtiltane- 
oudy, and at a time when proviEdons were nnnaaally dear. 

* With the exception of a few families who remained in Peterborough, (or 
rather on << Soott's plains/' as it was still called) during the winter, ihe 
entire number of immigrants were located on their lands during the Autumn 
of 1825. Each family was then supplied with a cow, an axe, an auger, a 
handsaw, a hammer, 100 nails, 2 gimlets, S hoes, 1 kettle, 1 frying pan, 
1 iron pot, 5 bushels of seed potatoes, and 8 quarts of Indian Com. 

But though these poor immigrants were thus provided for in a manner 
which would now be considered more than sufficient for their necessities, 
they had still difficulties and discouragements enough to overcome. Fif- 
teen of their number had died during the passage to Quebec, and eighty- 
seven more after their arrival in Canada, up to March, 1826. That scourge 
of the early settler, fbver and ague, assailed them almost from the moment 
they arrived in the country, and many strong hearts were unnerved, and 
vigorous forms prostrated, by it during the first few seasons. Scarcely a 
family escaped, and sometimes the entire housdiold shook for months, till 
they were hardly able to hand each other a drink of water. Eleven funerals 
from the immigrants took place in Kingston in a single day, where dysentery 
waa combinkl with fever, and a number of families were detained at Co- 
bourg from the same cause, till nearly every family had to mourn its dead. 
In the remoter settltoents, where medical aid could not be procured, the 
most loathsome draughts were used, in eriear, if posable, to mitigate the 
disease, but as clearances were made, and dampness eliminated from the soil, 
its effects diminished, till of late years, except in localities peculiarly favor- 
able for its production, it is comparatively rare. 

The total number of these immigrants and their families is shewn as 
follows* : — 

Embarked at Cork in May, 1825 2,024 

Joined in Canada , , 12 

Bom do. up to March 15, 1826 33 

Total 2,069 

A surgeon of the Royal Navy was on board of each ship, and accom- 
panied the immigrants to their destination. Among these were the late Dr. 
Connin, Dr. Reade, and others whose names we have not learned. 

'Appendix to Report of Select Committee of Britiah Fuliamtm, 1837. P. sm. 
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I%e Mlowing tabular stalraM&i oon^nfed fnfm offioial so^^'ees, wiH be 
found interesting : — 





Men. jWom'n 

1 


Chad'n 


Total. 


Located in Newcastle Distriot 

do Bathur^. , ,. 


621 512 
15 1 15 


745 
25 


1878 
55 


do with friends at Quebec 


2 




2 


do da MjtHxtr^ 

do do KingstoA 

Absent without leave, supposed gone to U.S. 

Died on passage to Canada 

Died since arrival ip Canada 


8 
2 
1 
2 
29 




6 

i' 

2 
12 


12 

' 2" 

11 
46 


26 

2 

4 

15 

87 




^0 


548 


841 


2069 



The immigrants were, not imiialxirally, r^arded at first with coldness and 
distrust by the previous settkors, and it has been said of them that, while 
their rations lasted, thay coojteiited theiBaelves in idleness and sloth, and 
only put forth the esLcrtions neeessaiy to persons commencing life in a new 
country, when competed to do so by the catling <^ of their supfdies. But 
the falsity of this calumny is sufficiently shewn by the official returns of 
the products of their fijrst yeav's labor ; the £u^ of which were collected by 
Mr. Eobinson, and their eorre^ness vouched for by him to the Emigration 
Committee before referred to. These axe shewn to be as follows : — 

SUMMARY OP FIRST YEAR'S PRODUCE, RAISED BY THE IMMIGRANTS.* 



TOWNSHIPS. 



Douro 

Smith 

Otonabee 

Emily 

Ennismore. . . 
Asphodel. . . . 



it 



m 

51 

142 

67 

36 



I 



FRODTJOE RAISED IHIS YEAR. 



O Q 

^ 



1131 
186 
351 i 
195 j 
113 ' 



8251 
4800 
10500 
22200 
8900 
0150 



4175 
1550 
4250 
7700 
3000 
2850 









1777 
637 
1395 
3442 
1042i 
1733 



80i 

401 

38 

44i 

44i 

86 



Maple 
Sugar, 



1159 
889 
1419 
2880 
1330 
1345 



PURCHASED 
BY THEMSELVES. 



t)0 

O 

W 

22 
21 
11 
47 
10 
32 



*Third Report of the EmifnukHi CommittM, 9riti4i Pftrlinment, \Ban. Pnge 431. 
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£3,389 19 





640 11 


6 


1,395 16 


3 


828 
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The early industry of the immigrant settlers will further appear from 
the following : — 

ESTIMATED VALUE OF THE PRODUCE OF THE LABOR OF THE IMMIGRANTS 
OF 1825, ON THE 24th NOVEMBER, 1826. 

1386^ acres of Land cleared and fenced at £4 per acre £5,548 

67,799 bushels of Potatoes, at Is. 

25,623 bushels of Turnips, at 6d. 

10,438 bushels of Indian Corn, at 2s. 6d. 

363^ acres of Wheat, sown in the autumn of 1826, at 

£2 per acre, 
9,067 lbs. of Maple Sugar, at 4d. 
40 Oxen, purchased by their labour, at £7 each 
80 Cows, ditto, ditto, at £4 10s. each 
166 Hogs, ditto, ditto, at 15s. each 

Total, Halifax Currency £12,524 19 
An attack was made upon the loyalty and patriotism of the immigrants 
in the Colonial Advocate, of December 8th, 1826, a newspaper then 
published at York (Toronto) by the late William Lyon Mackenzie, 
which furnished the occasion not only for a triumphant vindication of 
their character in this respect, but also for the most ample assurances of 
their general good character and amiable deportment. The following was 
the paragraph which appeared in the Advocate : — 

" Mr. Robinson's Irish Settlers. — We have information which may 
be depended upon, stating that these people have an ardent desire to go to 
the United States, and that they frequently desert. No less than thirty 
of them decamped lately in one night. 

To how much more useful a purpose might £30,000 have been expended 
than in recruiting in Ireland for the United States soldiers by Canadian 
Councillors I" 

Prompt and satisfactory denials of the truth of this slander were at 

once published, and are still to be found in the printed documents relating 

to this emigration. Two of these were immediately forwarded to the 

Weekly Register, a London Journal, for insertion, the first by Thomas T. 

Orton, Esq., of the " Land Register Office," Port Hope, and the second by 

James Fitzgibbon, Esq., of York. In the communication of the latter 

the following paragraph occurs : — 

^^ When it is considered that some of these settlers are mechanics, and 
3 
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all of them utter strangers to the forests of America, that the men and 
women could find employment and good wages every where between the 
settlement and New York City, it is only to be wondered at, that many 
of them have not spread themselves over these Provinces and the neigh- 
boring States* This, however, they have not done, nor have I learned 
(during a recent visit to them) that they have done any other act since 
their arrival amongst us, for which I or any other countryman of their's 
need blush."* 

LETTER FROM HON. THOMAS A. STEWART, M. L. C, OP DOURO. 

The following is a copy of a published letterf to the Rev. James Crowley, 
a Roman Catholic Clergyman, from the Hon. Thomas Alexander Stewart, 
who is described as ^^ a very respectable gentleman, and a magistrate, 
residing in the midst of the Irish Immigrants " : — 

To the Rev, Mr. Crowley : 

DouRo, January 20th, 1826. 
Dear Sir -.^ — I beg to transmit the following statement. Some days 
ago I perused a paragraph in the Colonial Advocate relating to Mr. 
Robinson's Immigrants, stating that thirty had left this in one night and 
gone to the United States, and that the rest were inclined to go also. 
This I oouceive to be entirely false and without foundation. I am here 
living in the very midst of them ; from twenty to thirty pass my door 
almost every day. I visit the camp every week, and at all times I take 
an opportunity of conversing with them on their affairs. I have always 
found them satisfied and happy. Some of them have told me with tears 
in their eyes that they never knew what happiness was until now. In 
general they are making great exertions in clearing land, and the exertions 
have astonished many of the old settlers. I conceive that this is in gen- 
eral owing to the great care Mr. Robinson has shown in r^ard to their 
complaints, and studying their wants. Not one complaint has there been 
against them by any oft\e old settlers, and it is the general opinion that 
where so large a body of people are brought together none could conduct 
themselves better. When we heard of their coming among us we did not 
like the idea, and immediately began to think it necessary to put bolts and 
bars on our doors and windows ; all these fears have vanished. These 
fears I must acknowledge were in consequence of stories that were circu- 
lated before their arrival in this part, which have all turned out to be 

« Appendix to Report of Select Committee, Bnt. Fftr., 1836. Fftge 286. 
tibid. Page 287. ■ 
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equally false wiUi those of the Colonial Advocate. Mr. Bobinaon has 
also been partieukrly fbrtunate in his choice in the Medical Depajrtmant, 
as the care, hamanity and great ^attention shewn by Dr. Beade could not 
be exceeded. I could say much more but the fact will speak for itself." 
(Signed,) THOMAS ALEX. STEWART. 

We cannot conclude this cursory sketch of the chief incidents connected 
with the location of the immigrants of 1825, without at the same time 
placing on record the zeal and ability with which the Hon. Peter Robinson 
conducted the immigration with which he was entrusted, and the uniform 
kindness and attention to the wants and necesmties of the families under 
his charge. That he was respected and beloved by those towards whom 
he had a difficult and kying duty to perform, is prominently shown not 
only by their public expressions at the time, but also by the grateful xecfA- 
lections they still cherish, and the reminiscences they still repeat, embody- 
ing similar sentiments. So impressed were the Emigration committee of 
the British Parliament with Mr. Robinson's success that they " expressed 
their sense of the zeal, ability and discretion " with which he effected the 
location of the two bodies of Emigrants in 1823 and 1825,* the former 
haying been directed towards the Bathurst, and the latter to the Newcastle 
District. But we are not without other witnesses to the truth of this 
statement. About the year 1830, Mr. John Richards was sent out by the 
British Gk)vernment as a commissioner " to enquire into the circumstances 
of the Emigrants who went out in 1823 and 1825," and in a letter to Sir 
Robert Wilmot Horton, Bai-t., dated London, March 1st, 1831, among 
other things he states : "I was two or three days at Peterborough, during 
which time, perhaps, thirty or forty settiers, and some with their families, 
came in to see Mr. Robinson, and the manner in which they met him was 
quite affecting ; it was more to bless him as a benefactor than to receive 
him as a visitor, "f 

The statement thus made was confirmed^ by Captain Rubidge, R. N., 
in evidence offered in 1838, in reply to questions propounded by Sir R. 
W. Horton. Such testimony, from such a source, must have been highly 
gratifying to Mr. Robinson, to his brother Sir John B. Robinson, late 
Chief Justice of Upper Canada, as well as to his numerous friends both 
in England and Canada. 

• Sir B. W. Horton'8 ''iroliDd and Conodf .»* London, 1890. Fkige 39. 
t Sir R. W. Horton's <' Ireland and Canada," pare 23. 
3* 
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The difficulties of the immigrants when once located on their lands were 
common to those of other settlers in the bush, and these will be referred 
to hereafter in the proper place. But there are doubtless many other in- 
cidents and reminiscences specially relating to the immigration^ which, at 
this remote period of writing, and in the absence of personal knowledge 
on the part of the writer, or of documentary evidence set down by others 
at the time, cannot now be recalled. 

It was remarked by Capt. Kubidge in 1847, in his evidence already 
referred to, and the statement is fully borne out by subsequent observa- 
tion, that the immigrants improved most rapidly, and were more prosper- 
ous in townships in which they were intermingled with English and Scotch 
settlers, (as in Otonabee for instance) than in others almost exclusively 
occupied by themselves.*. 

Whatever opinions may now be entertained as to the relative, advan- 
tages, ultimately, to a section of country settled by immigrants to whom 
free grants of land are necessarily accorded, compared with other, portions 
where a certain amount of capital is possessed, and the lands are purchased 
by the intending settler, there can be no doubt but that the immigration 
of 1825 to the Newcastle District, gave a great impetus to the settlement 
of this county, and laid the foundation of that material progress and 
prosperity of which we are now so justly proud. In confirmation of this 
statement, if such be necessary, we refer again to the evidence of Capt. 
Rubidge before the Committee of the British Parliament. In reply to 
the question, " In what way did the Emigration of 1825, under the super- 
intendence of the Hon. Peter Robinson, affect your township, (Otonabee) 
as well as others on the North side of Rice Lake?"— Capt. Rubidge re- 
plied : — 

" We all felt highly indebted to the British Government, who, by plant- 
ing these Emigrants amongst us, encouraged us to cast aside our despon- 
dency, and ensured to us brighter prospects. Upwards of 2000 souls 
were added to our population ; an excellent Mill was built at the expense 
of the Government, since bought by private individuals ', leading roads 
were cut out in all directions and a steamboat in operation. Where at 
that time one old house stood, the Town of Peterborough grew up as if 
by magic, and it now (1838) contains two churches, two meeting houses, 
probably 150 houses, and 900 inhabitants. Speculators flocked to the 

« Minutes of Evidence before ihe Select Committee; &c., 1817. Ques. 2680. 
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neighboring townships in all directions, milk were built — stores opened-— 
and life, bustle and civilization went on with spirit. Had it not been for 
this fortuitous acoession of population we must have dragged on a lethargic 
existence with doubtful prospects of improvement."^ t 



CHAPTEB III. 

THK TOWN OF PETERBOEOUGH. 

A, reserve was made in the survey of the township of North Monaghan 
in 1818, for the site of the future town of Peterborough ; but it was not 
until 1825 that the Town plot was laid out by actual survey, by Bichard 
Birdsall, Esq., Surveyor, under the direction of the Hon.Zaccheus Bum- 
ham, to whom this task, together with the survey of some of the neigh- 
boring townships had been assigned. At that time, the future importance 
of the place was no doubt dimly foreshadowed in the minds of a few far- 
seeing men ; but the prospect of a town ever being built, or indeed any- 
thing more than a mill,, and perhaps a store, in what seemed so remote a 
situation, was regarded as incredible, and was scarcely seriously enter- 
tained among the settlers in the adjoining wilderness. 

In the Spring of 1825, the site of the Town was still in a state of 
nature. The ground west of the creek was densely wooded with a heavy 
growth of pine, interspersed with beech and maple ; while between that 
stream and the Otonabee river, the character of the soil was that known 
as " plains," and the trees were of stunted oak and scrubby pine, inter- 
spersed with smaller brush-wood and occasional grassy spots, some of 
which bore traces of the Indian's camp or the hunter's solitary fire. 

As seen now, the site of the town is generally level, with occasional un- 
dulations. Such could hardly be said of it at the time of which we write. 
There were then elevations and depressions more or less strongly marked, 
which the tastes or the necessities of an active and progressive settlement 
h(ive filled up or laid loW. The swampy margins of the creek before re- 
ferred to, have been filled up, and that useful stream restrained in great 
part within its proper channel. The lot forming the south-east corner of 

• »ir R. W. Horton's " Ireland and Canada," Iiondon, 1839. Paje 41. 
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Oeorge and Hunter streets was low and wet, and here, at certain seasons, 
water collected, forming a stagnant pool. Over most of the ground east 
of the ereek huckleberries flourished, and grew with especial luzurianee 
amid the stunted trees and shrubbery which coTered the beautifol hill 
now adorned by the county buildings. The wild flowers peculiar to a 
plainy soil were not wanting here, and lent their gorgeous hues to decorate 
the scene ; but fruit and flower were speedily crushed out by the iron heel 
of Civilization, which, while it marred the wild richness of nature, fur- 
nished a new mart for the products of industry and a new emporium for 
the wealth and enterprise of man. 

During the four or five years preceding 1825, the little mill erected by 
Mr. Adam Scott on the bank of the Otonabee, (comer of King and Water 
streets,) had been in operation. It was a frame structure of about 18 by 
24 feet, and shook under the vibration of the machinery. Within this 
small space was fitted up a run of very common mill stones, and a single 
upright saw. Without wishing to disparage the enterprise which estab- 
lished this poor apology for a mill, in the heart of the wilderness, it must 
still be confessed, that neither in gristing nor sawing, was it adequate to 
supply even the limited requirements of the few early settlers of that 
period. In addition to this defective mill, an equally impotent distillery 
was carried on in a small house in the vicinity. In the absence of a 
metallic " worm " the vapor was passed through a long wooden tube, 
cooled by the application of water, and thus condensed, the aqueous spirit 
oozed from the further extremity. No means of rectification were avail- 
able, and the whiskey thus produced contained the empyreumatic oil and 
other impurities, which, as well as the disagreeable flavor these occasion, 
the whiskey drinker of that day had to endure as best he could. But 
though lacking in some of the higher qualities (?) which even the " tangle- 
leg" whiskey of the present day possesses, it was quite adequate for the 
chief purpose intended, and would intoxicate as surely, as the most 
elaborate product of improved machinery and modem skill. 

The little mill continued to do such gristing and sawing as it could, up 
till the year 1834, when it was improved, and a brewery and distillery 
added and carried on by Messrs. Hamilton & Fortye, until the year 1835, 
when the whole was burnt down, and the present stracture erected. 
The distillery above referred to went out of existence in 1827, but 
Mr. Scott's dwelling house still remains, — ^now the oldest building in 
Peterborough. It is a low, square, cottage-roofed, frame building, close 
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to the edge of Water Street, on the western side, and about midway be- 
tween the market square and "Pameirs mill." The right of way for the 
extension of the railway track, now in process of construction, impinges 
upon one corner of the old house, and it will doubtless soon be demolished 
to make way for this great agent of modem civilization. 

Scott's mill was for many years a land-mark to the immigrant and the 
visitor to the new settlements; and until 1827, Peterborough had no 
other name than '^Scott's plains." Its present designation was then chosen, 
as a merited compliment to the Hon. Peter Robinson, to whose successful 
labors in promoting immigratipn the country felt itsdf so much indebted. 

The first houses, next to those of Mr. Sc6tt, were erected at the time 
of the immigration of 1825 ; and a cursory reference to these, we trust, 
will not prove uninteresting. We will commence with those erected by 
Mr. Robinson for the purposes of the immigration, as being among the first 
in point of time as well as of importance. 

These were all built of logs, with square gables and shingled roofe. 
Four of them stood in a row on the south eastern portion of the market 
square, fronting upon Water Street. The largest of the four, which was 
also the most northern, occupied very nearly the site of the front portion 
of the present market house. Its size was about 18 by 20 feet, while the 
others were somewhat smaller. This one was used as a residence for Dr. 
Reade, surgeon to the immigrants, and as a temporary church, in which 
mass was celebrated by the Rev. Mr. Crowley. The two central were used 
as storehouses for the provisions for the immigrants, and probably for other 
purposes. The one nearest the south was Mr. Robinson's general office, 
where accounts were kept and business transacted by himself and his chief 
clerk, Mr. Richard Thomhill. The fifth and hia^st of these buildings 
was long known as the '^government house," and as being the residence of 
Mr. Robinson, Col. McDonell, and Mr. John Smith, surveyor, who assisted 
in locating the immigrants, and. for a brief time the resting-place of Vice- 
Royalty itself ; and is worthy of a fuller description. Like the others, it 
was bmilt of logs, was forty feet long by about twenty feet wide. It stood 
on the eaatem side of the lot now occupied by the Bank of Montreal, (S. 
E. comer of Simcoe and Water Streets,) about thirty feet from the former 
and forty from the latter, very near the southern end of the brick 
stable now belonging to those premises. It fronted towards the south, 
with a door near the centre of tiie building, partly concealed by a wooden 
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porch in front. There were two windows in the front, and three in the 
rear. The interior was divided into three rooms, of nearly equal sigc, by 
two partitions of logs, erected with the walls. Into the middle of these the 
front door op^ed, and here was the chief reception room, from which doors 
opened into the other apartments on either hand. The western room was 
devoted to the purposes of the kitchen, while Mr. Robinson slept in the 
eastern apartment, which also contained sundry books, papers and maps. 
The logs, both of walls and partitions, were hewed to a level surface in the 
inferior, and the interstices, both within and without, carefully secured 
with "chinks*' and mortar. A considerable portion of ground, extending 
across and north of Simcoe Street, was fenced in a« a garden, while some small 
out-houses occupied a position nearer the bank of the river. Such were the 
modest structures erected by Mr. Robinson ; which were very well adapted 
to the purposes intended. Should any of our fastidious readers 
profess to sneer at their homeliness, as presented in tlie picture we have 
drawn, we can assure them that at the time of their erection, and for at 
least several years later, they were regarded as first-class houses, and models 
of taste and perfection in the youthful town. 

The few immigrants, who, with their families, remained on "the plains" 
during the winters of 1825-6, constructed such humble dweUings as they 
could, and several of them plied such trades or other avocations as their 
previous habits enabled them to do. One John Boates started a rude 
tavern on the south side of the market square, and adjoining it on the 
east side a log house was erected, in which lived Capt. Armstrong, who 
was engaged by Mr. Robinson, along with Wesley Ritehie, in dispensing 
rations to the immigrants. A John Sullivan, long dead, got a log house 
put up on the south-west comer of Geoi^ and Charlotte Streets, (south 
comer from Waddel's saddlery,) and kept tavern there. William Oakley, 
an immigrant, started a bakery. After the houses mentioned, the next was 
a house on the south side of King Street, where Mr. Timothy O'Connor 
lived. James Hurley built another east of O'Connor's in the winter of 
1826. 

A small store was opened by a Mr. Stewart in 1825, in a little log house, 
immediately opposite the south side of the market square, and a little 
way from the comer of Charlotte and Water Streets. Mr. Stewart's ideas 
of a small credit buriness were not such as usually prevail in mercantile 
life. Many of his customers were unknown to him by name, and instead 
of making the usual enquiry in such a case, he not unfrequently trusted to 
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the aeoidonts of the future to acquire that necessary idformatioii. Such 
entries sb <^a bar of soap, to the woman with the red ok>ak;" and others 
equally indefinite, were consequently not unusual in his day 'book. A 
business conducted on such principles could not long be sucoessful ; and 
his little stock was ere long merged in a larger one brought in by George 
Grey Betbume, Esc].^ of Cobourg, and sold for him under the management at 
first of Mr. Green McDonnell, and afterwards of Mr. Thomas Valentine 
Tapper, who afterwards conducted a store for himself on Simcoe Street, 
just east of the creek. The third store was opened by Mr. John Brown, 
of Port Hope, on the corner of Simooe and Water Streets, subsequently 
occupied by Messrs. Nicholls & Hall, and noW by Mr. Kobert Pattersonj 
as a boot and shoe store. The old frame has, however, been raised, a 
new foundation added, and its condition and appearance otherwise im- 
proved. Mr. Brown's store was opened in 1827, and contained a stock of 
goods which, for the locality, was very creditable. Our informants differ 
as to the value of the stock, which, for a few years, probably did not 
exceed $900 to $1000. This business was managed for Mr. Brown by 
John E. Benson, Esq., still a well-known citizen. 

Meanwhile other buildings were in process of erection. Cotter Lane, a 
shoemaker, and an immigrant, built a frame house on Charlotte Street. 
James Bailey, a North-of-Ireland-man, and not an immigrant, built a house 
on the south-west corner of George and Hunter Streets, afterwards the site 
of Fisher's hotel and now of MittsheH's saloon. Bailey kept tavern here 
in 1826. At this early period in the history of the town, property was of 
course cheap, and real estate comparatively valueless. During the first 
year or two, Mr. Robinson had the disposal of town lots for the Govern- 
ment, the upset price being $30 for a lot of half an acre. In some in- 
stances, these were given away, in Ueu of services rendered, and these, as 
well as some of those of which the fee-simple was purchased, exchanged hands 
for the most trifling sums. The now very valuable south-east comer lot of 
George and Hunter streets, (at present occupied by the store of Messrs. 
McKellar k Cameron) and which has been before spoken of as low and 
wet, was offered to Eobert Reid, Esq., of Bouro, as a gift, but declined, 
from its being regarded as worthless. In 1826 it was purchased for a 
fanning mill, by Mr. Thomas Harper, who subsequently lived on it, and 
manufactured those useful implements in the rear of the premises. 

Alexander Henry, a cooper, built a frame house on Simcoe Street, near 
George Street, in 1827, on the site where the "Farmer's Inn" was after- 
4 
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wards erected and still stands. In the same year, James T. Henthom, 
Esquire, Justice of the Peace, bought from one Falvey, an immigrant, 
the north-east comer of George and Hunter Streets, where he built 
a small house, afterwards converted into an hotel. Henthom's fine 
block is now too well known to need any further reference. Like many 
other improved portions of the town, it passed through successive stages, 
and the earlier wooden buildings were more than once swept away by 
destructive fires, ere the present buildings adorned the spot. In 1827, too, 
Mr. George Buck built a frame house on the south side of Charlotte Street, 
where the English poplars till recently flourished, and nearly opposite the 
"Globe" tavern on that street. 

The first school-house, a log building, with shingled roof, was erected in 
1826-7, on the ground in the rear of the present Union School building. 
The Eev. Samuel Armour, first Episcopal clergyman in Peterborough, 
conducted this school, in which the higher as well as the lower branches of 
education were successfully taught. This was the foundation of our excel- 
lent grammar school, which ere long received an annual grant of $400 
from the Government towards its support. 

At a period a little later, and about the year 1828, Mr. John Crawford, 
of Port Hope, put up a little frame house, north of Louis McGregor's 
"American Hotel," on George Street, which, soon after its completion, was 
drawn down by the settler's oxen, and located on the north-east comer of 
George and Simcoe Streets, now occupied by Mr. Robert Walton's stove 
and saddler's shop. This valuable comer lot was already purchased 
from Richard Birdsall, Esq., by John Graves, an American, and a wheel- 
wright, for $30, to be paid in waggon and cart-wheels. Graves failed to 
fulfil his share of the contract ; Crawford insisted on holding possession, 
and hence arose the first law-suit of the infant settlement. 

We might mention, in connection with this part of our subject, that 
several of our now leading and wealthy citizens, commenced business, of one 
kind or another, about this time, in very humble occupations, or as assist- 
ants to others in business of very limited extent. That from a small 
beginning, they have risen to wealth and position is creditable, not only to 
themselves, but to the country, which furnishes examples of such substan- 
tial rewards for the industrious and the deserving. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

A governor's visit. 
In the preceding pages we have narrated events slightly in advance of 
their chronological order, so as to present in one view the gradual progress 
of the town in its first stage. The reader's mind must go back a year or 
two ere several of the last named buildings were erected, in order to 
realize the exact condition of the town at the period of the visit of His 
Excellency, Sir Per^rine Maitland, which took place in the winter of 
1826, and just one year and a few months after the arriyal of the immi- 
grants. 

Very few houses, (and those only of the most common description) 
besides those erected by Mr. Eobinson, then existed here. The portion of 
the site of the town then cleared, was still disfigured by stumps, occasional 
brush-heaps, &c. ; and altogether the scene was far from attractive, pre- 
senting but little accomplished in the present, and leaving a very wide 
margin for hope or despair in the undeveloped future. 

His Excellency was accompanied on this occasion by Col. Talbot, 
founder of the Talbot settlement in Western Canada ; by the Honble 
John Beverly Robinson, then Attorney General, afterwards made a Baronet, 
and Chief Justice of Upper Canada at the time of his decease. (Sir John 
was a brother of the Hon. Peter Robinson.) George G. Bethune, Esq., 
and the Hon. Zaecheus Burnham accompanied the party. The journey 
from Cobourg was made in sleighs and across Rice Lake, in the early part 
of the winter season. Passing up through Otonabee, Uiey stayed at 
the house of Captain Rubidge, R. N., for dinner, and on their 
arrival here they were met by Mr. Robinson, Colonel McDon- 
ell, and the chief settlers adjoining the place, and entertained 
in the best manner circumstances would permit, in the log building 
already referred to, where their entertainers resided. The Governor and 
his friends remained a few days, during which they were waited on by 
Captain Rubidge, Robert Reid, Esq., the Hon. T. A. Stewart, M.L.C., and 
the few other gentlemen in the neighborhood. The central room of the 
government house already described, was used as a reception room, in 
which a sort of rude levee was held. His Excellency was seated at the 
further end, and the settlers, who attended in considerable numbers, were 
presented to him, and then retired by another outlet. The occasion of 
4* 
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this visit was seized to present to the representative of Royalty sundry 
loyal and patriotic addresses. In one of these from the " Magistrates, 
Clergy and other inhabitants of the county of Northumberland/' the high 
sense of the honor conferred on the Newcastle District and the inteirest 
shewn by His Excell^icy in the prosperity of the Province, in this visit, 
was acknowledged in suitable terms. Testimony was also borae to the 
good conduct of the immigrants during their residence at Coboui^, which 
wa^ said to " warrant the expectation of their becoming a valuable acquisi- 
tion to ttie Province.*" This was the substance of their Address. 

A deputation from "the colony" in Smith, as the settlement there was 
called, was also appointed to wait upon the Governor, and Mr.Walton Wilson, 
one of the early settlers, undertook to present a verbal address, the general 
terms of which had been previously agreed on. The spokesman had pro- 
ceeded but a little way, when his utterance became confused, and he broke 
down ingloriously. Turning round to Mr. Jacob Bromwell, another set- 
tler, who was one of the deputation, he said : 

" Speak it you sir." 

Mr. Bromwell continued the address to His Excellency, in whidi the 
difficulties and occasional distress of the settlers were plainly pourtrayed, 
and the absence of milling facilities especially deplored. Wilson had told 
the Governor " We hae a mill, and we hae nee mill," but Bromwell, as a 
practical illustration of the necesinty for bett^ accommodation in this 
respect, added : " Save in your presence, Sir, I have to get up at night to 
chew com for the children" ; a statement, which, no doubt was literally 
true. His Exoellency returned a gracious reply, in which he promised 
them assistance ; a pledge which, ere long, he fully redeemed, to the great 
joy of the settlement. 

A written address was presented on behalf of the Irish immigrants by 
Patrick Barragan, a school teacher, by whom it ^was read. As it is the 
only address from the neighborhood which has been preserved, the former 
one being entirely verbal, and is moreover highly characteristic of the 
people from whom it emanated, we cannot refrain from presenting it 
entire ; 

TO HIS EXCELLENCY SIR PEREGRINE MAITLAND, &C., &C., 

" We, the Irish Emigrants recently brought out by Colonel Robinson 
to this country, feel grateful to our gracious good King, and to His Ma- 

* Appendix to Report of Select Committee of 182& Pa^fe 296. 
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jesty'fi worthy, good and humane governmoDt, for all they have, and we 
hope yet intend, to do for ns." 

^< We also are w^l pleaaed, and entertain the best wishes for our Worthy 
Chief, Mr. Robinaon, for all he has done for us ; and we are folly seofllble 
that his fya^ and humane Inelings will not permit him to leave anything 
undone that may forward our wel&re." 

" Please Your Excellency, we are totally at a loss for words adequate to 
express the thanks and gratitude we owe Doctor Beade, for his active, 
sddHful and unremitting care, &c., of us. We are likewise thankful to, 
and well pleacied with, the officers placed over us." 

" Please Your Excellency, we agree very well, and are pleased with the 
proceedings of the old settlers amongst us, as it is in the interest of us all 
to do the same. And should an enemy have the presumption ever to in- 
vade this portion of His Majesty's dominions, your Excellency will find 
that we, when called upon to face and expel the common foe, will to a man 
follow our brave conmianders ; not an Irish soul shall stay behind ; and if 
we have no better weapons in our hands, mow them down with our Irish 
shiUelahs." 

" Please- your Excellency, we labor under a heavy grievance, which we 
confidently hope your Excellency will redress, and then we will be com- 
pletely happy, viz : — the want of clergymen, to administer to us the com- 
forts of our Holy Religion, and good school-masters to instruct our 
children." 

" We now beg leave to retire, wishing your Excellency long life, good 
health, and every success."* 

" God Save the Kino." 

The Oovemor^s reply does not appear among the offieial records, and at 
this remote period, it would be useless to attempt to gather up its precise 
terms from the memories of the survivors to whom it was addressed. It 
was, no doubt, as in the other cases, graeious and encouraging. 

During the brief stay of Governor Maitland on " the plains," he and a 
number of the gentlemen who accompanied him, drove out to see the 
settlement in Ennismore. The Hon. Peter Rolnnson and Col. McDonell 
acted as their guides on this occasion. Mud Lake was crossed on the ice ; 
and the party put up at the shanty of Mr. Eugene McCarthy, father of 

« iippendix to Report of Select Comrautee of Rrit. Par.— 1826,, page 299. 
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Jeremiah McCarthy, Esq., Beeve of Ennismore, where they partook of 
such refreshments as their entertainers could procure. 

During the same season, other addresses, numerously signed, from the 
various townships in which the immigrants were settled, and breathing a 
similar spirit of gratitude, loyalty and devotion, were forwarded to the 
Right Hon. Earl Bathurst, Colonial Secretary, to whom they were ad- 
dressed.^ 

The infant settlements around Peterborough wore greatly cheered and 
encouraged by this visit of the Governor General, proving as it did, the 
paternal care of the government, and the interest felt in the success and 
well-being of these hardy settlers. Not only was the moral effect beneficial, 
in increased confidence and hope, but its practical and material results 
were of the most gratifying character, as the sequel will show. 

It was soon after, that at a meeting of a few gentlemen residing in the 
vicinity, the name of " Peterborough " was selected for the future town, 
in compliment to the Hon. Peter Kobinson, to whose exertions in promo- 
ting the settlement of the neighboring townships they felt so much indebted. 
The selection was at once ratified by general consent, and " Scott's plains" 
ere long ceased to be associated with the prosperous town. Before the 
opening of the next season, (the spring of 1826) it was announqed that 
the government had undertaken the cost of the erection of a mill within 
the limits of the town, and tenders were asked for this work as well as for 
the construction of the necessary mill dam. Mr. Thomas Harper was 
among those who tendered on this occasion, but the contract was awarded 
to Mr. Horace Perry, and the work immediately commenced. The site 
chosen was the site of the mill recently burned, on the property of Samuel 
Dickson, Esq., and the building of late years known as Dickson's mill the 
one then erected, with additions and improvements. The dam was built 
in the Autumn of 1826, and the saw and grist mill in the Spring follow- 
ing. 

To erect so large a frame as that of the grist mill, was at that time, a 
matter of much difficulty. The settlers within an area of twenty miles 
were called upon to lend their aid, and several of them gave a week's hard 
labor gratuitously, to assist in furthering so desirable a work. The saw- 
mill, adjoining the larger structure, was first put in operation, in order to 
supply the necessary lumber, and was also a great boon to the new settle- 
ments. 

The grist mill, which contained two run of stones, was completed i^ 
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1827, and was immedkiely offei'ed for sale by the govenunent and par- 
cbased by John Hall, Esq., (now of Buokbom) and Mr. Moore Lee, who 
oontinaed to run it in partnership for sevwal years. 

While this great work was in progress, a bridge was bnilt across the 
Otonabee chiefly by government aid, which was oompleted about l^e same 
time as the mill, and by the same contractor, Mr. Horace Perry, 
A plan of this bridge may still be seen in the Town Clerk's office. 
It was supported by three piers, triangular in shape, with the apex 
pointing up the stream, and occupied very nearly the site of the present 
structure. After the destruction of this bridge, the Otonabee was crossed at 
this point by means of a large scow, sustained in the current by a long rope 
or cable, to one end of which it was attached, while the other was secured 
to a point on the bank at some distance above. By a proper application of 
the helm, the current was made to transport the scow from one bank to the 
other, a reversal of its position after each crossing, being all that was 
required. A second bridge was soon after built chiefly by public subscrip- 
tion. 

At this period, and before the erection of a dam at the locks below the 
Little Lake, the river was shallow, and easily fordable during the summer 
season, by persons on foot, opposite the old steamboat landing, contiguous 
to the old steam mill of Messrs. Shaw & Fortune before referred to. 

From the date of the erection of the mill, the prosperity of the town 
and the success of the adjoining settlement were fully assured. '^ The 
plains" were rapidly converted into a busy and prosperous village, while 
the enlarged clearings, and the rapidly increasing produce of the harvest, 
raised the new settlers from the struggles of a precarious existence to one 
of comparative affluence. 



CHAPTEE V. 



During the winter of 1827-8, a surplus of wheat was grown; about five 
thousand bushels of which were sold to the store-keepers in Peterborough.* 
During the summer of 1827 as many as twenty new frame houses were 
erected, a tannery, a distillery, and other useful branches of business were 
in operatipn or projected, and indications of progress and prosperity 
appeared on every hand.f 



* Capt. Rttbidge'8 Letter to Capt. Hall, '« Travels in N. America,*' 1829. Pue 337. 
f Ibid. 
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Doetor Reade having fulfilled his engagement in re^rence to the immi- 
grants, withdrew after their looalion on their lands. Dr. Bowsley soon 
after located himself here, and was followed hy Br. Roddy, hut he was ere 
long superseded by Br. HutchisoB, who had been for some tim/e praotising 
in Cavan, axid was induced ta settle in Peterborough about the year 1830. 
He was a man of mueh ability, and deservedly esteemed, Br. Taylor 
came in at a later period, and was for sometime associated with Br. 
Hutchison in a co-partnership. By this time the little log store k^t by 
Mr. Jamos Gray Bethune, south of the market square, had been superseded 
by the fraiiie building, known as '^the red store," ^ected on the comer of 
Charlotte and Water streets, where it still stands, and forms the end of a 
long row of wooden houses, the property of Edmund Chamberlin, Esq. ; 
but it is now no longer "red". Peterborough was then supplied by a weekly 
mail, and the post office was kept in this building, in connection with Mr. 
Bethune's store, the whole being managed, as formerly stated, by Mr. 
Thomas Valentine Tupper. Mr. James B. Ferguson, (brother of Frede- 
rick Ferguson, Esq.,) was subsequently appointed postmaster, and the 
office was kept by him in a small square frame building with a cottage 
roof, just south of the red store, to wliich it was attached, and may be 
recognized as f(»rming an addition to the rear of the corner building. Its 
size is about 10 by 16 feet, and the door and one small window still look 
towards the river, as in former days. It may not be out of place to add 
that this part of Water street then contained the residences of the principal 
persons in Peterborough, and was for many years after, the leading thorough- 
fare. Br. Hutchison lived in the cottage built by Adam Scott, before re- 
ferred to, as now the oldest house in Peterborough. Another medical gen- 
tleman at a later date, lived in the larger frame house with wings at either 
end, just north of the cottage, and the large frame house on the river bank 
opposite, was occupied more recently by a respected member of the l^al 
profession, — so that although this portion of the town is now dilapidated 
and its glory quite departed, yet old associations and memories hallowed 
by time, cluster round it, which we would fain rescue from oblivion. 

The post office was subsequently transferred to the old government house 
before referred to, where it was' kept for several years by Ephraim San- 
ford, Esq., who unhappily ended his days in 1843 by suicide, at the 
American hotel, where he was a lodger. Our present Postmaster, S. J. 
Carver, Esq., succeeded to the office. At some time later and down to the 
year 1856, the post office was kept in a small A'ame building little larger 
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Carver, Esq., succeeded to the office. At some later time and down to the 
year 1856 the post office was kept in a small frame building little larger 
than a shanty on the east side of Queen street, which still exists, unused 
and tenantless. After two further removals, one of which was occasioned 
by the destructive fire of 1861, it wa« removed to the buUding it now 
occupies on Water street. 

In 1831, under the administration of Sir John Colbome, Captain 
Rubidge, R. N., was appointed Immigration Agent at Peterborough, and 
located a number of immigrants sent out from various parts of the United 
Kingdom. Most of these were located in Dummer, and will be referred 
to in our future narrative of the settlement of that township. A good 
many were also employed in various capacities by the older residents, or 
located on vacant lots in the former settlements. 

In 1832 the cholera appeared on this continent, and penetrated as far 
even as Peterborough, where the prospect of its approach created a good 
deal of alarm. There can be no doubt but that, as in all visitations of 
this kind, many died from fear and alarm at the approach of the disease. 
One prominent example of this kind is still remembered in the person of 
Mr. Silas Pearson, a strong robust farmer, residing on the shore of Mud 
Lake, about ten miles from Peterborough. At the first mention of the 
disease he took to bed in a state of mortal fear, and when the cholera did 
arrive was one of the first victims. The population of Peterborough at 
that time was under five hundred, and yet twenty-three deaths occurred 
from this disease.* The township of Douro happily escaped without a 
single death, while in that of Dummer, lying beyond it and further in the 
interior, eleven persons died from this fatal epidemic.f A few deaths also 
occurred in Otonabee, and the other townships adjoining Peterborough. 

During the following year, (1833) the first member of the legal pro- 
fession found his way to Peterborough. This was Elias Bumham, Esq., who 
has held a conspicuous place, from time to time, not only at the bai*, but 
in the management of the political, educational and municipal affairs of 
the town and county. His extensive block fronting on the market 
square, and other properties, entitle him to rank among our most wealthy, 
as he has long done, among our leading citizens. 

The second legsil gentleman resident in Peterborough was J. 
Shuter Smith, Esq., now M. P. P. for East Durham, and long a resident 

♦ Col. Sii;ieklaud»s ''Twenty-acven years in Canada West.'* Vol. II, page 301. 
tibW. Page 202. 

5 
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of Port Hope. His stay was scarcely protracted beyond a year. Stafford 
Kirkpatrick, Esq., became a resident of Peterborough in 1834, and since 
then we have had a long list of members of the bar, some of whom have 
held, or still hold, distinguished positions among the l^al fraternity. 

About this period, the religious element comes into prominence. Be- 
sides the Episcopal and Eoman Catholic churches, the pastors of which 
had arrived at a previous date, clergymen of several other denominations 
appeared in Peterborough, and formed the nucleus of churches and socie- 
ties which have since largely increased, and now represent important 
interests in the community. It haa been thought best to devote a special 
chapter to the churches of Peterborough, and for convenience sake, this 
has been deferred to a future page. 

We gladly insert in this place, the following communication, containing 
reminiscences and personal experiences of the writer, well worthy of 
insertion in a work like this : — 

Peterborough, October 29th, 1866. 

"Although to look back to the time of my settlement in Peterborough, 
it seems but as yesterday, yet thirty-three long years have elapsed since 
then. What a long period to look back upon, and to count the various 
events and changes which have taken place within it !" 

" Well do I remember the evening that I first landed in Peterborough. 
It was late in November, in the year 1833 ; but it was indeed a lovely 
day, and the night was equally so : calm and still, and beautifully moon- 
light. I remember standing that evening on the very ground where now 
stands the Commercial Bank building, (north-east comer of Water and 
Hunter streets.) It was then in a state of nature, as was all that part of 
the town lying east of Water street, north of Hunter street, south of 
Aylmer street, and south of King street, with the exception of here and 
there, perhaps, some small house or shanty, few and far between. And 
within the limits indicated, the buildings were also few and insignificant. 
At that time, property was worth very little. A park lot was not worth 
much over £15, unless in a very few exceptional instances. On the west 
side of George street, and between Simcoe and Hunter Streets, there were, 
if I recollect right, only two decent houses ; one on the south, where Mr. 
Sanford kept a ^store, and one on the north, where Mr. Bailey kept a 
tavern. All that ground on which Mrs. Dixon's block of three-story brick 
buildings now stands, with the exception of the small part occupied by the 
store and a small dwelling house adjoining, was then used for a garden. 
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And the same may be said of the remainder of the land up to Hunter 
street. On the east side of the street the buildings were about the same. 
And this was, at that time, about the best part of the town. The hotel, 
par excellence, was then kept near the bridge, by a man of the name of 
McFadden. Very few people who were in Peterborough when I first 
settled in it are here now. They have nearly all gone to 'that bourne 
from whence no traveller returns.' " 

" The country parte were quite in keeping with Uie town. Scarcely 
any roads, few settlers, and mostly a wilderness. Provisions were imported 
instead of being exported ; and a journey then from the front, with a loaded 
team, occupied the best part of two days. People at this time can scarcely 
realize the difl&culties, the trials an4 hardships of those early settlers; and 
when I look back to them, and to the many long, wearisome journeys 
which I have been compelled to make to and from the front, — through 
paths only cut out through the woods, — through mud and mire, — over long 
swamp roads, badly provided with logs, which were often floating in the 
deep water, and across which I and my horse passed with danger and 
difficulty, my journey oftentimes extending far into the dark night, — it 
seems now a wonder, how I ever performed them, and how I ever lived 
through them. Truly, indeed, the progress bo£h of town and country 
since that day is almost incredible." 

" I often think of those early times, and yet, with all their hardships, 
I sometimes think they were pleasanter than the times are now. But I 
suppose this was a good deal owing to circumstances. There were no 
politics here during those days. Eveiy body was sociable and friendly. 
People were too glad to see one another to quarrel over matters of mere 
opinion. I often wished, as I was toiling along to and from the front, over 
the bad roads, that the time would come when I would have a good turn- 
pike road to travel upon, and I thought, if I only had that, I would be 
satisfied. I got that, then a good macadamized road; and last, but not 
least, a raiboad. Now, instead of taking from early in the morning till 
late at night to go to the front, weary and hungry, and often wet and 
cold, I can go in a comfortable railway car in a couple of hours. Truly, I 
have witnessed great changes in both town and country since I came to 
live in Peterborough." B. 

About the year 1832-3, a couple of small steamers, the Pemedash and the 
Nbrthumherland were placed on Eice Lake, and thenceforward for many 
years these or other steamboats continued to ply daily between Rice Lake 
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and Peterborough. About that year the great project was conceived of 
rendering navigable the chain of waters from the Bay of Quinte to Lake 
Simcoe ; and in November, 1833, N. H. Baird, Esq., civil engineer, to 
whom . had been entrusted the survey and estimates for such a work, 
reported in reference to that portion between the Bay of Quinte and Rice 
Lake. We need not quote these estimates, as they are to be found in the 
Appendices to the journals of the House of that period, and are easy of 
reference. Suffice it to say, that the total estimated cost of this portion 
was, £233,447 6s. lid. In December, 1835, Mr. Baird reported in 
reference to rendering navigable the rivers and lakes through which the 
Otonabee flows, so as to afford continuous water communication between 
Rice Lake and Lake Simcoe. The total cost of which was estimated at 
£262,067 16s. 4d., and for the entire distance, of 165 miles, between 
the Bay of Quinte and Lake Simcoe, including lockage, £495,515. 

A committee of the Legislature recommended the construction of the 
upper section to be proceeded with, and important works were undertaken 
and completed at several points. Below Rice Lake, £90,000 were ex- 
pended. The locks at Whitlaw's rapids, just below Peterborough, were 
completed, and considerable sums expended in improving the navigation of 
the river between Rice Lake and that place. The locks at Bobcaygeon 
were undertaken as early as 1833-4, by Messrs. Pearse, Dumble and 
Hoar, contractors, for £1600 currency,* but owing to the unsettled state 
of the country, ending in the outbreak of 1837, and the union of the two 
Provinces which followed, the attention of the Government was withdrawn 
from this work, and the intermediate links of the connection have never 
been even commenced. The following gentlemen at the time acted as 
"Commissioners for superintending the improvement of the navigation of 
the Newcastle District,'* viz. : — J. G. Bethune, Robert Brown, John HalJ, 
Thomas Need, and A. McDonell, Esquires. 

As an illustration of the homely fare and simple habits of some of our 
people, even during the second ten years of settlement, and in contrast 
with the luxury and ample store of the present time, it may be mentioned, 
that during Mr. Baird's survey of our inland waters in 1833, he and his 
party called at a farm house near Rice Lake for dinner. A large pot of 
potatoes was boiled and emptied on the table, and a handful of salt 
added in close proximity. At the conclusion of the meal, the chief of the 
party called for the bill, and was informed by the host that the charge was 

* Appendix to Joariial* of the House, 1833-4. 
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"sevenpence ha'penny for the officers and saxpence for the men." The 
bill was paid and the party retired, greatly amused at the discriminating 
value which was placed upon their humble fare. 

In 1834, Sir John Colbome, Governor of Upper Canada, visited Peter- 
borough, and after a brief stay, was accompanied through Otonabee, on 
his return, by a mounted escort, to Major Charles Anderson's, firom 
which place he crossed Rice Lake in one of ihe steamers then navigating 
those waters. 



CHAPTER VI. 

THE PSTE&BOBOUGH MILITIA IN 1837-8. 

As the time approached when the refusal of the demands of the- Upper 
Canadian L^islature for Administrative reform, were about to produce 
armed resistance to the Government, the country was flooded, first with 
petitions for signature demanding redress, and then with patriotic appeals 
inciting the people to assert their just rights, and force from an unwilling 
Government the concessions so urgently needed, and since that day so 
completely granted. The occasion of township meetings and other gather- 
ings, were very generally turned to account for the distribution and dis- 
cussion of these documents, and even our own inland and then comparatively 
remote settlements, were not foigotten by the emissaries or friends of the 
agitators. But in the County of Peterborough, there were few who, 
openly sided with the movement, and when the moment of danger arrived, 
the population, with rare unanimity, rushed to arms in the defence of the 
Government. 

During the winter of 1836, several of our people took part in an adven- 
ture which is worth narrating. Mr. William Lyon McKenzie had called 
a meeting of his friends and sympathisers, in the court house, at 
Cobourg, or Amherst, as it was then called, which, on learning its object, 
the loyalists in the surrounding country, determined to frustrate. To avoid 
exciting suspicion of their design, a grand ball was convened at the gov- 
ernment house, Peterborough, which was hugely attended, and as the 
night began to wane, the leaders announced their wishes and intentions, 
and with sleighs in readiness, they started for the front. In Monaghan 
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and Cavan they were joined by reinforcements, and at Bloomfield, George 
Elliott, Esq., a Major in the militia, and afterwards M. P. P. for the county 
of Durham joined them on horseback, and was recognized as their leader. 
On approaching the court house at Amherst, they found that their friends 
in the vicinity had secured possession of the building, locked the doors, 
and were signalling them with handkerchiefs from the windows. A large 
crowd, among whom was McKenzie, was without, threatening violence if 
longer refused admittance. Major Elliott, on horseback, closely followed 
by. a long line of sleighs, in compact order, dashed up between the crowd 
and the court house steps, interposing a wall which, to Jtttempt to force, 
was seen to be useless. An attempt was then made by the agitators to 
hold an open air meeting, but it was subjected to constant interruptions. 
Among more discordant sounds, a bugler wa« mounted on a wood-pile, and 
ordered to play "the rogue's march," and other tunes supposed to be appro- 
priate to the occasion. Mr. Mackenzie at one time was threatened with 
violence, and found it necessary not only to abandon the meeting, but to 
secrete himself until he could accomplish a safe retreat from the village. 

During the first days of December, 1837, the proclamation of His 
Excellency Sir Francis Bond Head, calling out the militia of the Province 
to assist in suppressing the rebellion which had just broken out, was pro- 
mulgated in Peterborough, and within less than 24 hours, nearly two 
hundred volunteers, armed and equipped as best they could, started for 
the frontier, under command of Colonel McDonell, accompanied by 
Captain Cowall. Along the route of their march to the front, they 
were joined by other companies under their local officers, and when 
they arrived at Port Hope, they found several other bands of loyalists there, 
which swelled the numbers of the little army to about one thousand strong. 

The loyalty and devotion thus shewn by all classes, in every part of the 
country, was a tribute unmerited by the Government of that day, but was 
not the less honorable and praiseworthy on the part of those who oflPered 
it. Many of these noble volunteers left their ho^nes and families at a 
moment's notice, and under the most trying circumstances. At that season 
of the year preparations for the coming winter were far from completed. 
Few had yet provided their winter's wood, and many left their families 
with but a scanty store of provisions ; so that, had their absence been 
protracted, as seemed in every way probable, many of their loved ones must 
have suffered severely from cold and hunger. The trials of the hour were 
increased by the arbitrary measures and unnecessary severity exercised by 
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some of those who thus found themselves "clothed with a little brief 
authority." Men who l^appened to be at a little distance from their homes 
were refused permission to visit their families to effect a change of clothing, 
or make even the most temporary arrangement of their affairs. If they 
demurred, they were threatened with imprisonment or confiscation of their 
properties. Such were the circumstances under which many of our brave 
people turned out in 1837, abandoning their homes and their families, in 
the depth of winter, to fight, perhaps to die, for the country they had 
adopted as their home! What must have been their feelings as they 
trudged along the weary way to meet the foe, as they thought of their 
own poor equipment^ the dangers which awaited them, and the trying cir- 
cumstances in which their families might be placed before they could 
return,— if ever they did return ! 

Men who could make such sacrifices are deserving of double honor ; 
and though their campaign was a bloodless one, they have, by their acts, 
achieved a fame of which the people of any country might be proud, and 
which posterity will not forget. 

On the organization of the militia of the county, whidi took place some 
time before the breaking out of the rebelUpn, about 250 stand of muskets, 
with flint k)cks, and the usual bayonets, had been sent to Peterborough. 
These were served out to the volunteers, but the greater portion were 
armed with their own guns or rifles. Prepared ammunition was not to be 
had, and considerable ingenuity was shewn by several of the militia in 
making cartridges ; while most had to supply themselves with balls or large 
sized shot before leaving home. One of the new muskets was carried on 
the march for a day or two before it was discovered to have no touch-hole 
and was consequently useless for present purposes. 

Arrived at Port Hope, the steamer Traveller was anxiously looked for 
as affording the most speedy and convenient means of reaching Toronto, 
but she passed by on her downward trip without entering the port, although 
guns were fired and other signals made to attract attention. Just before 
setting out from Port H<^, on foot, for the capital, a despatch was re- 
ceived, intimating that as the rebels were dispersed, the services of the 
militia were unneeded, and permitting theqa to return to their homes. A 
detachment was, however, sent into the county of Victoria, to scour the 
townships in the neighborhood of Lindsay, under the impression that the 
rebel chiefs might possibly attempt to escape through the country in that 
direction, Some ludicrous scenes took place among these impromptu 
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soldiers, and not a few persons were subjected to annoyance by proceedings 
altogether arbitrary and unwarranted. An old man proceeding through 
Smith with a few bundles of hay as provender for his stock, was detained 
on the road at the suggestion of one of the company, humorously offered, 
that his load might possibly conceal a rebel. The team and vehicle were 
surrounded by a guard, bayonets thrust here and there into the load, and 
only after a most careful reconnoisance, he was allowed to pass on his way, 
wondering much no doubt at the adventure which had befallen him. 

Within a fortnight after these events, and in conseqence of the occupa- 
tion of Navy Island by insui^nts and American sympathizers, orders 
were received for the dispatch of a battalion from the Newcastle District, 
to proceed westward on active service.* The militia of the various town- 
ships of this county, under command of Col. Brown, at once mustered in 
strong force, and marched without delay to Toronto. This battalion was 
chiefly composed of the militia of the townships of Otonabee, Douro, 
Dummer and Asphodel, and marched into Peterborough, under the officers 
of their several companies, to the number of 800 strong.f After billet- 
ing round for a ni^t, as best they could, they were drawn up next morn- 
ing in front of Col. Brown's quarters in Ashbumham, and a selection 
made of 350 J of the most active, to the greater number of whom muskets, 
haversaoks and cartouch boxes were served out, and then, vacant offices of 
companies having been filled up, by persons named by Col. Brown, they 
commenced their march for the frontier. The remainder of the battalion 
was left behind as a reserve under command of Col. Crawford.] | 

The men under" Col. Brown proceeded 17 miles the first day and halted 
for the night at Mr. Joseph Graham's tavern in Cavan. The second day's 
march brought them to Mr. Bletcher's tavern, three miles in the rear of 
Port Hope, and on the third day, notwithstanding some delay for the pur- 
chase of necessary articles in Port Hope, they found themselves 16 miles be- 
yond that place on the Toronto road. Here the magistrates gave in charge 
a prisoner — an American— charged with using seditious language, who 
next day jumped from the sleigh in which he rode, ran into the woods, 
and attempted to conceal himself beneath a log, but was re-captured, and 
with several other prisoners subsequently taken, was conveyed to Toronto. 

* Col. Strickland's <^ Twenty seven years in Cauada.'^'-Pa^e 264. 
t Letter from Col. Brown to the author, July.— 1866. 
X Ibid. 
II Ibid. 
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' At Highland Creek there were strong rumors of rebels in the vicinity, 
in consequence of which they were kept out in scouting parties during 
the greater portion of the night. The roads were in a very unfavorable 
condition ; and^ot till late in the evening of the fiflh day did they reach 
Toronto. Here they were at once billeted in comfortable quarters, and 
after a day*s rest, passed a most favorable inspectioa, and were warmly 
complimented for their gallantry and patriotism by Sir Francis Bond 
Head. 

Soon aftef, a new battalion, known as the "Queen's Own," was formed 
from the several battalions then in Toronto, and was officered by men 
chosen from the officers of these battalions. Adjutant Bentley was at its 
head. Col. Kingsmill was next in authority, and Col. Brown became 
Major of the new Battalion. The supernumerary men were permitted to 
return to their homes, and those selected to join the Queen's Own, 
remained on frontier duty until the May following, when they were dis- 
charged, and the battalion disbanded. Col. Brown, who took so promi- 
nent a part in the militia movements at this time, was a gentleman who 
after a period of service in the 21st Royal Scotch Fusileers came to reside 
in the vicinity of Peterborough as an agriculturalist, in the year 1830, 
und was appointed by Sir John Colbome to the rank of Lieut. Colonel of 
the battalion known as the 4th Northumberland Fusileers, which he had 
assisted to organize, and which was mainly composed of men ^from the 
townships already mentioned. 

We had hoped to be able to insert in this brief record of that period, 
the names of those brave men in this county, who at the call of the 
authorities, abandoned their homes and their families, in the depth of 
winter, to assist in maintaining the authority of Government, and putting 
down armed bands of insurgents, but in the absence of official muster- 
rolls, were we to trust to the mere memories of individuals, many worthy 
names might possibly be overlooked, and, through fear of injustice being 
done by inserting a partial and incomplete list, we have been reluctantly 
obliged to forego the pleasure of inserting any, except those residing in 
Dummer, which will be mentioned in connection with that township. But 
if the names of more of these men do not appear, not the less will be 
remembered the proud record of the Pbtbrborouoh Militia of 1837 
and 1838, which will be handed down in the records of the country, as a 
brilliant chapter in the history of the past and a bright example worthy of 
imitation in the future. 

6 
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In consequence of the expedition directed against Prescott in the 
autumn of 1838, which terminated with the battle of the Windmill, and 
threatened attacks upon other points of the frontier, permission was sought 
and obtained to organize a force in this county, which was known as the 
7th Proyisional Battalion of Peterborough. This forc%, composed of 
volunteers from the militia of the county, was brought together in Novem- 
ber, 1838, and continued in Peterborough undergoing drill, and the other 
duties of active service during the six months terminating in May, 1839, 
when they were discharged and returned to their homes. The 7th Provi- 
sional Battalion of Peterborough consisted of six companies of fifty men 
each, and was under the command of Col. Alexander McDonell, but the 
actual duties of command were in great part performed by Major Cowall. 
The following is a list of the promotions and appointments to office in this 
Battalion, with the date of rank of the several officers. The official 
announcement is copied from the '^Backwoodsman and Peterborottgh 
Sentinel,'^ of January 11th, 1839. It is as follows : 

Adjutant General's Office, \ 

Toronto, 28th December, 1838. j 

MILITIA general ORDER. 

His Excellency the Lieutenant Gk)vemor is pleased to make the follow- 
ing appointments in the Embodied Militia Force, Seventh Provisional 
Battalion : 

To he Captains — Date of rank. 

Capt. 8. F. Kirkpatrick, from the Second 
Northumberland Raiment 12th Nov., 1838. 

Capt. J. C. Boswell, from do 16th do. 

Capt. John R. Benson, do 16th do. 

Lieut. Thomas Murphy, from Second Frontenac 20th do. 

A. S. Fraser, Esq., half-pay Lieut. 42nd Reg't 1st Dec'ber, 1838. 
To he Lieutenants — 

Lieut. S. J. Carver, late Queen's Own 20th Nov., 1838. 

Ensign James Ferguson, from Fourth Northum- 
berland 20th do. 1838. 

Samuel Strickland, Gent 25th do^ 

George W. Caddy, Gent 1st Dec'ber, 1838. 

Thomas Need, Gent Ist do. 

To he Ensigns — 

Wheeler Armstrong, Gent 25th Nov., 1838. 
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George B. Hall, Gent 16th Dec, 1838. 

George Lowe, Gent 15tli do 

Ensign Robert Brown, late of Queen's Own....l5tli do 

Charles P. Rubidge, Gent 15th do 

To be Adjutant J toith the ranJc of Captain-^ 

Lieut. J. G. Armour, late of the Queen's Toronto 

Guards, 20th Nov., 1838. 

To he Pay-Master — 

W. H. Wrighton, Esq., subject to his finding 

sufficient security 10th Dec'ber. 

To be Surgeon — Surgeon J. Hutchinson, from Second 

Northumberland, 20th do 

To be Quarter-Master — Lieut. H. B. Holland, from 

2d Northumberland, 16th Nov., 1838. 

Although the name of the late Richard Birdsall, Esq., does not appear 
in the for^bg list of officers, it is proper to state that he served, with 
his company, in the capacity of captain during that period ; and had the 
additional merit of having done so without pay. 

For the reasons before stated, in connection with the militia of the 
previous year, we are unable to publish the names of the privates, who 
served on duty during this brief and bloodless, but honorable campaign. 
Among other incidents of this period, it may be mentioned that two 
residents of Ops were brought to Peterborough under arrest, charged with 
disloyalty. They were taken to the log building known as "the Govern- 
ment house," for trial by court martial. A^Vliile preparations were being 
made for this purpose, a seat was offered them, when Captain M — of the 
militia force, at once interposed in an indignant manner. " No, no," said 
he, "rebels are not worthy to sit among loyal men." The worthy Captain 
forgot that, under British law, men are not to be held as guilty, until their 
offence is proven. Among those holding subordinate authority, there were 
several whose zeal and officiousness outran their discretion. The conse- 
quence was that many weltmealbing persons were subjected to needless 
annoyance. But in some instances the arrogance and presumption of 
these persons were not allowed to go entirely unchecked. Mr. Daicus, 
amoi^ others, had donned an uniform and spurs, and either for the pur- 
pose of usefully employing the latter, or not relishing a march to the front, 
sent to demand a valuable mare, the property of one of our leading citizens. 
The modest request was promptly revised, when the messenger was sent a 
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second time, with a threat, that if not handed over, the beast would be 
forcibly pressed into the service. Tlie owner replied that if the Colonel 
in command sent a written order for the animal, she would be given up, 
but not otherwise. No such order was issued, nor is it probable the 
superior officer was aware of the means employed by his subordinate to 
furnish himself with a steed. 

Before closing this chapter, it may not be inopportune to remark, for 
the information of some who may read these pages, that the demands of 
Mackenzie and his political friends, antecedent to the rebellion, were for 
reforms the most urgently needed, most of which have been since conceded, 
and the benefits of which have now for many years been enjoyed under 
what is known as Responsible Government. 

It was a cardinal point in the political creed of the Governor, Sir Francis 
Bond Head, that the people of this colony existed for the Government, 
rather than the Government for the people. ^^ To the carrying out of this 
fallacious theory, the greater portion of the agitation of the country, result- 
ing in open rebellion, may be traced. The Legislative Assembly had 
practically no control in the government of the Province, — in the disposal 
of its revenues, or in the appointments to office. These latter, were in 
great part confined to the members of a few leading families, their friends 
and partizans, who were paid salaries relatively much higher than those 
enjoyed at present.f 

Mr. McKenzie, by his pen and voice, did much to expose the defects of 
the system of government then in vogue j and in doing so, more than once 
suffered severely both in person and property. He was five times expelled 
from the House of Assembly on paltry pretexts, and each time promptly 
re-elected with overwhelming majorities, and in spite of all opposition, by 
the intelligent electors of the County of York, who presented him with a 
massive gold medal in acknowledgment of the valuable services he had 
rendered to the country.J 

The chief demands made by the Reformers of that day were, — That the 
Executive Council should be held respbnsdble to Parliament, — that the 
control of the rev^ues of the Province should be placed in the hands of 

* " The Lieutenant-Governor maintains that the responsibility to the people who are already repre- 
tented in the House of Assembly, which the Council assumes, is unconstitutional, and that it is the 
duty of the Council to serve bih and not them. '* bir F. B. Head's reply to an address of the Execu- 
tive Council. March 6th, 1836. Appendix to Journals. 1839. Vol. 1. page 66. 

t Undsay 'a Life of Mackenzie . Page 331 . 

X Ibid. 
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the Legislative Assembly, — the secularizatioa of the clergy reserves and the 
abolition of exclusive privileges conferred upon particular religious denom- 
inations, — the exclusion of judges and ministers of the gospel from the 
Executive Council and the Legislature — an elective Legislative Council ; 
the abolition of the rights of primogeniture, and some other minor reforms 
made up the list of grievances, which the Imperial Government were not 
unwilling to consider upon their merits, but their good intentions were 
defeated by the blindness and obstinacy of Sir Francis Bond Head, whose 
conduct was at once felt, and declared to be arbitrai-y and vindictive. 

It must be conceded, however, that Responsible Government was as yet 
only a shadow in the future, and that the system of Colonial Government 
which Sir Francis Bond Head found in vogue in Canada, to some extent 
justified his policy, although, under the circumstanoes, and with the stren- 
uous opposition which that system had already evoked, persistent adherence 
to it was at once difficult on his part, and dangerous to the colony. 

Among other unjustifiable acts of the Governor, was the dismissal of Judge 
Kidout from the bench, and from the militia, in which he had served with 
honor under General Brock. This was done without the slightest trial or 
investigation, and even without informing the victim of his caprice of the 
reasons for so grave an act. The Home^Government reversed the sentence, 
and ordered the Governor to reinstate Judge Kidout in both his offices ; — 
a humiliation to which he refused to submit, and which contributed largely 
to his resignation and recall. 

It will be seen that the very demands then made have long since been 
conceded; and had the Eeformers of 1837 abstained from actual rebellion, 
their conduct in other respects would have entitled them to the plaudits of 
all subsequent times. Lord Durham, in his admirable report on the state of 
the Provmce in 1839, which led to the union of Upper and Lower Canada 
in the following year, stated that "common prudence and good manage- 
ment would have prevented the outbreak ;" and more than hinted that the 
rebellion had been purposely invited by the Government,* for the purpose 
of crushing the leaders of the reform movement. 

The people of Lower Canada were laboring under evils and abuses 
nearly similar ; but while in Upper Canada, an Executive Council, respon- 
sible to the Assembly, was r^arded as the true remedy for the grievances 
of the times, the politicians of the Lower Province fancied an elective 

* Lord Durham's report, in Appendix to Journals of the House. Vol. I, page 33. 
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^(slative Council would leave them nothing to desire. As Lord Durham, 
ited, "both, in fact, desired the same object, namely, an extension of 
popular influence in the government,"* but pursued a different theory in 
their efforts to attain it. 

The attempt at insurrection was "as foolishly contrived and ill-conducted 
as it was wicked and treasonable," but now that the passions of the hour 
have had time to subside, some allowance must be made for men goaded to 
desperation by long years of mis-government, in the correction of which 
every moral and constitutional mode of redress appeared to have been 
exhausted. 

This explanation will show why we have stated that the Government of 
that day ill-deserved the tribute of loyalty and devotion shewn by the 
militia of the Province. The great majority of the people of Canada shrunk 
from open rebellion, and nobly rallied to support the Government, in num- 
bers, and with an enthusiasm worthy of a more deserving Administration. 

Newspapers in those days were not plentiful, and the people of the rural 
districts, actively engaged in warring with the forest, and pre-occupied 
with the stern struggle for existence amid the hardships of the bush, had 
but few sources of general information. A few persons, here and there in 
this county, thus understood and estimated the merits of the questions 
at issue, and when the insurrection came, either held aloof from the prepa- 
rations made to sustain the Government, or sullenly acquiesced in a move- 
ment it would be useless or fatal to resist. In the Newcastle District, 
twelve persons in all were arrested on a charge of sympathizing with the 
rebels, and after a temporary detention were dismissed. Among these 
was Dr. John Gilchrist, afterwards member of Parliament for the county. 



CHAPTER VII. 

TRAININGS AND ELECTIONS. 

During many years the militia of this town and county met annually at 
Major Anderson's, on the north shore of Rice Lake, for the formalities of 
"training," as it was called, which consisted chiefly in answering to the 
muster call of theit several companies, forming in double column, and an 

♦Ibid. Page 47. 
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attempt at the first steps in military drill. Drinking and dissipation not 
unusually followed, and formed no small portion of the apparent duties of 
the day. 

Previous to the division of the district, which took place in 1841, a 
great deal of inconvenience and loss of time was occasioned by jurymen 
from all these townships having to attend the sittings of the courts at 
Cobourg ; but the duty was unavoidable, and had to be borne as best it 
could. 

The first election of a representative in the Legislative Assembly of 
Upper Canada, in which much interest was taken in this county, was that 
of 1834. The candidates, we are informed, were Col. Alexander McDonell, 
Dr. John Gilchrist, James Grey Bethune and W. S. Conger, Esquires, the 
latter of whom was then engaged in mercantile life at Cobourg. Colonel 
McDonell was elected. 

The next election was held at Sully, on the south side of Rice Lake, 
in 1836, and was the scene of much excitement. The candidates were 
Henry Euttan, Esq., Col. Alexander McDonell, George M, Boswell, Esq., 
and Dr. John Gilchrist. 

So strong was the feeling here shewn in favor of the candidates from 
Peterborough, that a number of leading conservatives clubbed together, 
and raised a sunken steamer lying in the lower portion of the Otonabee, 
and had her fitted out so as to ply up and down the river for the convey- 
ance of voters. Temporary booths were erected in the vicinity of the 
polling place, where refreshments were served, while here and there, at 
convenient distances, the "free and independent electors" found whole 
barrels of whiskey, standing on end, with the heads knocked out, from 
which they dipped and drank at pleasure. These were evidently "drouthy" 
times, but it must be remembered that the exigency of the occasion was 
great, and that the wants of an entire District had to be supplied. Of 
course some scenes of violence accompanied these copious libations, but 
happily no lives were lofet ; and these very excesses no doubt contributed 
to bring about the wise legislation which during the present decade has 
rendered such scenes impossible. The election of 1836 resulted in a 
majority of votes for Col. Alexander McDonell, who was accordingly 
declared duly elected. 

As yet, Peterborough had no printing press, and of course no local news- 
paper. Both of these wants were supplied by John Darcus, Bsq., who in 
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November, 1837, commenced the publication of the "Backwoodsman 
and Peterborough Sentinel." Judging from some numbers of the 
second volume before us, it was of fair size, technically known as " medium." 
In typography and editorial management, its appearance was creditable, 
and would enable it to compare favorably with the local press of the time. 
The office of publication was a frame building of two stories, on the west 
side of George street, a little south of King, which was in subsequent 
years used as a school house ; and at length becoming dilapidated, fell a 
prey to the incendiary during the winter of 1865-6. Mr. Darcus was a 
prominent character in the local affairs of the time-^has already been 
mentioned — and will be referred to again in a future page. 

Up to the period of the Rebellion in 1837-8, the population of Peter- 
borough had materially increased, but the ^pect of the town was far from 
attractive to the visitor or the tourist. It was in fact but a large straggling 
village, with huge gaps between the houses, and these were built irregularly, 
with but little regard to symmetry or taste. 

On this part of our subject we have been favored with the following 
communication from an intelligent gentleman who then passed through 
Peterborough, and who is now one of our respected citizens : 

Peterborough, November 2d, 1866. 

" The first time I set my eyes upon the County Town of the present 
County of Peterborough, was about the middle of February, 1838. I 
entered it from the east side of the river, coming through the " Scotch 
Village," now the village of Ashbumham: and crossing the Otonabee on 
the old bridge. It was late in the afternoon, and my companion, the late 
Mr. Thomas Harper, pointed out as we drove along, the chief points of 
interests, and the names of the principal places." 

^^ In passing through the town, the chief business place appeared to be 
at the comers of Simcoe and George streets. But what struck me most 
was the isolated appearance of the houses. I do pot remember seeing two 
houses any where adjoining; and the figure I made use of at Ihe time was 
that the houses appeared to be ' sown broad cast.' " 

^^ On the market square were several log houses, on the site of the present 
market house and town hall. Near the site of the Bank of Montreal was 
a somewhat spacious log building, for several years after used as the Post 
office. The stores were few in number, Messrs. Shaw & Fortune, Charles 
Perry, Robert NichoUs, John Crawford, Holland and Morrow, being the 
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only merchants in the town. Their united business would scarcely equal 
that of one of our present business men." 

<^ There were two grist mills, two saw mills, two distilleries, one brewery, 
one tannery, four churches and one school— the Grammar School— a log 
building in the rear of where the present Union School now stands." 

" The buildings, save the Presbyterian and Episcopal churches, were 
entirely of wood, mostly framed, lathed and plastered inside and out. 
The dwellings were anything but comfortable, there being but the thick- 
ness of two laths and two thicknesses of mortar composing the walls ; the 
least crack in the mortar would allow the air to pass freely in. I imagined 
in all my travels I never found such cold houses as were then in Peter- 
borough." 

" The town appeared to be b^un at the south end, as, north of Simcoe 
street there were fewer houses than on the south side. An impression 
prevailed among the settlers that the town was destined to become a great 
place ; that the Otonabee river would te largely utilized for all sorts of 
manufactures ; an opinion requiring a mnsiderable d^ee of faith on the 
part of a stranger to endorse, being but a backwoods town with the stumps 
all through the streets, and its site on the north side of Hunter street 
covered with pine bushes." 

'^ The only passable roads were those of George street. Hunter street 
east and Sherbrook street west. On some of the streets the trees were 
growing, and the pine stumps upon others gave indications that the giants 
of the forest had been numerous upon the site of the town." E. 

It has been stated that the population of Peterborough in 1832 was 
five hundred. In 1838, it could not have exceeded eight or nine hundred 
inhabitants, all told. 

The population of the townships which since composed the United 
Counties of Peterborough and Victoria had by this time so largely 
^increased that it was deemed desirable to set them apart as a separate 
district, and this was accordingly done in 1841, under the name of the 
Colbome District. In the meantime a Jail and Court House had to be 
erected at Peterborough, which was at the same time declared the District 
Town. Fortunately the minutes of the proceedings have been preserved, 
and with them the details of the erection of these important structures, 
which will be found in the next chapter. 
7 
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CHAPTER Vlli. 



ERECTION OF COURT HOUfcJB AND JAIL. 

On the second day of June, 1838, a meeting of the magistrates of the 
proposed new Colbome District was held at " the Government school house," 
as the minutes term it, for the purpose of naming a Building Committee 
for the erection of the new Court House and Jail, and other matters in 
connection with the same, as provided in the Act passjed at a- previous 
session of the Upper Canada Legislature. The magistrates present were : 
Daniel Griffith, Esq., J. P. 



Thomas Need, " " 

Edward Duffy, " " 

C. Moe, " " 

Edward 8. Hickson, " 

Robert P. Madge, " 

James Wallis, " 

Walter Crawford, " 

Robert Dennistoun, " 

John Langton, " 

A, McDonell, 



Thomas TraiU, Esq., J. P. 
G. A. Hill, 
Ephraim Sanford, 
George G. Bird, 
Robert Reid, 
F. Connin, 
J. Hutchinson, 
Thomas Carr, 
John Darcus, 
Thomas A. Stewart, 
1., J. P., M. P. P. 
The Hon. T. A. Stewart, M. L. C, was called to the chair, and John 
Darcus, Esq., appointed Secretary of the meeting. On subsequent 
motions, the following gentlemen were appointed officers and members of 
the Building Committee, of whom three were declared a quorum : 

BUILDING COMMITTEE. 

Hon. Thomas A. Stewart, Chairman. 

William H. Wrighton, Esq., Secretary/. 

Edward Duffy, " Treasurer, 

Ephraim Sanford, " 

Robert P. Madge, " 

Edward S. Hickson, " 
On motion of C. Moe, Esq., seconded by E.Duffy, Esq., the Committee* 
were restricted to ai> expenditure of £4,000 on the new buildings, but 
subsequently, on finding that the tenders for the work, offered agreeably to 
the plans adopted, exceeded that amount, a second meeting of the 
magistrates was held, at which, on motion of James Wallis, Esq., seconded 
by R. Dennistoun, Esq., the Building Committee were empowered to pro- 
ceed to the extent of £6^000. 
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At the first meeting, the magistrates instructed the Building Committee 
to direct the Clerk of the Peace of the Newcastle District " to add one 
penny in the pound to the Assessment Roll of the proposed District of 
Colbome, for that year, (1838,) pursuant to the Act establishing the said 
proposed District.*' This rate was subsequently extended by resolution 
over the three following year»s. The committee was also authorized to 
advertize for plans for the proposed new Court House and Jail, and to pay 
the foUowbg premiums for the plans they may deem the best : 

For the 1st., twenty pounds; for the 2d.,. fifteen pounds; for the 3d., 
ten pounds. 

The Building Committee, at their second meeting, arranged to meet every 
Friday, for the dispatch of business. They also entered into n^ociations 
with several of the provincial banks, as well as with private individuals, to 
procure loans of money to carry on the work, until the taxes of the District 
would be available for that purpose. The following are the several sums 
procured by loan or otherwise for this purpose : — 

Commercial Bank, Cobourg, notes of Committee discounted, £1175 
0. Morrow, Esq., loan at 6 per cent, interest, payable half- 
yearly - - - - - - 500 

Hon. John Kirby, do do do 800 

Mrs. Elizabeth Fowler, do do do 741 

Rev. Francis Kirkpatrick, do do do 2350 
Hon. Z. Bumham, Treasurer Newcastle District, taxes on 

proposed Colbome District for 1838-9-40, - 1694 3 7J 

These sums, lessened as they were by discount and interest, did not 
suffice for the completion of the buildings, but several of the contractors 
accepted the Committee's debentures for sums varying from £100 to £1000, 
and these, as they matured, were met by the taxes levied on the new 
District in subsequent years. In a short time plans and specifications for 
the new buildings were submitted to the Comlnittee by Joseph Scobell and 
Walter Sheridan, Esquires. That of the former met with most favor, and 
was awarded the first prize, while Mr. Sheridan's entitled him to the second. 
The Hon. T. A. Stewart was then deputed to proceed to Toronto, and 
submit them to the Chief Justice, who confirmed the decision of the Com- 
mittee. Some alterations were afterwards discussed by the Committee, 
and the plans modified, but the one originally approved was finally adopted ; 
and carried out in its general det^iils. Some minor alterations were how- 
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ever miade, consisting chiefly of modifications in the interior, fey which 
additional space was gained both above and below. They also instructed 
the masons to put in cut stone quoins, arches, base course, jams and window 
sills, not in the original specifications. In excavating for the foundation it 
was found necessary to go double aind in some places treble the depth on 
which estimates had been formed.* All this occasioned an additional 
outlay, whicli exceeded the sum which had been stipulated as the limit of 
their expenditure, but their proceedings were endorsed by the magistrates, 
and met with the entire sanction of that body, as well' as of the public. 

The tender of Messrs. Thomaa Harper and B. Bletcher for 800 cords 
of stone at 14s. 9d. each, was accepted, provided they furnish all quarried 
stone, and this was agreed to by these gentlemen. 

On the 21st day of August, 1838, John Reid, Esq., P. L. S., reported 
to the Committee in reference to a survey of the Government appropriation 
of ground for a Court house, &c., which consisted in all of seven acres, 
lots Nos. 5, 6 and 7 of which would be required for the intended buildings. 
The foundation had not been excavated, and the grounds were still covered 
with brush and fallen trees, when it became known that His Excellency, 
Sir George Arthur, Lieut.-Govemor of Upper Canada, was about to visit 
Peterborough. As it was desirable that the foundation-stone should be 
laid by so distinguished a personage, Mr. Scobell was requested, by reso- 
lution, "to open about six feet of ground," and "have placed on the spot 
one load of stone," to admit of this ceremony being performed. The 
chairman was instructed to solicit this favor through His Excellency's 
secretary on his arrival, and "should he consent," the Rev. Mr. Wade was 
"to be requested to offer a short blessing on the success of the under- 
taking."! 

His Excellency cheerfully consented, but his time being limited, the 
Committee met at their room at 6.30 o'clock on the morning of the 25th 
August, 1838, waited upon the Governor at 7, and at 7.30 o'clock A. M., 
His Excellency and suite, accompanied by the Building Committee, pro- 
ceeded to the ground, and in the presence of numerous spectators laid the 
corner stone of the new buildings. The official ceremony over, the Rev. C. 
T. Wade, M. A., offered up an impressive and appropriate prayer. 

* Fourth and last report of the Building Committee, in Appendix to Journal of the .Oistrict Council 
—dated December aoth, 1841. 
t Minutes of Committee, August 21st, 18S8. Page 13. 
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The follo^nng articles were placed by His Excellency beneath the stone, 
in the foundation of the south-west corner.* 

A Parchment Scroll, 
(On which was tastefully engrossed the following:) 

ON THE 2&TR DAY OF AUGUfiTT, A. 1).. ISSS, 
HIS BXCELLENCT, 

MAJOR-GENERAL SIR GEORGE ARTHUR, «. C. H., 

Lieutenant-Governor of Upper Canada^ 

LAID THE riBST STONE OF THESE BUILDINGS. 

Then follows the names of the Building Committee, already mentioned 
in full. The following coins were also deposited : 

A British shilling of the reign of George IV., 1829. 
do sixpence do William IV., 1834. 

do penny do do 1831. 

do half-penny do do 1831. 

The lettering of the scroll was executed in elegant style by our towns- 
man, Ivan O'Beime, Esq. 

Tenders were afterwards received from time to time for the erection and 
completion of the several parts of the Court House building and Jail the 
entirecost of which, including alterations and extra work, amounted to 
£7190 15 7.t 

During the progress of the work, meetings of the magistrates of the 
proposed district were several times held, to advise with and assist the 
Committee. Towards the close of the work, Ephraim Sanford, Esq., was 
appointed treasurer of the Committee in place of Mr. Dufiy, who had 
removed from the Province; and D. Griffith, Esq., was appointed a mem- 
ber of the Building Committee. 

The walls and roofs of the Court House and Jail were completed in 
1839, and the work on the interior of the Court House finished, 
and that building handed over to the Committee by E. Chamberlen, Esq., 
on the 16th day of November, 1840, but not finally accepted by them until 
the May following. The jail was not entirely finished until the summer of 
1842, owing to a defect m the written agreement, by which the contractor, 
Mr. Edward Lee, claimed that the plastering was not included in his 



* Minutes of Committee, Aug^t 26lh. Page 16. 

t Minutes of Building Committee. Paget 149, 152 and 103. 
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contract ; and the seaaon of 1841 was so far advanced when this beoame 
known, that the plastering of the Jail had to be deferred until the following 
spring. 

At length, on the 27th day of December, 1841, after upwards of three 
years of arduous duty, the Building Committee were finally relieved of 
their task. At a meeting of magistrates held that day, their accounts were 
examined and declared, correct, and a vote of thanks was tendered '^ to the 
gentlemen composing the Building Committee, to their Treasurer and 
Secretaiy, for their indefatigable exertions in carrying the object of their 
appointment to completion." 



CHAPTER IX. 

(1) A SATIRICAL PRODUCTION. 

In the month of August, 1838, after the new Colbome District had been 
providonally set apart, and during the time the Building Committee were 
engaged in the arrangements for the erection of the Court House and jail, 
a severe and cutting satire upon Peterborough, and a number of its chief 
citizens, appeared in print in the columns of " The Plainspeaker," a small 
sheet then published at Cobourg. It purported to be an advertisement of 
"a sale extraordinary of the Town of Peterborough, to pay the taxes,'* 
and to be held on ihQ first of April following. Although the writer of 
the document in question announced that he would 



-Nothing extenuate, 



*' Nor set down aught in malice," 
some of his allusions, if reproduced, would be so pointedly offensive to 
many persons still living, who were probably neither better nor worse than 
the average of humanity, that it is better to omit them here. The docu- 
ment is supposed to have been written by Mr. Frederick Forest, then 
residing in Peterborough. The following are samples of this remark- 
able production, which, as may be supposed, attracted much attention at 
the time, and is still referred to with interest by many of our older residents, 
who were familiar with the characters pointed at, whose names or pecu. 
liarities furnished a ready mark for the shafts of the satirist, 
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From " The Plainspeaker;' ^ISSS. 
'< It hkB been reported that this ToWn is likely to become the Seat of 
Government ! The report can only be traced to the Editor of a con- 
temptible publication, whose total disregard for truth entitles him to no 
credit — 

^^ Who dares think one thing and another tell, 
"My soul detests liim as the gates of hell." 

"J. Court House and Jail will be built immediately. For the Debtor's 
Jail it is contemplated to erect a high wall all around the town ; — ^the 
conyenienco of the inhabitants has been thus consulted, as they will be 
able to continue in their present houses, an advantage they could not 
otherwise long enjoy." 

" The Commissioners of Public Worksh&y^ appointed a Secretary who 
thinks himself Wright-on all occasions, a point on which, judging from 
appearances, his Employers are not likely to be deceived." 

'^ About a year since a few Sentinels were established at the expense 
of the inhabitants. It is however to be n^retted that they have only 
brought contempt and disgrace on those who had the control of them. As 
they appear to be guided by the motto ^Mutare spemo^ their hitherto 
supporters have lost all hopes of their amendment. * * 

Let us do them justice : they were seldom seen off their ^««— few ever 
having ventured beyond the limits of the town. 

"Another Lawyer is Gumming to settle here — ^he has had only one case, 
which cannot be better described than in the words of Pope, 
"Thou great first cause, least understood." 

" ^Opposition is the life of Trade,^ So think the Magistrates who have 
established two separate Boards of Companies among themselves. Causa 
latet res est notissim>e. 

"One party is led (query misled) by an individual who has adopted the 

motto of his lowest follower — ^Nunquam hie MoB nisi in dispari,^ One 

of the same party advertizes Magisterial business gratis, no doubt having 

apportioned the value and the price. From this it will appear that no 

price is fixed for Justice and at no price can it be obtained. 

" It is a tale 
" Told by an Idiot, full of sound and fury, 
^ ^ Signif^g nothing." < 

" Intending purchasers, who cant' well pay without, may borrow money 

on easy terms. The lender, Cant' well, wait for his Interest , having 

little or no principle left. 
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(2) ANOTHER IMMIGRATION. 

In the year 1839, Captain Charles Rubidge, R.N., who had been absent 
in England during the greater portion of the two previous years, returned 
to Peterborough, having in charge a body of immigrants, numbering in all 
183 souls, chiefly selected from the estates of Col. Wyudham, in Clare and 
Limerick, in the South of Ireland. The voyage was most prosperous, 
and as the immigrants passed through the country, many of them found 
profitable employment, and the remainder, within a few days after their 
arrival in Peterborough, were absorbed among the people of the surrounding 
townships ; and having found temporary occupation, many of them after- 
wards became owners of land, on which they or their families still reside. 

(3) THE ELECTION OF 1841. 

The election of 1841 is memorable not only as being one of the first 
after the union of the Provinces, and the first held within the new District 
of Colbome, then only provisionally set apart from the Newcastle District ; 
but also for a scene of violence rarely exceeded among these exciting con- 
tests in the past, and under our present judicious election law, it may be 
presumed, quite impossible in the future. 

The election for the new provisional District, which then embraced what 
is now the Counties of Peterborough and Victoria, was held in Peterbo- 
rough, and had its head quarters at White's Hotel, situated just east of 
George Street, in the southern part of the town*, where the poll was 
opened by Captain Frazer, the returning officer. The candidates were : 
Colonel Alexander McDonell, 
Frederick Ferguson, Esq. 
Dr. John Gilchrist. 

The former of these gentlemen appeared in the conservative and the 
latter in the reform interest. As the election progressed, it became evident 
that Dr. Gilchrist would be elected, and a plot was at once formed to 
break up the election, so as to prevent his legal return. The conspirators, 
who are now well known, and rank among their number several of our 
respectable citizens, met in a tavern (since burnt down) on the flat space 
just above the western extremity of the Otonabee bridge, and there arranged 

* This hotel ww situated contiynoiis to Day^s Brewery, and was tlien a leading public house, and a 
place of fiuhioiiable resort. Both it and ihe brewery were burned to the ground, during the summer 
of 1866, but the brewery had long ceased to be uted tot any purpose, and the hotel has been for some 
years occupied as a private residence. 
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their plans. A gentleman, well known in botli town and county, but 
whose name, for obvious reasons, we forbear to specify, was then acting as 
constable and door keeper of the room in which the poll was being held, 
and was aware of their designs. They were to approach in a body ; the 
door keeper was to make a show of resistance, and be knocked down, with 
his own consent. In the melee which wmild Mow, the poU-book was to be 
seized and destroyed, and thus the opposing party would be deprived of 
the only legal evidence of the election of their candidate. 

The room was full of people, among whom were the candidates and their 
agents, when the conspirators stealthily approached. On reaching the 
room, a fierce show of fight was mad6, amid which the guardian of the 
peace rolled over as if smitten by a thunderbolt. The books of the check 
clerks and other papers were speedily seized, but the presence of mind of 
the Returning Officer defeated their design. On the first alarm, he quietly 
slipped the poll-book beneath his coat, where it remained secure. Whether 
from accident or otherwise. Dr. Gilchrist received a blow upon the head 
with a stick, from which, howevear, he speedily recovered. 

But though thus baulked in their design, some of the more daring and 
reckless pursued the game still further. The Returning Officer then 
occupied a room at White's, and on his going out in the evening to dine 
with a friend, his apartment was entered, and a valise cut open, in hopes 
of finding the coveted poll-book within. But Captain Fraser, as if antici- 
pating their design, had taken the precious document with him, and 
retained it in his possession, so that this second attempt failed as igno- 
miniously as the first. As not one of the parties implicated in this outrage 
would now attempt to justify or even palliate if, we may spare them the 
censures such conduct so justly deserved. Besides, their leader passed 
away from the excitements of earth during the present year, (1866), and 
the survivors have no doubt sufficiently r^etted acts committed during 
the heat of excitement, and when carried away by the passions of the 
hour. 

The election of 1841 resulted in the^l^tion^ bjf a considerable majority, 
of Dr. John (xilchrist, a» member of Parliament for the new Colbome 
District, which position he eonti»ued to fill duritig the next four years. 
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CHAPTER X. 

THE NEW OOLBOBNE DISTRIOT. 

On the l^th day of October, 1841, the proclamation formally establish- 
ing the Colbom^ District^ was issued^ by command of Sir Eichard Downes 
J^ckBo^f K, C. B.,. who was &r a time Administrator of the Government 
after the death of Lord Sydenham* The following townships were 
embraced in the new District, the first eleven of which are included in 
the County of Peterborough : 

Behnont, Methuen, Burleigh, Dummer, Asphodel, Otonabee, Douro, 
North Monaghan, Smith, Ennismore, Harvey, Ybrulam, Emily, Ops, 
Fenelon, Mariposa, Eldon, Bezley, Somerville. 

Early in the following year (1842) one or more District Councillors were 
elected from each township, and tliese met at the Court House in Peter- 
borough, for t^ir first session, on Tuesday, Februaiy dth, 1842. 

George Arundel Hill, Esquire, of Dummer, was appointed by the Gov- 
ernment to preside as Warden over the deliberations of the new Council ; 
and continued to act in that capacity up till the close of the year 1846. 

The following are the names of the gentlemen composing this first 
council and the townships from which they were elected : 

George A. Hill, Esq., Warden. Councillors — Thomas Harper, Esq., 
Monaghm ; Stephen Nichols, E^., Smith; Smithin D. Gibbs, Esq., 
Douro ; Thps Carr and James Doris, Esq'rs, Otonahee; Richard Birds^dl, 
Esq., Asphodel ; Josias L. Hughes, Wm. Cottingham, Esq'rs, Emili/ ; 
Francis Kelly, Esq., Ofps; John Langton, Esq., Fenelon; Thomas Need, 
Esq., Verulam and Harvey ; Daniel Costello, Esq., JEnnismore ; Samuel 
Davidson, Esq., Mariposa ; Alex. Campbell, Esq., Eldon ; Alex. Kidd, 
Esq., Dummer. 

OfIpigebs or THX Council.— JTohn Darcus, Esq., Clerk; Dr. John 
Gilchrist, Treasurer ; James Hall, and Bobert Beid, Esq'rs, Auditors ; 
G. B. Hall, Esq., Solicitor, ifcc. 

BoAD Su£TXTOB8.^^olm Beid, Thomas J. Dennehy, Bichard Birdsall, 
George Hughes, Edward Caddy, James W. Dunsford, Alex. Campbell, 
Charles Britton, and James Bird, Esquires. 

At the end of one year, one-third of these councillors retired by ballot, 
and another third at the end of the second year, their places being sup- 
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plied by a new election. At the end of the third year the third first 
elected retired, and in each sab6e(][uent year the third then longest in office 
withdrew; so that one-third of the councillors only were elected ekch 
year. The machinery of the District Coandl thus organized continued 
in force until 1850, in the beginning of which year the bans of the present 
Municipal System was laid, which, with yarious trifling modfficatiofkfi, still 
continues in force. It was then, (in 1850,) that township 66unc3s were 
instituted, and the management of local affairs placed entirely in the hands 
of the people in each township, who have smee had entire control, fliroti^h 
their local councillors, of the levying of taxes, Ihe improTement of roads, 
and all other necessary ezpenditnie. The County Counoil is ocwiposed at 
the Beeves or priding offioers of the eereral tovnfliiq» councils, and 
is empowered to levy certain taxes &r county pmposQs. Thus the entire 
direct taxation of the country is levied by Hie eoimty and township coun- 
cils, and expended under their ausiMoes ; statements in reference to the 
receipts and disbursements of whidi are pabUshed annually, so that what- 
ever taxation exists is levied diraedy by the people ihrough their repre- 
sentatives, chosen yearly to manage their affairs. 

In connection with each townldiiq[> will be found a list of the gentlemen 
who have been successively District CounciUors for that township, and 
also the names of those who by virtue of their positum as Beeve or head 
of each Township Council, have had seats in the County Council, and 
collectively formed that Council during the same period. 

The population of the several townships ct^posing t|ie County of 
Peterborough in 1841 was as follows: — Otonabee 1931, North Monaghan, 
(including the town) 1620, Smith 1349, I>ouro 856, J>ummer868, 
Asphodel 551, Belmont 115, Ennismore 279, and Harvey 50. 

The estimate of the liabilities of ^e entire new District for the year 
1842, including interest on the jail debt, did not exceed |6000 for all 
purposes. These were times of o<Hnparative poverty, of impassible roads, 
small clearings, paltry prices, and low taxation. The gradual progress 
and deyelopement of the eounty, has to a great extent ameliorated the 
greater number of these conditions, and of necessity added largely to its 
burdens. The liabilities of this county alone for 1866 scarcely fell short of 
$18,000. £|ut with increased resources, improved roads, and an excellent 
market, our people are better able to meet the larger scale of taxation 
to-day than they were the more moderate one of former y^ars j and not a 
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man in the community would be willing to return to the lates of the 
period referred to with all the concomitant . circumstances of the time 
Annexed. 

A great deal .oif difficulty was found in the settlement of accounts 
betwe^ tben^w Colbome District and the old Newcastle District; and it 
was not iiatU 1845, and after l^gal proceedings were about to be resorted 
to, that balanoes due this District were paid and the whole matter fairly 
adjusted. 

Among the earliest By-Lawi passed by tile District Council was one for 
the payvient of the salaries of ita officen^ among whom are to be reckoned 
the clerks, asseasoTB Mid coUeetors of ^e several townships. The Warden's 
salary was at first $80 per year; in 1844 it was increased to $160, and 
in 1847, dmiing Hie tet yeir Jdhn Langtmi, Esq., presided over the 
Council as Warden, the salary alitaohed to that office wafi abolished 
entirely. It is but pioper to remark^ howeyer, that some remuneration, 
in addition to tiie oidinary f«es, Ms eaoh yetfr been voted to the Warden, 
in lieu of a salary. In 1849 this h9norariwm,weL& $200, and it has rarely 
if ever since exceeded that sum. In February of 1847, a silk gown was 
first provided for the Warden^ by erder of the Council, and has been since 
worn by the gentleiaen idio have suoeeasively ooeupied that position. 

The District Clerk's salary in the beginning of 1842 was $160, but in 
a few months was raised to $300, and in 1849 to $400 per year. In 
January, 1862, the offices of Clerk and Treasurer were united, the salary 
then being fixed at $500, which as the duties of the joint office expanded 
was in 1860 increased t6 $1206 yearly, at which'it slill remains. 

The Treasurer of tte District, in its early days, was allowed four per 
cent upon all moneys pasfflng through his hands, and also a fee of one 
shilling for every inspection of his books or aocoimts. In 1849 an annual 
salary of $400 was attached to the office, in lieu of all percentages, and 
other fees or chargies. 

The Auditors in 1842 were paid $20 each per annum. In 1850, their 
remuneration was increased to $30, and in 1856 to $40 each, at which it 
still remains. 

The District Surveyor was at first paid $1.75 per day while actually 
employed. In 1844 a fixed salary of $100 was attached to the office, 
which was slightly increased in subsequent years, and in 1849 rose to 
$150, but was abolished during the following year. 
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The clerks of the several townships were paid $12 each, during the 
first years of our District Coonoil, with the exception of that officer in 
Belmont, who only received $4 per year. In subsequent years, and 
especially since the new municipal system was introduced in 1850, Uiese 
officers, and also the Assessors and Collectors, are paid for the greatly 
increased duties, of later years, by the several municipalities for which 
they act. 

The pay of the District Councillors, (or '^wages'' as they term it in the 
several by-laws relating to this subject,) was at first $1.25 per day; in 
1855 it was increased to $1.50 ; and now, for some years, has been $1.75 
per day, with allowance of 15 cents per mQe one way for travelling expenses. 

In the early years of the District Council, the onerous duties entailed 
by a seat in that body do not appear to have been sought after so eagerly 
as in more recent times. Among the earliest by-laws of that period, is one 
" to determine the penalties on persons refusing to serve as Councillors ;'* 
and in 1845, we find one entitled ^<A by-law to- enforoe the attendance of 
Municipal Councillors," which howewt was r^wakd in 1848. The former 
of these imposed a fine ci not le« than one dollar, nor more than forty, 
for neglecting or refusing to ti^e and mbscribe the oath prescribed : and 
the latter a penalty of one dollar for absence from any of the sittings of 
Council, and two dollars for absence during an entire day, without per«- 
mission of the Council. 

One of the first projects espoused by the District Council was the con- 
struction of a plank road from Cobouxg, round the head of Bice Lake, to 
Peterborough, and thence to Chemoi^ Lake. But this, like many other 
projects since mooted, was ere long ab^doned. The chief records of the 
Council are made up of the then impcortant, but now uninteresting, details 
of the opening up or establishment of new Unee of road, repairing bridges, 
arrangii^ and re-modelling the boundaries of school sections, and the 
numerous other matters common to the business of all councils. 

During the year 1844, John Darcus, Esq., a Justice of the Peace, who 
till then had acted as District Clerk, was found guilty of frauds, which 
not only deprived him of that office, but obliged him to abandon the 
neighborhood, if not even to fly 'from the Province. His peculations were 
trifling, and must have been entered upon in an unguarded moment. 
They occurred in this wise. It is customary when any person kills a 
wolf to take the scalp to the nearest magistrate, who signs a certifieate to 
the efkct that a woU* has been killed, and the recipient, on presenting this 



Digitized by 



Google 



document tp ihe County Treasurer, is entitled to a bonus of six dollars, 
£)r the service thus rendered to tlie countrj. Mr. Darcus forged seven- 
teen of these certificates, inserting the names of settlers at a distance, and 
dre^ the moQc; in tfieir name^, which of course he retained. Soon after, 
one of the per3ons whose name had been unwarpintahlj used, was con- 
gratulated on his success as a hunter, when he denied haying killed any 
wolves, and on further enquiry, the discovery was made, which resulted in 
the withdrawal from the country of the unfortunate gentleman who had 
allowed himself to he guilty of the base transaction. We mention these 
circumstances more in sorrow than in scorn, and to ^^point a moral" rather 
than ^^adom" this narrative. 

The Poun^y Treasurer was thereupon instructed to publish annually, a 
list of the name^ of persons mentiof^ed in such certificates, with their place 
of repidepce ; fi pr^ution at all times nec^sary to guard against a repe- 
titio|[i of such fraud. 

Qn the removal oi Mr. Darcus, James McCacroll, Usq., acted as County 
Cleck for a few weeks, when the permanent appoiniwent was conferred 
upon Walter Sheridan, Esq. Dr. John Gilchrist continued to act as 
Treasurer until October, 1846, at whi(^ time Fredeji^ck Ferguson, .Esq., 
was appointed to that office, whioh he retamed tiU the 4im of 1S5}, when 
the two offices of clerk and treasurer were uiiited ; and t^e dirties of both 
have since been very faithfully and efficiently dischi^rged by Itf r. Sheridan, 
who still retains ihem. 

On the retirement of Mr. Ferguson, the Council expressed their entire 
confidence in his integrity and ability, and their regret at dispensing with 
his services, which was rendered expedient by the amalgamation of the 
two offices. Both Dr. Gilchrist and Mr. Ferguson acted in turn as Gov- 
ernment Land Agent, an office subsequently held by the late Col. Crawford, . 
and abolished, in so far as the older townships of the County of Peterborough 
was concerned, within a few years of the present time. 



CHAPTER XI. 

.^CjHOOLS AND SUPSBINTSlfDSNTS. 

An^w.CominonSehoplaot, passerby the Be&rm Goy|9pHnent of the 
day^ cam^ iiitpiori^ ^i l^, and JSIUas Biui^luun) JBsq., iras «£{fl^te^ 
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Superintehient of Schools for tlie CWltofnJB district, in order effectuklly to 
carry out Its provisions, — an oftce ^tfich lie accepted ratiber from a desire 
to further the importfoit interests of educatibn, than from ftny emotuinents 
belonging to the office, the salary attached tb ^liich (foriiig the pieriod he 
held it, was at first £25 and then £50 per year, including trarielling 
expenses. Mr. Bumham discharged the arduous and laborious duties of 
this office, from this time up till the year 1850, with commendiri>le zeal 
and ability, in doing so, travelling on horseback from six to e%ht hundred 
miles annually. The following official report, which he submitted to the 
Council at the close of the year 1844, will be found interesting as an 
illustration of the position of the Distarict at thAt date, in m educational 
point of view. 

REPOET OP THE DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS FOR THE 

YEAR 1844. 

To the Warden and Councillors of tJie Colhome District, 
Gentlemen : 

I beg to lay before you a report relating to the Common Schools of the 
Colbome District for the year 1844. I have visited all the schools during 
the pa3t yetu:, ifi operation at the time of my annual examination, except 
one in Yerulam and Harvey, and one in Fenelon and Bexley. Circum- 
stances have delayed my examination of these beyond the time prescribed. 
The character of the schools, generally, is satis^tory. It is to be r^etted 
however that in many of the school districts, particularly those in the 
townships of Ops and North Monaghan, the schod houses are so very bad, 
amounting in some instances to a state of actual discomfort and unhealthi- 
ness; but I have invariably urged upon the people the necessity of their 
improvement, and I have reason to believe that they fully agree with me 
therein, and that they will remedy the evil as soon as possible.'' 

<' The attendance of children is good, averaguig to each school about 
twenty-five, but I am sorry to see tlus mimber oonfijiied solely, or nearly 
so,. to children of small age. Taking one school with another, there is a 
fair proportion of children who read and write." 

'^ In no in^tancu in iwy recollection^ 'with one or two exceptions, have 
I seen the English grammar in use; very seldom gec^raphy, and no 
history, except oocasionbMy in a reading boo^. 7he bible I found in 
general use." 

<< There is a great deficiency of books in very many of the schools.'' 
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" This, I was told, originated in the cardessness or poverty of tjie parents. 
I haye, however, invariably urged upon them the necessity of supplying 
their children with proper books. The teachers frequently complain of 
this deficiency, and of their consequent inability to classify their scholars ; 
which is prejudicial to their advancement." 

" I have reason to believe that the teachers rely more upon reason and 
common sense in their instructaon, than upon the rod ; and I have inva- 
riably urged upon them to do so. I have also had to suggest the benefit 
of allowing the children a short relaxation during school hours. I have also 
made it known that intemperance in any teacher will be regarded by me 
as a good cause for his immediate removal, and that cruelty towards his 
scholars will be promptly put down.'' 

" Upon the whole, I may say that, although there is much room for 
improvement in many of the schools, still there is no real cause for com- 
plaint, and I mh. satisfied that they will continue gradually to prosper, and 
that the teachers will be improving." 

<^ I may further state that I made an application some time ago to the 
Governor General for the free grant of a lot4n the Town of Peterborough, 
to Trustees, with the view of ultimately being able to build thereon a 
commodious school house, and establishing by private munificence a fund, 
the interest from which would be sufficient to supply free tuition to all 
who might choose to avail tliemselves of it, and to have a good library in 
connection therewith ; and I have intended, if my exertions had been suc- 
cessful, to have devoted the entire of my salary, as Superintendent, for 
that purpose. But His Excellency did not condescend to notice my 
petition, and so the matter for the present has ended. 

I have the honor to be, &c., 

E. BURNHAM, 

County Superintendent of Schools for the Colbome District" 

Peterborough, February 11, 1845. 

Thomas Benson, Esq., succeeded E. Bumham, Esq., in the office of 
County Superintendent, — ^the salary being now raised to £130 per year. 
Mr. Benson was highly respected both for his intelligence and the urbanity 
of his manners. His was one of the many valuable livto lost in the 
terrible railroad disaster at the Dei^ardines Canal in 1857. He retained 
the office of County Superintendent only for one year. His letter of 
resignation is interesting, as pourtraying the arduous duties of that office, 
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and tlie scant i^^ioaerftdon thus a&rded for servloes so important. It is 
as follows : 

^^ To the Wardm and Mumcipal CouncUlora of the County of Peter- 
borough^ in Council Ajuembled. 

^^ GxNTLBHEN I — The p^iod having arrivod when it becomes neoessarj 
that you should provide for tibe superintendence of the Common Schools 
of the county for the ensmng year, it is proper that I should infi)rm you 
that I do not intend to offer myself as a oaudidate for Oke situation you 
did me the honor to con&r upon me at the commencement of the past 
year." 

^' If I here take occasicm to refer to a few of the reasons which have 
induced me to come to this determination, it will be mHi the sole view of 
increasing the usefubess and efficiency of an office, &e faithful discharge 
of the duties of which may do more to promote the social and moral 
advancement of the rural population of iihis county, iha^ aoy other secular 
agency within your control. The fii!at and most powerful B9i>tive w}^ich 
impels me to decline a rea|i|X»nianent to the office of superintendent of 
schools, is the conviction that the amount of labor which the faithful 
discharge of its duties would entail upon the mcumbent, is more Aan any 
one person could possibly endure." 

<< I trust it will be ap|ttrent that in allading to the estent of this li^bor, 
t do not seek to magnify my own exiertions. I oriive yonr attention to this 
point merely to diew that a change of the former system m necessity." 

'^ The distance which must be travelled over to complete one visit to. 
each school section in this coimty, would appear totally incredible to any 
one who had not taken some pains to reckon up the numerous journeys it 
occasions ; one visit could not be nearly accomplished in a qjaarter of the 
year at an average rate of travelling of twenty miles a day. This rate, 
considering the state of most of tilie roads, and the time whi<^ must be 
spent in properly examining a school, is greats than oould pofisibly be 
maintained for a whole year. The extent of my correspondence during 
tbe past year has been much greater ^an any one anticipated. Upwards 
of six hundred communications have been reo^ved, and nearly £ve hun- 
dred despatched. It is true that this will be in future greatly diminished, 
unless changes^are made in the school law : but it will always be very con- 
siderable. The operation of a law but newly introduced, entailed upon 
me the preparation of opinions and decisions, which not unfrequently 
required days of careful research, and much labor in furnishing numerous 
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copies. I do not at all exaggerate when I state that the office work alone 
of my situation, has consumed more time, and required more anxious 
exertion, than is devoted to some of the hest paid offices in the country." 

'^ In the next place, I find that my health is not equal to the task this 
office imposes. Frequent night journeys, and change of quarters, hrought 
on a fit of illness which kept me from the performance of my duties for 
several weeks, every efibrt to resume my journeys bringing on a relapse." 

<^ But I should be recreant to the cause I profess to advocate, if I 
allowed any cowardly apprehension of being misunderstood or misrepre- 
sented, to prevent me from stating that the remuneration attached to the 
office under consideration, is out of all proportion to the nature and im- 
portance of its duties, and to the value of such qualification as a superin- 
tendent should possess." 

''My personal expenses for the year, including travelling expenses, 
repairs, stationery, postage and loss in the value of a horse worn down, 
have amounted to about »seventy pounds, leaving only about sixty pounds 
as compensation for services which occupied the whole of my time, to the 
exclusion of all other sources of income." 

" The conclusion I desire to draw from these statements, is one to which 
I trust I may be permitted to call your attention, without exposing myself 
to the imputation of officious interference with privil^es and duties which 
are peculiarly committed to you by the law : — it is this — that the interests 
of education will be promoted by a division of the county into at least 
two districts for school superintendence, and by fixing a rate of remune- 
ration more justly proportioned to the value of the services and attainments 
called into exercise by its arduous duties and high requirements." 

'' With r^ard to the condition and prospects of common school edu- 
cation in the county, an improvement has taken place, and an impetus 
has been given to the desire for further advancement which must have 
become so apparent to each of you, gentlemen, in your several localities, as 
to leave no need to enlarge upon it here. Whether this improvement shall 
go on with a much needed and steadily increasing progress, will greatly 
depend upon the appointments which the Council may now make, to fill a 
situation the duties of which I feel that I have very imperfectly discharged." 
''I have the honor to be, Gentlemen, 

''Your most obedient humble servant, 
(Signed) Thomas Bsnson, 

^' SupH SchooU Co. Peterboro\ 
" Peterborough, 28th January, 1852." 
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After the relarement of Mr. Benson, in January, 1852, the county was 
divided into four sections, for purposes of superintendence, of which the 
Townships of Smith, Douro and Otonabee formed one, Asphodel, Dummer 
and Belmont formed another, the other two consisting of the townships of 
North Monaghan and Ennismore respectively. The Rev. Edward Roberts 
was appointed Local Superintendent of the first division, the Bev. Thomas 
Searight of the second, Thos. Fortye, Esq., for North Monaghan, and 
Patrick Sullivan, Esq., for Ennismore. 

In March, 1853, requests were made for the appointment of separate 
township Local Superintendents, and notwithstanding the formal disapproval 
of this system expressed by Wm. Cottingham, Esq., Warden, in his 
address to the Council, this system was adopted, and has been since con- 
tinued until 1866, when an effort towards the centralization of the duties 
of the office was again made, and with partial success. The list of town- 
ship i^uperintendents will be found in connection with the several munici- 
palities for which they held office. 



CHAPTER XII. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

In February, 1847, an important meetmg was held in the Court House 
for the purpose of forwarding the construction of a railroad from Port 
Hope to Peterborough,— a charter for which had been obtamed during the 
then last session of Parliament ; but the subject was new, and public 
moneys, which were afterwards so lavishly expended by means of the 
Municipal Loan Fund, were not yet available. The project therefore de- 
pended entirely upon individual and local effort, but though frequently 
and freely discussed, did not come into effect until several years later. 

During March of the same year, (1847) public meetings were held and 
subscriptions raised to aid in mitigating the serious distress from famine 
then prevailing in Ireland and Scotland. Several of our leading citizens, 
both in town and county, lent themselves freely to this good work ; which 
resulted in a collection in all of £364, the proportion of which for Scot- 
land was duly forwarded through the Treasurer, James WaHis, Esq., for 
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fcom some cause, never applied fer their proportton, although duly notified. 
It was therefore resolved, at a pablie meeting, held in September of that 
year, to apply this f»rtton for the relief of immigrants arriving here, or 
then in the district, k large proportion of whom w^e f^m Ireland. 

The number of these was very considerable, and they brought with them 
a form vf fever of a malignant type. A public meeting was then called 
and the following gentlemen appointed to act as a Health Committee for 
the town: — Thomas Chambers, Charles Forest, Joseph Shaw, Robert 
Stenson and James JB^arvey, Esquires. In order to provide shelter and 
attendance for those Who arrived here in an almost destitute condition, a 
temporary hospital Was improvised in the southern part of the town. 
Among the victims of this disease was Dr. Hutcheson, in reference to 
whose decease the Peterborough Dispatch contained the following brief 
obituary notice : — 

" Died, — On Sunday, [July 1st, 1847^] of typhus fever, caught while 
in attendance at the immigrant sheds, John Hutcheson, Esq., M.D., aged 
60 years, formerly of Kirkaldy, in Fife, North Britain, and a resident of 
America since 1815. This melancholy event cast a gloom over the entire 
community, to whose interests, he, both as a friend and a physician, had 
long been faithfully devoted. The writer trusts that some one of his 
most intimate associates will pay a just and fitting tribute to the memory 
and merits of our departed friend, as it would be both unbecoming and 
ungrateful that talent and worth such ma Dr. Hutcheson was largely gifted 
with, should pass from the busy stage of life without something beyond a 
passmg notice." 

During 1846-7 the bridge across the Otonabee at Peterborough was 
rebuilt, under the supervision of the Board of Works, — ^and a large sum 
of money expended on the boundary line betwe^i Otonabee and Douro, 
Asphodel and Dummer, part of which was for the construction of a bridge • 
across the Indian river on that road. Towards these important improve- 
ments a grant of £3000 had been made in Parliament during the previous 
year, and the outlay then effected along the boundary line mentioned, and 
over seven hundred days' work, voluntarily offered by the residents along 
the road, rendered it barely passable for a team and vehicle. 

The death of B. Y. McKtes, Esq., first Judge for the Colbome District, 
occurred on the 2nd day of December, 1847. 
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abcmt thai tim^ a iiew eleetaon was ordered, whieh took place on the 20th 
and 21st of the same moBih. George Bi^rker Hall, Esq., barrister, at 
onoe offered himself as a eaadidate for the representatioii of the eoonty, 
but Iras offered the pontioii of Distriet Judge, whieh he accepted. The 
oUier candidates in the field were James Hall, (the pn^sent Sheriff) John 
Langton and Bichard Birdsall, Esquires. These three gentlemen went to 
the polls. Mr. Hall was the nominee of the Beform Gonyention, and was 
elected by 81 of a majority oyer hk most successful opponent. 

The first side-widk in Peterborough was built during this year, (1847.) 
It is m^mtioned in the local press of the time, among the public improve- 
ments; but was of diort eitent, and merely extended from the '^Albert 
house" of that day, to Mr. Cluxton's store, on Oeorge street. 

During 1847, the large stone building between St. Peter's and St. 
Andrew's Churches, now the residence of Bobert NichoUs, Esq., was 
built by P. M. Grover, Esq., and afterwards purchased by the Odd Fellows 
of Peterborough for a hall, and formally dedicated by them to this purpose 
in February, 1848. From some cause the society in Peterborough, fell 
into decline, and has now foi* several years ceased to exist. 

In the Peterborough Dispatch of May 4tli, 1848, appears the following 
brief tribute to the memory of a prominent and wealthy citizen then just 
deceased : 

"Died, — ^At his residence, in Peterborough, on Saturday, the 29ih ult., 
after a short but painful iUness, which he bore with une(»uplaining resig- 
nation, OuGHTBT Morrow, fisquire, one of our oldest and most respected 
merchants, who grew with the growth of our thriving town, and whose 
interests were largely identified with it. One who by a steady career of 
probity, int^rity and untiring industry, had realized a handsome inde- 
pendoice ; and had besides acquired general esteem and confidence among 
all classes of the community. The deceased was a magiskate, and also 
filled the office of trustee of the Grammar School of the Colbome District.*' 
''His funeral was most numerously and respectably attended. St. John's 
Churdii was thronged in every pdrt, and many could not gain idmittance. 
Business was entirely suspended ; indeed, unavoidaUy so,— for nearly every 
mile inhabitant was presmt on the melaneholy occasion of consigning to 
the tomb our respected friend and citizen, in hope of a glorious immortality." 
"An honest man,— the noblest work of God." 
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The walk of the large flonr and grist mill, on the east side of the Oton- 
abee bridge, the property of B. D. Rogers, Esq., was built in 1848,— the 
adjoining saw mill having daring that year been finished and in operation. 
On the completion of Mr. Roger's large mill, Peterborongh had << three 
first-class flouring establishments, capable of manufacturing from 50,000 to 
60,000 barrels of flour jper annum,^" The other mills referred to were 
that of 6. B. HaU, Esq., in the occupation of Mr. Martin, and that owned 
by J. R. Benson, Esq. A fine woollen factory was then approaching com- 
pletion, and an extensive rake factory, conducted by Mr..Sperry, is said to 
have turned out 20,000 of those useful implements during the previous 
season.f Three iron foundries were also at this time in successful opera- 
tion:|:, namely, that of Messrs. Harvey & Dixon, Messrs. Malcolm & Co's, 
and the furnace and shops of Mr. Mowry at the east end of the bridge. 
Sundry good buildings had also been erected ; and among others, the brick 
hotel owned by Thomas Chambers, Esq., on the comer of Hunter and 
Water Streets, subsequently destroyed by fire. In regard to hotels it may 
here be mentioned that the "Globe'' hotel, on Charlotte street, was the 
first brick house erected in Peterborough, and the "Commercial hotel" of 
Mr. Chambers, just mentioned, was the second building of brick within 
the limits of the town. It stood on the site of his present grocery, and 
was for a time the leading public house in Peterborough. It was built in 
1847, burned down in 1858, and on its site the present two story building 
was erected in 1864. Mr. Chambers has long been known as one of our 
enterprising and wealthy citizens. 

It is more difficult than might at first appear, to do justice, in a work 
of this kind, to the growth of the several interests, commercial, mechanical 
and agricultural. The operations of the latter especially, important though 
they be, are unobtrusive, and require to be sought ai^r rather than appear 
on the surface. We find, however, in the Peterborough Despatch of 
February 3rd, 1848, a report of the Committee of the Colbome District 
Agricultural Society for 1847, which is full of interest. After an expres- 
sion of regret that more zeal and efficient interest were not shown in r^ard 
to the township agricultural societies, and also that such a society as that 
for the District should only number about four hundred members, the 
. Committee go on to remark : 

" But on the other hand, we find much cause for congratulation in the 

« Despatch Aug. 31 st, 1848. 

t Ibid. 

X JhspaUk Sept. 7Ui, 1848. 
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steady and rapid advancement in both the quantity and quality of the 
agricultural products of this District since the formation of your society. 
This advancement is, perhaps, most observable in the articles of wheat and 
flour. Up to the year 1842, it is known, that not more than two thousand 
bushels of wheat were sent out of the District for sale in any one year. 
During the last year, (1847) upwards of twenty thousand barrels of 
flour, and thirty thousand bushels of wheat, were sent off by the merchants 
of this District alone ; independently of the large quantity (probably not 
less than fifty thousand bushels) of wheat taken out by the farmers them- 
selves, and sold at the ports on Lake Ontario." 

^^ In the first year mentioned, not one mill existed in this District capa- 
ble of manufacturing flour for the foreign markets ; now more than eight 
manufacturing mills, with upwards of thirty run of stones are in operation.* 
In 1842, not more than one thrashing mill wajs owned in the District, now 
upwards of fifty are in use, thirty of them manufactured at the foundry 
in Peterborough, during the last year. Upwards of eight hundred plows 
were made during the past year, (1847) by only two establishments in 
^ this District ; and now a reaping ma<$hine, almost innumerable horse rakes, 
drill plows, harrows, cultivators, and other improved implements of hus- 
bandry are in general use." 

" Within the same short period several woolen factories, two, at least, of 
which would do credit to the oldest settled parts of the Province, have 
been erected, and are gradually extending their operations and their 
benefits ; while the market they offer for an important staple of the country, 
is already effecting an evident improvement in the breed of sheep. Nu- 
merous oatmeal mills now furnish in considerable quantities an article of 
growing consequence among our exports. A most marked and gratify- 
ing improvement in the breed of cattle has taken place, through the 
immediate instrumentality of your society, besides that which is the result 
of the most praiseworthy efforts of private enterprise. The improvement 
is less manifest in the breed of horses than in any other description of 
stock, and your Committee regret that the attempt to better our condition 
in this respect, made last year, has entirely failed." 

The foregoing report is stated to have been prepared by the late W. S. 
Conger, Esq., President, the late Thomas Benson and W. H. Moore, 
Esquires, Vice-Presidents of the Society. 

* The figures in this extnict refer to ihe Colbome 0i9triet, and not to the County of Peterborough. 
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The pul^lmtion of ilie Peterboroagh Gazette ceased in October, 1848. 
This newspaper was ocmtemporai^ wilh the Chronicle, and was oonduoted 
in chief part by the Rev. J. H. Dunsford. The office of the Gmette was 
in the bailding once known as the red«tore, formerly referred to, and still 
in good ooGiditioQ, on the comer of Charlotte and Water streets. 

The Peterborough Backwoodsman and Sentind, founded in 1837, by 
John Barcus, Esq., ceased before the removal of that gentleman from Peter- 
borough in the manner already alluded to. The Ghronide was commenced 
in December, 1842, Thomas Messenger, Esq., being Proprietor, and James 
McCarroll, Esq., Editor. The office of publication was in the firame house 
on Brock street, now used as a tin-shop by Mr. A. McP. Norton, and 
afterwards in a frame house on the lot just weet of the one on which stands 
the el^ant mtmsicm of James Stevenson, Esq. With the burning of the 
office in 18^, which inflicted a heavy loss upon the owner of the Ckronide, 
its publication ceased, and the Pet^borough Dispatch soon after took its 
place. The first number of the Dispatch appeared on the 19th of Nov- 
vember, 184^. It was published by George Hazlehurst, Esq., until 
August, 1856, when the Peterborough Examiner took its place, and has 
now been ten years in existence. Augustus Sawers, Esq., was its first 
Editor and Proprietor. It then passed into the hands of Ale^umder 
Graham and James Renfrew, Esquires. Mr. Renfrew then conducted it for 
three years ; and in May, 1862, was succeeded by Mr. Graham, as sole pro- 
prietor. In October, 1863, James M. Dunn, Esq., became associated with 
Mr. Graham in its publication, and so continued until March, 1864. 
Since December of that year, the Examiner has been conducted by Alex. 
Graham and James Stratton, Esquires, at their office, in the Post office 
block. 

The puMication of the Peterborough Review was commenced as early 
as May, 1853, by Robert Romaine, Esquire, \\a present proprietor. 
Subsequently, it was conducted by Thomas and Richard Whit^, Esquires, 
who now publish the Hamilton Spectator. During the thirteen years of its 
esdstence it was twice enlarged, and for several years has been printed on one 
of Hoe's large cylinder presses. A bindery and ruling machme are 
attached to the Review establishment. 

A third printing office was opened in Peterborou^ in the fall of 1864, 
by James Stephens, Esq., but the two newspapers last motioned are the 
only periodicals published in Peterborough. The present little work is 
b^ng fHnoted ai the Armw office. 



Digitized by 



Google 



65 
CHAPTER XIII. 

k THE TOWN INCORPOllATED. 

"i Until the close of 1849, Peterborough had the rank of a mere village, 
£ and was an integral part of the Township of North Monaghan. With the 
. passing of the act of incorporation, which came into force in January, 
[•• 1850, a n^w era may be said to have commenced in its history. Property 
^ greatly increased in value, and in a few years new and fine blocks of build- 
. ings took the place of many of the first wooden houses which till then had 
,. occupied the best sites in the leading thoroughfares. 
y The late Thomas Benson, Esq., was the first mayor ; and the new council 

c over which he presided appear to have lost no time in inaugurating steps 
r. for the improvement of the town. In the spring of that year, a premium 
of one hundred dollars was offered for "the best approved plans, specifica- 
E tions and estimates for a new town hall and market house ; and also for 
j plans, &C.5 of an uniform series of buildings to occupy three sides of the 
i market square." Those offered by Mr. Thomas, architect, of Toronto, 
t were accepted, though not without • protest as to alleged unfairness on the 
J part of the council, by Mr. Kivas TuUy. In accordance with these, the 
It comer stone of the present town hall and market house, was laid in 
J September, 1851, with imposing ceremony, music and much rejoicing, 
i The following inscription, on parchment, was deposited in the comer 

i stone: — "On the 27th day of September, A. D., 1851, Charles Hudson, 
Esq., mayor, laid the foundation stone of this building, erected by order 
of the Town Council of the Town of Peterborough. Members of the 
Council, — Charles Hudson, Esq., mayor, James Harvey, Joseph Spenceley, 
John Keid, Thomas Chambers, Clarke Spalding, James T. Henthom 
Edmund Chamberlen, Egerton Perry, M.D., Thomas Hutcheson, Robin- 
son Rutherford and John Haggart. Members of the Building Committee, 
— Edmund Chamberlen, James T. Henthom, Thomas Chambers, John 
Reid and James Harvey, Esquires. Walter Sheridan, Esq., architect. 
Mr. David Taylor, contractor. (Signed) W, H. Wrighton, Town Clerk." 
The importance of the occasion was such, that it was arranged that an 
ox should be roasted whole, wherewith to entertain "all and singular" who 
might choose to accept the hospitality of the town. This part of the 
programme was literally carried out, but, unfortunately, while revolving 
upon the spit, the body of the ox was carried away, either piecemeal or 
10 
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entire, by persons wliose guijt was never Vi^riScd ; and thus the great feast 
of the evening fell to the portion of others than those for whom it was 
intended. A sumptuous dmmr w^ h^w^v^ served by Thomas Chambers, 
Esq., at his ^ ^ Commercial £^oteV which W4S foUowed by speeches and such 
conviviality as is usual on occasions of the kind. 

In January, 1851, W. Sw CoBger, Esq., submitted to <he Couaty 
Couibcil an elaborate scheme m relexienoe to tba b0st mode of pcomoting 
the settlement of tlie wild lands in the rear of ths eounii^. Hispbtn was 
<' That the Government »h«uld disposer of aU the wasti^ or unsold lands of 
the Crown to the several County Goundfa wWe sun^ lau^oaay Ikj at a 
nominal price of say Bd. or Is. per acre-r-paym^nt for the same to be made 
by the Councils in Debentures, boaring interest aixd redeemable iu twenty 
years. The fund so created to be applied towards the estabUshiiient of a 
permanent common school fund. Tb3 coaditipps of the salis to the coun^ties 
to be that these lands should be re-sold by then^ at a low price^ varying &o»^ 
2s. 6d» to 7s. 6d. per acre, aqcprding to value — aud on time if the parties re- 
quired it — to actual settlers only. The en^e proceeds of such sales, after 
providing for the payment of the intprest. upon, the purchase ajnd any 
incideatal expenses, to be anticipated by debeatiireS| and laid ouilf iu making 
roads thereto."* 

The Committee of ^ CouncH dodMed to enter ioto sucli an aixange- 
meat, oa the groupjd. tib^ "they cop^idei^ the plan, of too great mj^tude 
to be eatertaiifed by a counjiy so young a^ thia."t The Council, hoFOver, 
memorialized the Gov^naor in Coimcil in respect to the wild lands in rear 
of the county, aad pmyed that these lands beoflfered for sale at; low rates 
to actual settles, and that the pi^oceeds of sales of sueh lands might be 
spent in opening up rpads through tbe bfu;k country. 

Dining the year 1851, a pubHo sewer was ^onstBUoted on George sti^et, 
from a distance of one chain nordi of Huatei street, sotitiurard to King 
street, along or ratlMV beneath wMeh it escapes to the Otonabee river. 
This work was of the greatest public utiliify, and eontribtitod largely in. 
succeeding years to the health of the town. 

The olose <^ tlie year 1851 l»?ou^t wilh it the end of another Pariia- 
mentary t^rm, and with this the inevitaUe result,*-a new Section. This 
time the contest lay between James Hall^ Esq., the former member, and 

* Peterborough Despatch^ February 27ih, 1861. 

t Report of Committee on Couaty Property, January 81st, 1851. 
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Joiln Lioigton, Esq., 6iie of ^ defeiited aftadidates «t tbe previous elec- 
tion. l?liomas Short and Robert Rcid, Bsquires, irere respectively Mr. 
Hall's mover and seconder; Mr. Langtom's nomination if as moved by 
Tholnas Bell, Esq., of Sxnitb, and seconded by Mr. Samuel Davidson, of 
Mar^sa. Mr. Hail was avowedly a Refimiier. Mr. Langton's politics 
were l^ose of a moderate Conservative. Both g^ttemen addressed the 
electors at the ncffliination with much spirit, and the i^ow of hatards, when 
taken, was slightly in Mr. Langtbn's favor. The insult of the election 
placed Mr. Langton at the head of the pdl by a majority of 70. 

Towards the cfoSe of the year of 1851, a by-law of the County Council 
was passed, instructing the Warden to execute and transfer a deed, in 
tnist, of the general Protestant fourymg ground in Peterboroli^ to the 
Town Council, the said ground condstlDg of lots one two and three on the 
south side of McBonell street and west of George stileet, and lots one, two 
and three north of Murray street and west of Gk^oige street; and also to 
transfer for school purposes to the Town Council lot number five on the 
south side of London street, and lot number ten on the north .side of 
Eang street, both being west of George street, but such official transfer 
appears never to have been actually made, or if made, not registered. 

In the foUowmg year, (1852), two fine brick buildings were erected on 
the Market Square, on the corner of Ge(»ge and Simooe streets, which 
were at once occupied, but were ^tnfoi^unately destroyed by fire in June, 

1857. Soon after, the present maiket bieck rose on the rums. Its taste- 
ful front is creditable to the town, while its capacious shops, of great depth, 
afford ample Accommodation for the extensive business carried on within 
their precincts. These buildings were erected, not by the corporation, but 
by private individuals, under a ground lease for 21 years ; the town being 
then bound either to renew the leases, or pay for the improvements at an 
estimate of their value. 

In 1852, the first three shops of Mr. Bumham's block were completed, 
and the remainder, including the building known as Caiase's hotel, in 

1858. In the year 1854, the county was divided into two grammar school 
districts ; embracing respectively the eastern and western sections of the 
county,-— both of whieh have since offered excellent facilities for acquiring 
a dateical edueation, the advantages of which haVe been fully appreciated. 
Prom and after July of that year, a daily mail arrived at Peterborough, by 
means of the steamer Ofonahee, until the close of navigation. 

10* 
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Soon after the inoorporation of the town, in 1850, an agitatfon was 
commenced for the closing of the old burial ground ;—a result which was 
not formally accomplished until 1854. During the interim, however, and 
chiefly through the influence of W. S. Conger, Esq., a Joint Stock Com- 
pany was formed, which purchased the beautiful wooded promontory, just 
below the Little Lake, formerly known afi Moe's point, and this was ap- 
propriated to the purposes of a cemetery, for which, in many respects, it is 
well adapted. The ground has been tastefully laid out, and to some extent 
ornamented ; but notwithstanding its fine natural advantages, there is still 
room for improvement, which will no doubt be accomplished as rapidly as 
the funds of the company admit of the necessary expenditure. 

About th^ same time, the Wesleyan Methodists secured an eligible plot 
of ground, north of the town, in which to bury their dead ; and a few years 
later, the Roman Catholics purchased several acres, in Monaghan, just 
outside of the limits of the town, for the same purpose. 

In July, 1854, the Hincks-Morin Cabinet was defeated during the 
debate on the address, on a motion expressing regret that the Clergy- 
Reserve and Seignorial Tenure questions were not to be taken up by the 
Government. In consequence of this defeat, a general election ensued ; and 
Mr. Langton, returning to his constituents, was re-elected by acclamation. 
The McNab-Morin Administration was the result of the combination which 
then followed, by which, as the reader will probably remember, these great 
questions were successAilly grappled with, and finally settled. 

Towards the close of the year 1855, Mr. Langton accepted the office of 
Auditor-General of the Province, and thus another vacancy occurred in 
the representation of the county, which was filled by an election held on 
the 22nd and 23rd days of January, 1856. The candidates on this occa- 
sion were W. S. Conger, Esq., first Sheriff of the Colbome District, who 
resigned that office for the purpose of entering Parliament,— Frederick 
Ferguson, Esq., formerly Treasurer and Land Agent of the county, and 
Augustus Sawers, Esq., who about that time came into prominence as a 
leading politician. 

After a very vigorous canvass, on the part of the gentlemen first named, 
in which the Hon. George Brown, M. P. P., took an active part in the 
interest of Mr. Ferguson, Mr. Conger was elected by a majority of 298 
over Mr. Ferguson ; the third candidate — Mr. Sawers—having polled only 
seventeen votes. 
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On the 9th day of February, 1856, James Hall, Esq., an ex-M. P. P., 
for the United Counties, was gazetted Sheriiff in place of W. S. Cooger, 
Csq., who had resigned that office, as already stated. 

The year 1856 was unusually prolific of new buildings in Peterborough, 
and these, too, mostly of a superior class. The Peterborough Review for 
September of that year notices them as follows : 

^* First we have a couple of stores erected by P. Ryan Esq., on his property 
on south George street. The building ft of brick, three stories 
high. The front is ornamented with raised brick work in the form of 
pillars, surmounted by a neat brick cornice, and supported upon cast iron 
pillars. With one exception, the building is the neatest yet erected in 
town. The shops will be very large and lofty, and will each have a hall 
door leading to the upper stories from the front. The buOding immedi- 
ately fronts the market square, and when the projected waggon bridge 
across the Otonabee, at the locks, is completed, and an entrance to the 
town from the township of Otonabee made at the south end, the stand will 
be a very excellent one." 

"Next we have the buildings erected by W. Cluxton Esq., on George street. 
These buildings are very much superior to anything of the kind heretofore 
attempted in Peterborough, and while being an ornament to the town 
reflect the greatest credit upon the public spirit of the proprietor. The 
buildiugs are four stories high, the front beiug of white brick, and sup- 
ported on chaste iron pillars and stretehers. The windows of the second 
and third stories are slightly arched at the top ; while those of the fourth are 
circular topped. The sashes are painted a dark brown color, and the 
"lights" are unusually large. Surmountiug the front is a neat cornice of 
wood, covered with zinc, and sanded, supported by neatly carved dentals, 
which are also sanded, thus making them fire-proof. The building ig flat 
roofed, covered with tin. The sashes of the shop windows are of oast 
iron, of very light structure, and the glass is to be of the finest British 
plate. The shops will be very spacious, and being on the west side of the 
street, will be shaded during the greater part of the day. Both these 
buildings and those of Mr. Ryan were built by Mr. David Carlisle," [and 
their general description will apply equally to the adjoining block of two 
stores, subsequently erected by Jas. Stevenson and T. Bradburn, Esqrs.] 

" Mr. McFarlane has also put up a couple of stores of brick, on Hunter 
street. The building is two stories in height, the front bemg of white 
brick, surmounted by a brick cornicing. Mr. Ritehie was the builder." 
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<' J. T. Hettthom, Eflq.,-liafl oo«iiii)9ii6^d hift btiildiiigs oh Btrnt^t dtfeet. 
Tliree of l&^n will be ereeted tiiis M. The builduigs will be three Bterieft, 
with brick cornicing and flat roof, eorered wi^ tin. The shops facbg oh 
Hunter street will be single, those on George street double. So soon as 
this block is completed, it will veiy much improve the appearance of the 
town. Mr. Henthom deserves credit for his enei^ and enterprise. The 
loBs of the buildings formerly on this comer, by fire, . would have been 
sufficient to paralyze a les%energetic mind. Mr. Spencely is the builder.'' 

Mr. HalPs brick buildings on Hunter street are finished. * * 
In Peterboro' East, R. D. Hogers, Esq., baa put up a two story brack building, 
with the end faobg the street, the end wall b^g capped with cut stone, 
and the figures 1856 out out of the briek. The shop is fitted up wilb 
iron shutters, and but for the shinned roof, m^t, doubtless, class as a 
fire-proof building." 

" Thus it will be seen that without any great amount of display, the 
business part of Peterborough is progressing rapidly ; while the suburbs, 
if we may so name the outskirts, are being every where studded with 
dw^ii^ houses.'' 

In addition to the foregoing excellent description of these buildings, we 
may remark, that Mr. Cluxton's fine block was eriected on the model of 
one in Buffido, N. T., specially selected by that gentleman for this purpose, 
and that this, together with the style of buildings since erected on the 
principal streets, has led visitors to Peterborough to designate this as "an 
American town,", which, indeed, it mose nearly resembles than perhaps 
any other town in Canada. 

Mr. Henthom added to those mentioned above, two brick stores on 
George street, in 1859. In 1858 he again sufiered by fire in the destmc- 
tion of a large frame hotel, which is still remembered as the first two story 
fVame house erected in Peterborough; and a third time in 1860, when a 
large bakery, with stables and sheds, all on the same premises, were con- 
sumed. His fine block was completed by the addition of two large white 
brick stores, fronting on George street, in the year 1862. 

In March 1 857, died Dr. Connin, a veteran Sui^eon of the British 
Navy, who had been in maoy notable engagements, and for the services he 
had rendered received a medal and two clasps. He was acting Surgeon to 
one of the transport vessels which brought to these shores the immigmnts 
of 1825, under the late Hon. Peter Robinson. 
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In April of that year, the Peterborough Rifle company was orgaeked. 
W. A, Scott, Esq., was then Captain, and so continued until November, 
22a4, 1861, when, on his resignation. Lieutenant Edwin Poole was 
promoted to the Captaincy ; a position he has since retained, with the 
additional honor of having been temporarily appoiated Major during the 
reeent term of active service on frontier duty. 

The Peteiborou^ Infmtry Company No. 1, Captaiii Kennedy, was 
Qi^nited in. January, 186.3. The Lakefield Infaatiy Company, Captain 
lieigh^ in 1862 ; Ashbuinham In&ntsy Company No. 1, It. D. Rogers, 
Esq., Captain, in 1863 ; while during the present year, (1866,) Peterborough 
Infantry Company No.2, Captain the Hon. Sidney Smith, has been organized 
and equipped) and permission granted for the formation of au Independent 
Company, under the command of Lieut-Colonel F. W. Haijtain, M. P. P. 
both of which Utter companies are now rapi(Uy progressing in drill. 

An election foi? the Trent division wusi held on; the 31st of October, and 
th^: Sj^id o£ November, 18&6,*r~a holiday ioitervening betWie^L the two days 
of polUng. The candidates w^re P. M. Gjover, Esqw, of Norwood, who 
retired on the. da.y of nominatiiOB^ Thomas Short, Esq*, of Ke«ie, and the 
Hop. Edmund Mumey, of Belleville. The kst samed gentlouan was 
elected by a majority of 238. 

Punng the next election for the county, held on the 23rd and 24th days 
of Dep^mber, 1857, Thon^as Short, Esq., waa the sncoesrful candidate, and 
defeated W. & Conger, Esq., by ^ majonty of 315 votes. Augustus 
Sawei:s, Esq., was sJso a candidate at that election^ a^l again poUed 
seventeen votes. 

The; snooping eleotioa fbc the county was held ou the dth and 11th 
days of Svlj^ 1861. Mr* Short did not agun efiiear hkuself a» a candidate, 
and the electers w^re caUed i^a to choose between W. S. Conger, Esq., 
and Lieut.-Ool F. W. Kaultain, until then a eompaiwtive stranger in the 
county. The result was a minority of thirty votes. for Col» Haultain, wlio 
was declared duly elected accordingly. 

In February, 1858, Geoige Barker Hall, Esq., then for several years 
Judge of the United Comities of Peterboroi:^ and. Yiotomt brei^thed his 
last, at Us residence, Beavemead, near Peterbopx>ugh< He was dee^Jy 
regretted by a largp circle (^friends, by whom he wa«f.beloi?^d, ml by the 
entire county, by whom he was respected a,nd adrnked for the integrity 
and t^ility with whic^ he disph«^i;ged his o4icial duty ai Ccm^ty Ju<^4 
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We omitted to state, in the proper place, that this gentlcmeu was elected 
to represent this county in Parliament in 1844, and filled the duties of 
that position with much ability until 1847, when, on the death of Judge 
MeKyes, he was appointed to the office of County Judge, which he retained 
until the period of his death. 

Soon after this event, Robert Mant Boucher, Esq., was appointed to the 
seat thus rendered vacant, and still discharges the duties of that onerous 
position. Previous to his appointment as Judge, this gentleman had been 
Warden of the Counties of Northumberland and Durham, in the former 
of which he resided as a practising Barrister. 

. In March, 1858, W. S. Conger, Esq., brought prominently under the 
notice of the Grovemment and the country, his great scheme for rendering 
the waters of the Trent and Qtonabee rivers navigable by the construction 
of a ship canal, to connect the waters of the Bay of Quinte with those of 
the Georgian Bay. To this subject he devoted a considerable portion of 
time and a very great amount of labor, in collecting facts, and bringing 
them under the notice of successive Parliaments during his public career 
as member for the county. But the discussion of rival projects, and the 
magnitude of the undertaking itself, prevented it from passipg beyond the 
arena of parliamentary discussion, and the fi)rmality of official enquiry. 

The same gentleman also took a prominent part in an agitation for the 
construction of ^ leading gravel road through the county. Considerable 
discussion was elicited on this subject, and a vote of the people taken in 
March, 185fe, but with a result unfavorable to this project, which was 
consequently abandoned. 

In 1858, the three story block of Messrs. Nicholls & Hall was erected. 
As most persons in the town and county are aware, it consists of two 
large stores, fronting on Simcoe street, where a very extensive business is 
carried on by these gentlemen, both in dry goods and groceries. 

During the same year, the new townships in the rear of the County of 
Peterborough were attached to this county for judicial and municipal 
purposes. 

In September, ' 1858, Peterborough East, long known under the 
soubriquet of the "Scotch village," was incorporated as a separate munici- 
pality, under the name of the Village of Ashbumham. There is but 
little to add, in addition to what has been already written of its progress, 
in connection with the town* The fine residence of the Rev. Mark Bum- 
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bam, overlooking the Otonabee and a part of the town, was erected during 
the yeais 18534. The fine dwelling house, of red brick, in the Gothic 
style of architecture, on the rising ground, overlooking the village? 
erected by the Rev. J. W. B. Beck, Rector of Peterborough, was built in 
1859 and 1860. The commodious brick school house, elegantly furnished, 
was completed in 1863. The terminus of the Cobourg and Peterborough 
railway is situated in the centre of the village, but since the closing of 
that road in 1860, the buildings have been useless, and the station grounds 
comparatively deserted. 



CHAPTEB XIV. 



THE PRINCE OP WALES IN PETERBOROUGH. 

An event never to be forgotten by the citizens of Peterborough and the 
neighboring townships, was the visit of His Boyal Highness the Prince of 
Wales to this town, in September, 1860. As soon as it became certainly 
known that Peterborough was to be thus honored, meetings were held of 
the Town and County Councils, and the sum of $2400 placed at the 
disposal of a Committee who were appointed to make the necessary prepa- 
rations to give His Royal Highness a fitting reception. To afford any 
adequate idea of the extent and completeness of the arrangements made on 
this occasion, we •cannot do better than quote the following paragraphs 
entire, from the Peterborough Review extra, issued on the following day : 

'^There are three arches erected by the Committee. One in Ashburnham, 
nearly opposite Mr. Roger's store; one on Hunter street, opposite 8t. 
John's Church ; and one on George street, above McGregor's Hotel. 
They are really very fine structures, and their appearance is strikingly 
imposing. That in Ashburnham is a Roman design. On the east side of 
it, and surmounting the main arch, is the Prince of Wales Plume, under 
this the word ^'Welcome," in large letters. The rest of the arch is hand- 
somely covered with evergreens. On the west side ^le the Royal Arms, 
over the words ^^God save the Queen," the body of the arch, like the 
reverse side, being covered with evergreens. 

The view, in approaching this arch, is very fine. The Town Hall, 
11 
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Mai'ket block and Cais3c*s h^oiel are sceu in the distance impinging upon the 
bright shrubbery of Clonfcdlla Hill in the rear, and giving the impression 
of a large city across the river. 

" The arch opposite the Church is a Tudor arch. Along the centre, and 
immediately under the battlements, on the east side, arc the words ^ ^Wel- 
come to Peterborough." On the southi tower is a panel surrounded by & 
wreath, combining the rose, thistle, shamrock and maple leaf, and within 
the wreath is the letter ^T." On the north tower a similar panel has the 
letter "W." The west side was allotted by the Committee to the Temper- 
ance organizations, who decorated it according to their taste. On the cen- 
tre, under the battlements, is the word ^^ Temperance, '^ surmounting a scroll 
with the words "Perseverance and Industry." Over the north side arch 
is the motto "Union is Strength" ; over the south "Knowledge is Power." 
On the north tower, the emblem and motto of the Good Templars : a 
fountain, and the words "Faith, Hope and Charity," are fixed in a panel. 
On the south tower those of the Sons of Temperance : a triangle and star, 
with the words "Love, Purity and Fidelity." The evergreen was beauti- 
fully interspersed with flowers, greatly relieving the appearance and adding 
materially to the effect." 

" The third arch, that near McGregor's hotel, is decidedly the finest of 
the three. It is in the Gothic style. On the north side of it, that first 
approached by the Prince, immediately above the centre arch, are the 
words, "Welcome, thrice welcome to Canada," surmounted by a shield sup- 
ported by beavers, and having upon it the Royal Arms. On the east 
tower, near the top, is a cornucopia, over the words, "Peace and Plenty," 
and under it a panel with the words, "Canada, the brightest gem in the 
British Crown." On the west tower is a sheaf of wheat, over the word 
"Agriculture," and a panel with the words, "Albert our future King." 
On the south side of the arch, over the main entrance, are the words, 
"Victoria," "Albert," over these the Eoyal Arms in a shield, supported by 
beavers. On each tower is the Crown, Bibk and Sceptre, and under 
them, on one, "God Save", on the other "the Queen". Lower down, the 
towers are panelled, one panel enclosing the words, "Our God and our 
Country" ; the other, " The Queen and Constitution." This arch, ap- 
proached by the procession from the north, had a most imposing appearance. 
Through it, George street with ite hundreds of flags of every size and color, 
and its festoonings and mottoes of evergreens, and the lumbcirer's arch, 
manned by a score of lumbermen, appeared like a glimpse of fairy land. 
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The cotcp d^ceil was magnificent, exceeding, according to the Statement of 
genttemen in the Royal party, anything they had yet witnessed in their 
tour. 

"At the intersection of Geoi^e and Simcoe streets and George and Hunter 
streets, large poles had befen erecyted, tasteftilly wreathed With evergreens, 
surmounted by a lai^ flag, and having festodnings of ^ags extended from 
the pole to the buildings on the four comers. Froih the string of flags 
were wreaths of .evergreens to the poles, the whole having a very fine 
appearance from whatever direction approached." 

"On the Court House green a pavillion had been erected, for the presen- 
tation of the addresses, covered with canvass awning, and beautifully 
festooned. It was handsomely carpeted, and a chair, covered with scarlet 
cloth, placed on it for His Royal Highness. In front of it seats had been 
fixed for 1000 children ; and the rising ground of the Court House park 
aflforded easy standing room for 30,000 people." 

" It is impossible to speak in terms of too high praise of the zeal mani- 
fested by the citizens generally in giving to their buildings the best possible 
holiday appearance. Foremost, however, among the private deoorations 
was the lumberer's arch. It was phtced upon Gkorge street, tiear Charlotte 
street. The lumber was furnished by Messrs. Snyder and Dickson, the 
teams by lumberers generally. Mr. Shaw had charge of the erection, and 
under his guidance, the whole was completed within fourteen hours of the 
time of its commencement. It was a triple arch, the lumber being so 
laled as to give to the curves a beautiful appearance. On the top of it, 
were a couple of deer, on each side of these a bark canoe, and as the pro- 
cession approached, twenty-five lumbermen, dressed in red sfhirts and blaek 
pants, very pictures of able bodied, well developed men, were radiged along 
the top. On the face of the arch, immediately above the centre, was a 
Prince of Wales plume, with the words, "Welcome, Prince of Wales," and 
on one side the words in a scroll, "the source of our wealth," on the other 
"ships, colonies and commerce." We detract nothing firom the other 
decorations when we pronounce this one to have been the finest, as it was 
the most characteristic of the place, of them all. Theixj was neither nail 
nor saw used in this erection." 

"Starting from the station in Ashburnham, the streets were all lined 
\vith spruce trees, and from the buildings hung flags and evergreen fes: 
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tooningd. The bridge was prettily decorated with rows of flags along the 
different spans, and emerging from it, the Tudor arch, with its battle- 
ments and flags, loomed in view. The Post Office building was covered 
with evergreen festooning and wreaths, tastefully arranged. Over the 
door was the Prince of Wales plume, and on each side the letters A. E. 
Above this, extending the whole length of the building, were the words, 
in bold letters, ^'A thousand welcomes to the Prince/' Continuing on 
towards George street, every building was decorated.. McKellar and 
Cameron's had the appropriate motto '^pro R^na et Patria." Ormond 
& Gilmour's was wreathed with evergreen and red maple bows. Facing 
Hunter street were the Royal Arms and the triple plume, and the mottoes 
"Our Queen and the land we live in," and "Thrice welcome to England's 
future King." Facing George street were the words "Victoria, Albert," 
and, in the comer window, a very handsome Prince of Wales plume made 
with flowers. Turning up George street, Swayne's cabinet shop was 
handsomely wreathed with evergreens. Over the entrance was a triple 
plume of spruce branches, and above it a beaver,- with the motto "labor 
omnia vincet." Opposite this, McGregor's hotel was elaborately decorated 
with wreaths and festoonings of evergreens, interspersed with rosettes of 
red, white and blue, and having a beautiful crown, projecting from one of 
the galleries. Following still the line marked out for the procession. Miss 
Bailey's house on Water street displayed the words "welcome" in ever- 
green, and Messrs. Johnston's the words "Long live the Prince." All 
along Water street the same tasteful display was visible. Over Dr. Bum- 
ham's gate the word "welcome" was placed, and the fence wreathed; and 
along George street to the arch was planted with spruce trees. Passing 
the comer of Hunter street again, and continuing down George street, 
Kempt's Medical Hall had a very pretty balcony of evergreens raised above 
the shop door, draped with flowers, and having upon it a very handsome 
crown of flowers. Oa the balcony were the words "Welcome, Albert 
Prince of Wales." From the building was hung a handsome white banner 
with the Royal Arms painted upon it. Cluxton's, Stevenson's and Brad- 
bum's four story buildings were very handsomely decorated. A large flag 
waved above the building, and from the roof, overhanging the street, a 
great number of fl:^ and streamers were suspended. A handsome festoon- 
ing of red, white and blue fell from the cornice, and along the face of the 
buildings ; on white cloth, were the words, in large letters, "Welcome, 
Albert Edward, Prince of Wales." Below this were the words "Rejoice, 
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Canada is honoured this day/' and the Boyal Anns with a wreath of erer- 
green around it. Further down, the market block had around the roof, 
above the cornice, a chain of evergreens, with posts every six feet, sur- 
mounted by flags. Across the street from the building to the opposite 
side were hung flags, one very fine one with the Prince of Wales plume 
upon it. From every window a flag was suspended, and on the top of the 
building a couple of large flags were raised on tall flag staffs. In front of 
the Review office was a beaver surrounded by maple leaves and a crown of 
flowers, and over the door of the Toronto bank was a handsome white triple 
plume. The Examiner office was almost covered with evergreens. It 
bad the word "welcome'* in spruce, and a couple of sheaves of wheat capped 
the whole. Caisse's hotel had a flag from every window, and a couple on 
the roof. The awning in front was very handsomely wreathed with ever- 
greens, and at intervals along it were placed coloured lamps. From Ryan's 
and Poole's flags were hung. Going round the market square, the Town 
Hall was wreathed with evergseens, and along the verandah, at intervals, 
were placed flags. The Bank of Montreal was very handsomely decorated. 
Hound the door was a wreath of evergreens surmounted by an evergreen 
triple plume. On the face of the building, in letters beautifully formed of 
spruce, and placed on crimson cloth, were the words "Welcome, A. E. 
Prince of Wales." Messrs. Nicholls & Hall's premises were festooned with 
red, white and blue cloth, and flags and evergreens, and had a very imposing 
appearance." 

" Besides these, every building had something to indicate the warmth of 
the reception. Hosts of "Welcomes" and "Bien venus" printed on paper 
could be seen, and away in the country as far as the eye could stretch, 
flags flying indicated the loyalty of the people. Throughout the whole 
town there was scarcely one house without its flag or green bow ; along 
the line of procession there was only one dark undecorated spot. It was a 
stone building near Lannin's hotel." 

" The day for which all this activity of preparation had been shown was 
as fine a one as could be desired. During the preceding night the streets 
had been watered, and along the route of the procession there was compara- 
tively little dust. About nine o'clock the children were arranged in their 
seats, and about ten the Rifle Company marched over to the Railway 
station. An immense crowd had gathered, and about half-past ten the 
Temperance bodies arrived on the ground, dressed in their regalia, and 
having their flags unfurled. The train arrived about half-past eleven. 
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I 

As it approaclied, the crowd sent up a cheer such as has iseldom rent th4 

air in this neighborhood, and a general rush was made for the platform. 

With the greatest difficulty the space for the carriages was kept cleat. 

As soon as His Royal Highness, who was dressed in plain clothes, entered 

his carriage, the Rifle Company presented arms. Some little delay 

occurred in getting the procession started, owing to the crush of people ; 

but it was soon got over, and left in the following order : — 

Marshal, on horseback. 

Two Deputy Marshals, on horseback, 

Warden and Counties Council, in carriages. 

Mayor and Town Council, in carnages, 

Sheriff and County Judge, in carriage, 

Carriage with 

PRINCE AND GOVERNOR GENERAL, 

And the Rifle Company as a Guard of 

honour marching on each side 

of the carriage. 

The Duke of Newcastle, Earl St. Germains, 

General Bruce and others of the Prince's 

suite in carriages. 
Members of the Legislature, in carriages. 
Executive Committee, in carriages, 
Band) 
Two Marshals, on horseback. 
Temperance Organiseations, 
Inhabitants. 
The procession moved forward in this order through Ashbumham, the 
road on each side being crowded with people, who cheered heartily, and 
crossed the bridge. As it passed through the arch on Hunter street, the 
people who were crowded on the high sloping ground on either side, sent 
forth cheer after cheer, the ladies in the windows waived their handker- 
chiefs, and threw bouquets to the Prince, and the wildest enthusiasm pre- 
vailed until he reached the Court House grounds. Here he alighted from 
his carriage, and, with his suite, ascended the dais ; the County Council 
taking up a position at his right, the Town Council and Committee at his 
left, and the Rifle Company on each side of the platform in a space reserv- 
ed for them. As soon as he appeared on the platform, the thousand 
children who occupied the seats immediat-ely in front, and who were most 
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neatly dressed, sang, vndcr the direction of Mr. Glover and Mrs. Heath- 
Held, as follows: — 

"God save our gracious Queen, 
Long may Victoria reign, 
God save the Queen. 
Send her victorious, 
Happy and glorious, 
Long to r^n over us, 
God save ttie Queen !" 

" Thy choicest gifts in store, 
On her ba pleased to pour. 
Long may she reign. 

May she defend our laws. 

And ever give us cause, 

To sing with heart and voice, 
God save the Queen I" 

!* Grant, Lord, our fervent prayer, 
Still for old England's heir. 
Thy love evince. 

Watch o*er his early days. 

Guide him in wisdom's ways, 

So shall he sing Thy praise, 
God save the Prince I" 

"The singing was very good indeed, and the appearance of the children most 
commendable. The Prince and those with him seemed much delighted 
with the view from the dais. The fine sloping ground in front, gave to 
the 15,000 people assembled an ample opportunity to see the Royal party, 
and to be seen to the best advantage by them ; and we doubt whether, 
since his arrival in this country, he has stood before a happier, a more 
industrious, or a more loyal people.** 

After the singing, addresses w^re read by William Lang, Esq., Warden, 
on behalf of the coupty, and by Augustus Sawers, Esq., Mayor, f^^m the 
town, to which the Prince replied : — 

" GENTJiBMJfiN : — I thank you sincerely for the address} which you 
h^ve presented to me. 

"In the Queen's name I acknowledge the expressions of your loyalty to 
her crp'wn and person ; and for niyself I am grateful to you for this welcome 
tQ your neigbboxhood.* ' 

^ deputation firom Cav^ ^m presented an addresnt^ sigE^ by John 
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Swain, Esq., Reeve of that township, for which His Royal Highness 
expressed his cordial thanks." 

"After the presentation of the addresses, the Governor General, having 
intimated that the limited time at the disposal of His Royal Highness, would 
compel him to move rapidly through the town, the Rifle Company marched 
directly to the Port Hope station, to receive the Prince when he came up. 
The procession passed through the principal streets, the crowds cheering 
lustily as before, and as the Princess carriage passed under the lumberer's 
arch, the men on it raised such a cheer as proved that the capacity of their 
voices was quite equal to the magnificent proportions of their persons. In 
a little less than an hour from the time the Prince arrived, he entered his 
car from the platform on Hunter street, and left, leaving after him thou- 
sands of hearts beating not only with a warm loyalty to his Royal Mother, 
but a whole souled personal attachment to himself." 

" In the evening, Caisse's hotel was brilliantly illuminated, and fire-works 
were set off from the building. A large crowd of persons were in the 
streets to witness the display, which lasted until about ten o'clock, after 
which all went quietly home ; the events of the day having passed over 
without any disturbance of the public peace, and without a single accident 
or mishap to detract from its enjoyment. It was indeed a day of pleasure 
without one particle of alloy. Long will the visit of the Prince of Wales 
to Peterborough be cherished as the brightest, happiest day she has 
known," 



CHAPTER XV. 

MISGELLANSOUS. 

During the year 1861, Peterborough was visited by three severe fires; 
the most extensive of which occurred in August of that year, and swept 
nearly the entire square, bounded by George, Simcoe, Water and Hunter 
Streets. A few shops on the north-western comer, the shops of Messrs. 
Nicholls & Hall, and one or two others on the south of the block indicated, 
were all that escaped the fury of the flames. Twenty-nine places of busi- 
ness were burned, and a scene of desolation marked the very centre of the 
town. Thanks to the energy and enterprise of our citicens, the ground 
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thus denuded has bccu rebuilt, and a better class of buildings have taken 
the places of the former ones; many of which were of wood, and furnished 
ready fuel to the fire. The present PoBt OIBee block, of three stories, 
erected in 1861, is one of these, tmi so also arc the tasteful brick stores 
on the eastern aide of Gecwge street, now in the very heart of the business 
portion of the town. 

Notwithstanding the sertous loss to the town by this and other fires, it 
was not until November, 1862, that • Fire Conpany wasfiilly orgurised, 
and proper steps taken to secure the usefabess of tlie engine, hose, tui. 

Before concluding our reference to the buildbgs of Peterborough, we 
add that thte fine block owned by James Stevenson and Thomas Bradburn, 
Esquires, consisting of two large shops, of four stories each, was erected 
during 1860. The fine row of numerous white brick stores, extending 
from these southward to Simcoe street, the property of Mrs. Joseph Dixon, 
were all, excepting two towards the centre, erected in the autumn of 1865, 
or summer of 1866, after the wooden buildings which occupied their site 
had been destroyed by fire. 

Two prominent citizens passed away from earth during the year 1861. 
One of these, Augustus Sawers, Esq., was during the previous year Mayor 
of the town, had some years previously founded the Examiner newspaper, 
and was for a time its Editor and Proprietor. For a few years previous 
to his death he took an acti\Ke part in politics, and had warm friends and 
strenuous opponents. ^^He was possessed of a good physioal constitution, a 
vigorous and cultivated mind, a quick perception, and a happy facility in 
expressing his views, either by q»eaking or writing." Sia deceape oocurred 
on the 6th of August, 1861, in his 42Dd year. His rennaino were interred 
in the Little Lake Cemetery* 

The other gentleman tQ whom r«ferotioe has beea jande was Coionel 
Alexander MoDonell, whose early services and^long puIKo career in this 
county require a more extended notioe. f 

The late Col. Alexan^r McDonell caone to ikw ciMmtry with hie uncle, 
th^ late Bishop McDonell, of Kingston, wImii a move boy^ anil before the 
year 1812. During that war, he held a commission' as ft cadet atta6hed to 
the Canadian fencibles, and was present at and 0ok part in the battle of 
Sackett's harbor. In 1825, he was amplogred by ttie Hon* Peter Bobin- 
sonto assist in locating on their laqds the immigrantfi of that year, and 
12 
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subfiequQKktly filled the p()gition of louttigmnt Agent and Crowa Laud 
Agent ibr this coujity. 

In the years 18B4 and 1^6 ^e was eieoted to'Parliament for the North 
Ridi«g of the Newcastle Dktriet, and was again a candidate at the election 
for the Golbome D«M;net in Wil, bttt was defbaled by Dr. Gilchrist, who 
also superseded him in the office of Crown Land Agent. During tiie 
rebeUion df 1827-8, ^ hasbaen jtiroady iltaled, be mm in ooBHnand of the 
seoeod batialioB of Nortfiilkiberiattd «liliti». For Aereral years pre^vto^ 
to his doaiA, hd bad Mim w) fMsineRt ;pari in pvblic affiubrs, but lified as 
a retired gentleman, chiefly at Caisse*s hotel, where he died suddenly, on 
the 29th of November, 1861. ^ 

^^ He was by birth a Scotchman, a Boman Catholic in religious faith, 
and was 75 years of age. The funeral took place on Sunday, and was 
attended by a nund)^ of our oldest and most respected townsmen. The 
Rifle Company and band also paid the last tribute of honor to the remains, 
by following in the froeession, the band playing the dead march. His 
remains were interred in the Little Lake Cemetery.'* 

A few more data and we have done with this portion of our task. In 
1861 the present new Registry office was built/ bat was not occupied until 
1863. It was intended to be completely fireproof not only without, but also 
from within. 

The improTenaiedi in ihe C^uH Hoime park, and also the fencing of 
that eBok)SttTe waeo e^mmeaoed in 1868, and completed during the Al- 
lowing y«ftr> 

On tke 1st oiP Jaifuary, 1868, tlie sqian^on of the County of Victoria 
from tlwt of PHieifborotigh, tdok eieet, and i^ienc^orward that county 
was launched upon a separate and independent nMinioi]^ existence. 

On Ihe eth ^ May, 1€64, tke^Town HaU beli was erected in its present 
position in Ihe iiM4^«| House tow». Its w^h% is 902 pounds, and its 
total cost to the town $400. " On Us biing placed en its 8iip|)orte, Mr. 
Chief Bugtimr Hdp, asofiided the bel&y, amd $miAt the cheers of the 
bystaodfiiit, imk^'iiim it a bottle <^ win^i and in the name of the Fire 
fo^ade ^$iM it 'Prot^etion. " 

The eorssr 0toAe^t^ ptww^ t o^wjatl was 1^, in presence of the 
Sheriff and Ooanty oMero, on th« Mi of June, 1S64, and that structure 
coBii^eted during the enmog year. The foHowing are the names of the 
gentlemen composing the Building Committee who were entrusted by the 
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Grover, Esq., cfafairmsD; R. D. Rogers, Jolm WtitWy Peter Pearee, Franeii 
Crow and R. E. Birdsatt, Bs^niree* 

The following extract ftom tlieir fioa) r^rt, dated Jannarj, 1866, is of 
interest in this connection : — 

" The total cost of the new jail, as now completed, amounts to the sum 
of $16,103.35, of which sum the Government paid |6,000. Items of cost 
are as foHows :— 

Mr. Grant, for origiaal coatiMt. 912,054 00 

Extra work 1,460 73 

Alterations as per order of Inspector 861 16 

Arcfakacst's ac^ervuion and plaoa^ fimitnre, stoveg^ ym^-j^feB, 
heatkg i^pamtu^,. and. further alienfi^ai euggesled by 
thelnqwelor, inelMdiilg all ecfienaea of ssperviflioti 1,718 46 



116,103 35 
On the 27«h daj of July, 1864, W. & Cottger, £flq.y M. P. P. fi»r this 
county, departed this U&, i|i hit rendenoe in Peterbovengh, dee|i)y .regret- 
ted by a large circle of friends, both personal and politieai. ThefoUowing 
brief details of his career are here presented. 

About the year 1829, he ccwun^oc^ bwmeasia Oobonrgas amerohant. 
He seeing to have had an wAj penchant for pubUc lifo, for in the election 
for the Neweaaile Diatrict in 1834 hfi waa a aaa4idate f^r Parliameat, but 
waa unanQoeesfol. Duiii^ ibc rebdlion of 1837-8, he took a prominent 
part iti support of die Government, and it la said oi^WBed and equipp^ 
a company of miUtia mainly at his own expeiwe. On ihe orgH^iaation of 
the Colbome District in 1842, he was appointed Sheriff, and continued 
for fourteen years to discharge the duties of that office to the satisfaction 
of aU. In 1856, he resigned the Shrievalty, and entered Upon the chequer- 
ed and uncertain issues of party political life, with' what result has already 
been stated in these pages. In 1863, both the political parties in this 
county concurred in his election, which was by Jux^amation ; and it was 
while zealously prosecuting his parliamentary diities, and especiafly fur- 
thering his great idea of a ship canal through the waters of the Trelit and 
Otonabee, that he contracted the fatal illness, which, after long prostration, 
terminated in his death. 

Mr. Conger was courteous and affable in the disehat^ of his duties as 
12* 
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Sheriff* Both as a oittcen and « representative of the^ people,, he was fore- 
most in assisting in oarfying out projects of interest and utility to the 
town and county. The Little Lake Cemetery Oompany ifasfortied chiefly 
under his auspices; the County Agricultural Society received a large 
share of his attention, while the opening up and settlement of the back 
country wa^ an object he especially sought to promote, and which he lived 
to see to a gipeat ez^tent accomplished. 

His remains were interred in the Little Lake Cemetery, and during the 
prescint auttmn (1866) a neat and substantial monulaeiit waat^ere erected 
to his memory, by his personal and poUtical friends, aided by a grant from 
l^e f\inds of the County Council. 

In September, 1861, a severe eleolion contest for the representatbn of 
the Trent Division, was held between the Hon. Sidney Smith, (formerly 
of Cobourg, but who soon after Ms ev«nt took up his residence in Peter- 
borough) and Billa Flint, Esq., of Belleville. The Hon. S. Smith was 
elected by a majority of 180. In consequence of his resignation in 1864, 
Mr. Flint again presented hin claims • to the electors, and was this time 
returned without opposition. This election by aoelamation was held in 
September of that year. . 

The Hon. Billa Flint, M. L. C, has shewn himself not an unworthy 
representative of this large electoral Dtviston. One of his reoent public 
acts is worthy of mention here, and of transmission to posterity : — During 
the years 1865 and 1866, he has donated from his privaite means, the sum 
of ten dollars to each township, or union of townships in the entity Trmt 
Division ; an area which embraces tfce County of Peterborough, the North 
Riding of the County of Hastings, and the County of Lennox. 

This munificent gift, which he announces it to be his intention to cour 
tiuue, is intended by the donor to be applied in the purchase of prize books, 
for the encouragement of meritorious pupils at our public schools. The 
only c<H)dition attached to it is, that an equal sum shall be granted by the 
municipality receiving it towards the same object. This praiseworthy 
design hafi been carried out in nearly every township in the Division, and 
thereby much good no doubt effected, as well as an example presented 
worthy of imitation. . 

In 1803, W. S. Conger, Esq., was elected, without opposition, to repre- 
sent this constituency, — Col. Haultain having voluntarily retired from the 
field. On the death of Mr. Conger in July, 1864, Col. Haultain again 
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became a caadidate) aad defeated his opponeifitT-Charles Perry, Esq., — ^by 
a majority of 106. 

Col. Hwidtidii is lAill member of Paiiiameiit for this town and county. 
We cttler not liere ilifto the merits of the politiqal issues remilting in his 
eledton, or of his snbeeqifeDt eareer. Suffice it to say that he has been 
assiduoas, and no doiibt coDscienttom, in the discharge of his public 
duti«B, and eontimids to possess the esteem and oonid^ice of a large por- 
tion of thie eoastltuenoy whioh he repvesents. 

In a future page, and at the close of the portion of this work treating 
of tke ten n and county as a whole, will be found a tabular statement, 
embodying in smaH spaoe^ fi>r convenienqe of reference, the facts of the 
seiMtal efootioDS wfa g t d to in these pagts. 

Since the foregoitag chapters were written, and while passing through the 
press, another old resident of the county, and a prominent citizen, has 
passed away from earth. Captain Andww SikON Frasxb, J. P., died on 
Tuesday, the 13th day tof November, 1866, in his 71st year. His had 
been an eTontful career. A native of Rozboroughshire, Scotland, he 
entered the British army at the age of fifteen, passed through the Penin* 
sular war, and took part in the battles of Quatre-bras and Waterloo, after 
which he reltxed from Urn army, with the rank of Lieutenant, and on half 
pay* In 1833, he settled in Yerulam, in.^e adjoining county, and in 
1847 became a indent of the Town of Peterborough. His name appears 
in a provious fiage, as Ci^tat|i i^ the 7th Provisional Battalion of Peterbo- 
rough MUitia, established during the eventful times of 1838. For many 
years he was a leading Justice of the Peace in the town and county, and 
was univeisally respected and esteemed by all who had the pleasure of his 
acquaintance. His remains were interred in the Little Lake Cemetery. 



CHAPTER .XVI. 

THE RAILROAD ERA. 

The project for the construction of the Grand Junction Railroad, to 
connect the river St. Lawrence with the Georgian Bay, began to be discussed 
in 1851 ; and the County Council voted £450, and soon after £400 more, 
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towards the expenses of a preHminary snrTej and report in reference to it. 
This action was followed in 1853 by the passing of a by-law {dedging the 
county to take stock in that enterpciae to the ezibaot of £10O,OQ#. Tliis 
by-ltw was submitted to the seTefal mttninipditMB ii» the Uidted Cmaties, 
for approval, and adopted by all except Ait t^wuUfniOtsoA^e^ in-vAtioh 
the vote was almost unanimoua againat it. During, th^ salme yeati tibia 
projected road was aanlgamatttd with the QrmA Tnnkk BliUroi4^ ia 
consequence of which the mumcip^tiefl Here i^i^od &MI UaUliiy for 
the stock subscribed. 

Hi^ hopes were far a time eitlortaia«d of the coiuHnioliifNa luA, soMeaa 
of this road^ aad some reddete sfMeuktiiNi in laodjeMaHadf bni^^kii^ to 
the breaking out of the Crimean, war, and. the atjimgtmf of tlie. latney 
market which attended it, together with the embaiassment of the Grand 
Trunk comp^my cofiaequett upon these events, and aUtm ofkoaea, this 
great work was not undertaksn, aftd the hojpefii which it h^ raw4y and 
the fortunate invostapents it had j^miai^d, weredfgoM^ ^ dm]||K>iiil|Bieut 

Railway magnates at that time showered* their attentiohs Kberally on 
Peterborough. During the session of 1852-^3, a charts was granted for a 
railroad from Kingston to Peterborough ; the Ooboutg and PlBterboroitgh 
railway charter was obtained at liie same time, and an aittendiiient of the 
former charter of the Port Hope and Peterborough ra^ay was idso 
granted, which authorized that company to build an eztetaAOH ft^mi any 
point on the original line into the County of Yietorkt as fiur as Hie western 
boundary of the township of Mariposa. 

Although Peterborough was the proposed terminus of both the Cobourg 
and Port Hope railroads, and was consequently largely interested in the 
construction of one or both, she persistently refused to contribute the 
smallest aid to either, and the result was, that while through the enterprise 
of the people of Cobourg, that road was pushed forward, in spite of all 
obstacles, and opened for traffic in the autuom of 1854, the Port Hope 
company turned their attention towards Lindsay, and after great difficul- 
ties, caused in chief part by ^e nature of tlie ground, they comj^eted 
their road to that town in the year following. 

Peterborough had thus, by means of the Cobourg road, secured the 
advantages of an outlet by rail, without incurring the slightest' risk or 
expenditure, and its benefits were at once felt in the great impulse given 
to nearly every branch of trade, but especially was this true in regard to 
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sawn luuiber, the export of which, &om three or four million feet annually, 
at oiieeinoreased to twcintyonilUonB, and in 1858 had increased to about 
tweaiy-ae¥en millions of feet,^ and to a still ki^r figure in later years. 

But unfortunately for PeterlxNroiigh, this line &died to> prove perman^t. 
The hri^ across Bioe Lake, bailt upon spiles and pieni, and about three 
miles In lengtt, ^ms tenibiy shaken duriBg> the ^winters of 18fi5-6-7, by the 
a«&m of Iheioe; so^tkatf^r «ed|s togother, PMertx»t)ugh was without 
raihviy ix)mimif&ioatleii with Ike front. %ke position was all the worse, 
from the fact, that the traie of 4he ftae (ewnships west of Peterborough, 
whfeh tBi|;M'€Mey|y hare l^eea e^nltfcd here, w«s being, diverted to the sta- 
tions, and passkng^ff along the tine, af the Port Hope and Lindsay road, 
tkett eamfjeUd aad in aclafe fperatton. Sk)an alter that tine was opened to 
LMbay,' Johii Fdtdar, £sq., bGmme ks Leasee and Maaag^ig Director ; 
smiy^j mfwrn^AwHk tlie ivtpeftanee of aecnnng the tarade of Peter- 
kcMOii^, ae a feeder fat ibat line, and also «f the ease with wkiick a branch 
line could be built through the almost coniiniioiis flat and swamf^ land 
lying in the direct line between Mil&nx^ and Peterborough^ he commenced 
a vigorous ag^laiion in reference to its oonstruction. The existing Port 
Hope, Lindsay imd Beaverton railway company wei« unable to build it; 
and Mr. Fowler'^ plan was to get the corporations of Port Hope and 
Peterborough mainly to cone^ruct it, and then lease it from the company 
for a term of yeitrs for a nominal sum, but guaranteeing to the corporations 
named 6 per cent, op the atojck subscribed, to be paid annually. Poi^ 
Hope rsaw at once the importance of scouring even a portion of this trade, 
and promptiy snbaoribed £10,000 stock. Messrs. Tate and Fowler sup- 
plied another £10,000, mi the town of Peterborough, after much discus- 
sion, adopted a by-kw guaranteeing £30,000 for the same purpose. From 
these sources, but mainly through the energy and perseverance of Mr. 
John Fowler, the road was commenced in the fall of 1857, and on the 
20th of Mt^, 1858, a train paased over it with the Qovemment Inspecting 
Engineers. *' On the 21st, a party composed of the Railway Board and 
Town Council of Piart Hope came to Peterborough, and on the 24&, owing 
to the kindness of the oonUraelor, a free exciursion of 3000 people from 
Port Hope visited Peterborough ; while oa the 31st, a return excursion 
from Peterboromgh to Port Hope was made."t Peterborough was thus, 
by maana of the branch to the main line at Millbrook, provided wiUi a 

* Directory, 1868. (T. ft R. Whitt.) 
tIMd. 
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second outlet by rail to the front, which, besides proving permanent, has 
been of indispensible utility to the town, and has also in no small d^ree 
tended to increase the prosperity of Port Hope. So well pleased, indeed, 
was that town with the result of the investtueDt of £10,000, in this hranch 
road, that she has never asked nor received a p^ny of direct return, 
although entitled to six per cent, upon the same anauaUgr. It may be 
mentioned, however, that Port Hope profiled very largely abcmt that time 
from the Municipal Loan Fund, and, as well as Peterborough, was well 
repaid for this investment by its indirect advaii^tages. 

In order to provide the money for ikis investment of £30^090, Uie tl^n 
member for Peterborough, W. S. Conger, Esq., secured fou ^ town, 
Municipal Loan Fund debentures to &e extent of £25,00^ uhamt to be 
surrendered to tiie Government by the township df Wdford. The Mutual 
proceeds of these, however, was only £20,677 Os. Sd, and some months later, 
the Town of Peterborough issued debentures to the amount of £12,500, 
to complete the sum subscribed. • 

The security held by the towA for the payment of six per cent, interest 
on the £30,000 stock originally taken by the town, consisted in a mortgage 
upon the lease held by the Lessees of the branch from the Port Hope, 
Lindsay and Beaverton railway company, and as it was extremely doubtful 
that the town could recover its -claim under such a mortgage, and the 
interest being in arrears, a compromise was accepted in 1861, whereby the 
Lessees agreed to pay to the Government for the town, the five cents in 
the dollar levied by Act of Parliament on account of Municipal Loan 
Fund indebtedness ; thus relieving the town of any debt or embarrassment 
on £25,000 of the stock taken. Under the circumstances, this was con- 
sidered so favourable a settlement of a claim which, possibly, could not be 
enforced, that it was agreed to waive an'y direct returns on the £12,500 
additional debt incurred on account of this stock. Under this arrange- 
ment the town would have been permanently relieved, for all time to come, 
of the liability claimed by the Government (namely, five ccii'ts in the dollar) 
on the Municipal Loan Fund debentures. But a final settlement, less 
advantageous to the town, was efiectcd in 1863, and embodied in* an Act 
of Parliament passed on the 15 th of October of that year. The Act" recites 
the terms of the previous arrangements, inchiding thrf mortgage and lease, 
and then confirms " an agreement made by and between the Lessees aqd 
the Town of Peterborough, whereby the amount secur^ by the mortgage 
on the lease held by the Lessees, and payable to the town, is reduced or 
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dtelD^d'1^ tlie ^Titi!!i]^ kma of ^iBetwn tlioii»liid ser^n bnilfred poands, 
[tliree hundred potfii4s havit^ l^m then ali^sdy paid], and interest 
thereon at six per cent., payable as follows, that is to say : the sum of three 
hundred pounds, part of the said principal sum of nineteen thousand seven 
hundred pounds, on the first day of January in each year, until the whole 
of said principal sum be fully paid, and ihc said interest at the rate of six 
per cent, per annum updn the principal unpaid, in six equal payments, on 
the first days of May, June, July, August, September ilnd October in each 
year, until the whole sum is paid." 

Such was the last and tlttid arratigdm^ht entered Into between the rail- 
way authorities and 'the to^n, from ^ich it WH be obvious thai the pay- 
ments to be mdde by the railway to the ttfwil tire every year dimini^ing, 
and in about siity-Sii years from January, 1864, will entirely cease. 

Although in a few years the direct income from our railroad investment 
will be but small, it must be remembered that the indirect advantages of a 
permanent outlet by rail have already been very great, and that of all the 
towns in the Province, none has probably received greater advantages from 
railroads, and none has contributed less to their construction, than Peter- 
borough. 

As a practical iUustraticm of tlie immense advimtage to both town and 
county of such a road, we quote the foiiowing as a specimen of the state 
of things before the tatiroad era. The Peterborou^ DespcUch of July 
29th, 1847, says:— 

^^ From 258. p 80s. per ten freight isipaid for goods. For neariy two 
weeks we have scarcely been able to get a irusk oonveyed to Port Hi^ or 
Gobourg. The journey of thirty isiles to Lake Ontario now occupies ten 
hoars, and some articles, such "as sait and piaster, are in a great measure 
shut out from us by the ^pense of freight. The saw mills of our town 
and neighborhood can cut upwards of 60,000 feet per day, but are often 
in a great measure idle for want of a maricet for lumber, owing to the ex- 
pense of transit." 

As a further ilhistraidon of Hie same truth, we remai^ that in the winter 
of 1836, with no raifaoadin any part of the eountry, wheat in Peterbo- 
rough was worth only d^j^ cents per bushel, and fifty cents in Port Hope. 
In Mmh 2Bd, 1848, the Despatch says : — ^< The town pres^ted a 
pleasing appearance to-day. The farmers are taking advant^e of the 
slight fail of snow we have had, and are hunryitig tikeir pmduee into the 
13 
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market. The prices to-day are as follows :-*FaIl wheat 3s. 9d., Spring 
do. 3s. 3d., Oats per bushel 9d. to lOd., Hay, per ton, 27s. 6d. to 30s.'' 

This isolation of trade, stagnation of business, and low prices of produce, 
sold too at the latter end of the season, contrast strongly with the regular 
communication, prompt transit, excellent prices for produce, and the 
speedy convertibility of all kinds of marketable produce into cash, which 
we of late years enjoy, and which have long since repaid to the community 
many times the amount of stock invested in securing it. 

During the summer of 1857, the bridge across Rice Lake on the Co- 
bourg and Peterborough railway, was inspected by Walter Shanley, Esq., 
Civil Engineer, with a view to filling it up as a permanent embankment. 
The cost of doing so he estimated at £50,000, and expressed an opinion 
in favor of the feasibility of its being made in this way a permanent struc- 
ture. A considerable portion of the bridge, towards the south shore, was 
actually filled in ; but the embarrassments of the road, and the great 
expense of the undertaking, put a stop to further outlay, and the road, 
after being in operation at intervals for six years, was finally closed in the 
autumn of 1860 ; and the abandoned bridge, from which the iron was in 
great part removed, has ceased to form a connection between the opposite 
shores, but still remains in part, a monument of the folly of misdirected 
enterprise. This result is greatly to be deplored, as the public spirit 
shewn by the citizens of Cobourg in pushing forward this line of road was 
deserving of a better fate. 

Hopes are still entertained that the bridge will be resuscitated and the 
line re^)pened, and trains are still run to Harwood on the south shore of 
Rice Lake, where a connection is formed with steamers, which, during the 
summer months, ply between Peterborough and the Village of Hastings 
and that point ; and in this way a large quantity of sawn lumber from this 
county still finds an outlet by way of Cobourg. 

The original charter of the Cobourg road empowered that company to 
extend their line to Chemong or Mud Lake, but this right expired in 1854 
from non-usage. A charter was then obtained for a separate company, 
having power to form a conneotion between Peterborough and Chemong 
Lake, either by a rail or tram road, and passing up, either side of the 
Otonabee river. During 1857-8 this road was commenced as an extension 
of the Cobourg road, and completed as far as Perry's (now A. H. Camp- 
bell & Co's,) mills, about diree miles up the river. The stock was origi- 
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Daily taken by persons in ihe Cobourg interest ; but more than half was 
afterwards purchased by stockholders of the rival line, so that of late years, 
the Port Hope company had virtual control oiP the Peterborough and 
Chemong line, which since 1860 has been useless to either road. 

During 1865, an attempt was made by the Port Hope company to form 
a connection between the branch running into Peterborough and this 
Chemong road, by continuing their rails along the bank of the river, and 
crossing the same at Dickson's dam, and so eflFecting the desired junction"; 
but this action was opposed by the Cobourg interest, chiefly on the grounds, 
that such an extension was not contemplated in the original charter of the 
Port Hope and Peterborough road, and also that the amalgamation of these 
two roads might prove prejudicial to the resuscitation of the Cobourg road, 
to which it had formerly been a feeder. 

The charter of the Peterborough and Chemong road had again expired 
without its completion, and during the last session of Parliament (1866) 
an Act was passed, requiring the public sale of thig road to the highest 
bidder, and while authorizing the Port Hope railroad company to effect 
the connection they desired, provided also, that both companies should have 
full powers to run over this road, if they so desired, by paying a reasona- 
ble remuneration for its use to the company by which it might be acquired. 
Under all the circumstances this arrangement was fair to both parties, and 
gave general satisfaction to them and to the public. 

The necessary works are now in progress to connect the Peterborough 
branch of the Port Hope road with the Chemong road, in the manner 
already described, and it is hoped that ere long, trains will pass up the 
river by this new route, to the extensive mills which line its banks ; that 
Lakefield and Chemong Lake will also be reached, and that thus an impetus 
will be given to the still greater export of lumber from the back country, 
and also that our fine water power will be extensively utilized in various 
branches of manufacture for which it is so well adapted. 
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CHAPTER XVIL 



THE LUMBER TRADE. 



Square Timber. — The lumber tradq is one wUch, from its importance, 
reqnivea at le^t a pa^Dg notice in a work of thi^ kind. To it this town 
and county owe a large, share of their past success and present prosperity. 
All our older townships have now for some years been denuded of the 
valuable timber, whi^h; at the period of their first settlement, grew to a 
great si^e and in large nun^bers upon nearly every lot ; and as the manu- 
facture of square timber a^d sawn lumber gradually attained its present 
immense development, it had to be sought every year further in the inte- 
rior ; till now, the new and comparatively remote townships in "the back 
country," as it is called, are mainly to be depended upon for a supply. 

With the present apnual drain from these, it is to be e^cted that, as 
time progresses, th^ main opera.tions of thisgig$^)tic business will be carried 
on at a diatance reioota from xm, and thai^ l&a^ of its profits and advantages 
will be felt ii^ our own immfediate vicinity. The g^^t staple of this trade, 
both for squ^e timber and sawn lumbcir, is ^Jiite pine. Formerly^ before 
we had lea^TQecl its value as an axti^e of e^rt, it wa^ b;umed up in log- 
heaps or split into fence rails^ and » conciide^bJie portion of tha eln^ and 
oak of the older townships sh^ed the swe f§te. {led pine exists but 
sparingly, and though some excellent spars of this timber are still sent to 
Quebec from this county, the care required in their prep(u*ation, and the 
expense attending their removal, have, in, general, left but a limited margin 
of profit for the manufacturer. 

The square timber bua^^ess is qf comp^ra^^T^ly repeat date. As e»r}y 
as 183S, Mr. Hiek^on removed ♦qftwiti^y of spai» from <ie vicinity of 
Bujakhoi^ like ; but i^ chfef Qpi^%)|^9, aod tt^of the Messrs^ GiteK^nr, 
were confined to t}^ toi^nship^ fjpfttiflg W the Ot#R<iii»ie6 ^ Trent rivers. 
Mr, Hickson then resided in the comer building, formerly Might*8, and 
now Waddell's saddlery, in the Town of Peterborough. Not until 1844 
was much of this business extended above Lakefield, and Mr. John Cook, 
and his son Ira, were among the first to commence its manufacture on our 
back waters to any large extent. Their and the Messrs. Gilmour's oper- 
ations for a few years were confined to the waters above and adjacent to 
Burleigh falls. 
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Moflfiom Boyd, Esq., W48 one of the parliest m^nu&cturerg of square 
timber above Buckborn falls. He cQuwaenped i^t first to produce 
sawn lumb^ for loe^ sup|Jy, but; efe long began the manu&ct^re of 
square timber in large^ quantity, for the Qupboc niiarket. It was not for 
several years later, that the vast timber region on Pigeon Lake and its 
tributaries, was thus made to contribute its quota to this important 
trade. 

About the year 1847, Charles Perry, Esq., ent(ered into the same busi- 
ness, and for five or eix years carried it on with, the greatest success, both 
as regards squ9xe timber and sawn lumber. Then came a host of enter- 
prjsii^g men in the square timber business, among whom were, Messrs. 
K^mpt, McAuley, Dickson, Townsend, Piatt, Co^kbum, Fowldp, Gilchrist, 
Dennistoun, I^eeper, Strickland, Short, Scott, Buck, Stone, Smith, Caldwell, 
Thompson and others, who, during the last twiepty yeais, haye thinned our 
for^ts, and swelled the export of this great staple to an enormous extent. 
An immense amount of capital is every year investied in these operations, 
and in carrying them on a home market is create^ which proves of the 
utmost advantage to our agriculturists and others. 

The qu^tity of square timber in^u%3tured in this county varies with 
the ex^encies of the tradp. As the supply becomes ^hausted, the natural 
tendency of this as well as the sawn lumber trade, will be to din^ish rather 
thaa increase in the extent of its operatioi^. But Ijbis effect can hardly 
as yet be said to have been feJt. The more eX;teosive op^ations, however, 
have to be every year piisfeed further into the interior. In 1852, the 
quantity of square tii;nber from the entire qounty was estimated at 1,600,- 
000 feet. In the season of 1864-5, 3,500,000 feet were exported from this 
county, and about 1,500,000 from the neighboring county of Victoria. 
During the lumbering season of 1865-6, the quantity passing down the 
Otonabee was about 2,000,000 feet, to which 500,000 more may be added 
for the eastern portion of the county, finding an outlet by way of Crow 
river. The present season (1866-7) promises a quantity in advance of 
last year, the extent of which it would be premature at present to attempt 
to estimate. 

Sawn Lumber, — The sawn luinber business is of perhaps still greater 
impprta^cp to the comm\inity than the manufacture of square timber. 
Since the early settlement of the county, saw mills have e?;isted in numer- 
ous localities, but their chief scope for many years consisted in supplying 
the home demand in their several locfditi^s. Since 1850, attention hat 
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been turned to a large extent to the manufacturing of sawn lumber for the 
American market, and the magnificent water power furnished by the rapidly 
descending waters of the Otonabee, in the vicinity of Peterborough, has 
been largely utilized for this purpose. 

Samuel Dickson, Esq., was among the earliest manufacturers of this 
great staple, in the neighborhood of Peterborough, and has built and own- 
ed several mills for carrying on this business. He still manufactures a 
large quantity at his mill in close proximity to Dickson's dam. Mr. Wil- 
liam Snyder built his mill in 1852, and Mr. James Bird, the Blythe saw 
mill, about the same time. This was burned down in 1863, and rebuilt 
by Mr. George Hilliard during the following year. The Nassau Mill, the 
largest in the county, and one of the finest in the Province, situated at a 
distance of three miles from Peterborough, was built in 1854, by Charles 
Perry, Esq. " It has two Yankee Gangs', a 'Slabber', 'Stock G^ang', and 
an 'English Gate', containing in all 130 saws, besides circulars for butting, 
cutting laths, &c. It has also a very ingenious machine for grinding slabs. 
This mill has cut 90,000 feet in twelve hours."* It is now carried on by 
Messrs. Campbell & Co. Other saw mills in the vicinity of Peterborough, 
are, that built by E. Perry & Co., of Cobourg, on the Douro side of the river, 
opposite Snyder's mill, which has now been idle nearly two years. Messrs. 
Ludgate & McDougall have in active operation a large steam saw mill on 
the eastern shore of the Little Lake, built by Samuel Dickson, Esq. The 
saw mill of B. D. Rogers, Esq., in Ashbumham, of which Messrs. Craigie 
& Stephenson are lessees, continues at work throughout the year, and cuts 
about one million of feet annually, about 400,000 feet of which are for 
the American market, and the remainder for home consumption. 

Messrs. Shaw & Waite have at Lakefield a saw mill, which at present 
manufactures about two millions annually, but is capable of a much larger 
business were proper facilities available for transportation to a market. 
These gentlemen lease the large saw mill of John Hall, Esq., at Buckhom, 
where from six to seven millions are manufactured annually. There are 
besides Mr. Scott's fine mill, on the Missasauga river, in Harvey, built 
some years ago by Mr. William Henry, the product of which- this year is 
about four million feet ; the mill of M. Boyd, Esq., on Squaw river, in 
Harvey, manufacturing one and a half million feet annually ; while of the 
six or seven millions manufactured by Mr. Boyd in Bobcaygeon, (near the 

* Dirtctory, 1868. (T. & B. White.) Ptye 66. 
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boundary line between the two counties) probably one-half may be said to 
be drawn from the County of Peterborough. Then there are the mills of 
S. S. Kelly and Walter Scolt, Esquires, at Chemong lake, tilie proceeds of 
which, when in operation, may be estimated at half a million, and a mil- 
lion and a half is to be set down as the product of Messrs. Hale's mill, on the 
bank of the Otonabee river, in the township of that name. The Messrs. 
Fowlds, at Hastings, also manufacture from two to three millions annu- 
ally, the greater portion of which is from this county. 

To sum up the manufacture of the mills in operation this season, we 
have for export: — 

From Messrs. Campbell & Co's, Nassau Mills Ft.10,000,000 

" Mr. George Hilliard's, Blythe Mills 7,000,000 

" " Samuel Dickson's, Peterborough 6,000,000 

" Messrs. Ludgate & McDougall's steam mill 7,000,000 

" " Shaw & Waite, Buckhorn and Lakefield 9,000,000 

" Mr. Scott's mill, Ball lake 4,000,000 

" " M. Boyd's miU, Squaw river 1,500,000 

" " half Bobcaygeon mill 3,000,000 

" Mr. S. S. Kelly's mill, Bridgenorth 250,000 

" Messrs. Hale's mill, Otonabee river 1,500,000 

" " Craigie & Stephenson's, Ashbumham . 400,000 

" " Fowlds', Hastings, say from this county 1,000,000 

Total for this county for 1866 Feet.50,650,000 

Showing a result, for the present season, of over fifty millions of feet ; 
which at Port Hope was worth $12 per 1000 feet. The returns on the 
product of this business carried on in this county, the present year, were 
the whole shipped to market, may therefore be estimated at $600,000. 
When it is remembered how large a portion of this will have been dis- 
bursed to the hundreds of men and the numerous teams employed in carry- 
ing on this immense business, 'as well as the other heavy items of expense 
attending its manufacture, it will be apparent, how important is this busi- 
ness to every man in the community, who is reached and bonefited either 
directly or indirectly by some portion of this large outlay. 

About thirty-two millions feet of this lumber finds transit by way of 
Peterborough, and the greater portion of the remainder, is first transferred 
in boats or scows to Lindsay, and from there is passed over the railroad to 
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Port 'H6pe. So great has h^eit tlk« infttiiif&ctUi*e Ihh Mke6iiy (fabi#I€l[- 
standihg Wo of our large tnillfi MVe been idk) t^cat a p6rtion will havis to 
remain over in the mill yatd^ till nekt defison. It maj be added that so 
far as present appearances indicate, the season of 1866-7 wiH Witness an 
bcre^use in the operations of this trade of about thirty per cent. 

At present the sawn lumber mahufacturel for export in the vicinity of 
Peterborough, is alt drawri by teams to the railway station. Or to the head 
of navigation at "the locks" 6n the Otohabee river. During the year 
1865, nineteien millions of t^is was carried over the railway to Port Hope, 
and about twelve millions passed down the river in scows, in tow of the 
steamer Otonabee to Harwood, where it was placed on the railway, and so 
conveyed to Cobourg. During 1866, a still larger quantity will have 
passed over the railroad to Port Hope, and about one-half the quantity of 
lafit year by the river and Harwood route. 

The operation of teaming such an immense quantity of lumber from the 
mills to the points mentioned, is one involving great labor and expense to 
the m&ntfacturers ; although giving employment to a large number of 
teamsters and their horses. The constant passing of such heavily laden 
teams over our principal streets, rapidly wears out even the most substan- 
tial mat^ial employed in their repair, plows them into dei^ and unseemly 
ruts, and^at certain seasons, renders them well nigh impassable to ordinary 
vehicles. 

These disadvantages, and the outlay they occasion, will be speedily 
obviated by the extension of the Port Hope railroad, along the river bank, 
so as to form a connection with the old Chemong line, which, passing 
up the river^ will receive the product of several of the mills mentioned, 
in the mill yard. This important link of railway connection is now in 
active progress, and when completed, hopes are entertained that the 
improved facilities it will afford, may prove a stimulus to*the establish- 
ment of other and numerous branches of manufacture, for which the 
immense water-power of the Otonabee furnishes such ample scope. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

(1.) POPULATION. 

The population of Peterborough in 1832 was less than 500. In 1838, 
the town contained not more than 150 houses, and a population probably 
between eight and nine hundred. The statistics of Peterborough arc inex- 
ti-icably mingled with those of North Moni^han up .till the period of its 
incorporation, so that its actual population during the years antecedent to 
that date, cannot be stated with accuracy. As has been shewn in the 
preceding pages, it continued steadily to improve, and at the time of its 
incorporation contained 1800 hihabitants. 

At the general census taken in 1852, two years later, it had 333 houses, 
350 families, and a population of 2191. In 1855, this had increased to 
3400, in 1856 to 3600, and in 1861 to 3841. 

During the last two years, Peterborough, as well as nearly eveiy town 
and city in the Province, suffered a diminution of population. The causes 
of this may in chief part be referred to the depression occasioned by a 
series of scant harvests in this Province, while at the same time considera- 
ble numbers of the mechanical and laboring classes were attracted to the 
neighboring Republic by the advance of wages consequent upon an expan- 
sion of nearly every branch of business, resulting from an inflated 
currency with which the immense outlay of four years* war inundated that 
country. 

The assessment roll for the town, in 1860 shewed the number of rate- 
payers for that year to be 1036, which would give a population of about 
4500. The total valuation of real and personal property in Peterborough, 
in 1857, was $987,768 ; while for 1866 this item stands at $1,480,460. 
The valuation of property, however, is not always made upon an uniform 
standard, and in different years is increased or diminished, as the judg- 
ment of the Assessors or the fluctuations of the times may seem to 
justify. 

In thus estimating the present population of Peterborough at 4500, it 
should be borne in mind that the numerous dwellings in what may be 
called the suburbs, situated just outside the limits of the town, are not 
taken into account, and that neither is the population of Ashbnmham, 
immediately adjoining on the eastern side of the Otonabee river, included 
in this estimate. In 1801, Ashburnham had a population of 993. Last 
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December it was ascertained to be 1129, wfaiob, with tbe residents of tbe 
^'suburbs" alluded to, would make the entire population of the town and 
its immediate appendages 5629. 

Tbe last census, taken in 1861, showed the then population of Peterbo- 
rough and Ashbumham taken together, to be composed of the following 
nationalites :— Irelasd 1068, Englaad 451, Scothtnd 334, United: 
States 173, Upper Canada 2466, Lower Canada 289, other countries S3. 

The same census shows that in Peterborough and Ashburnham there 
were in 1861, 2471 male and 2363 female inhabitants. There were 1523 
married and 3311 single persons. In 1860 there were in these two corpo- 
rations 50 deaths and 179 births, while 793 children were attending 
school. 

(2.) MANUFACTURES. 

Something has already been said in the preceding pages as to the grad- 
ual development of the several manufactures of Peterborough, and it 
remains now but to afford the reader some idea of the extent of businegs 
carried on in these branches of industry at the present time. To begin 
with — 

Flouring Mills. — The mill, owned by J. R. Benson, Esq., of which 
Messrs. Nicholls & Hall are now the lessees, manufactures about 20,000 
barrels of flour annually. That of R. D. Rogers, Esq., in Ashbumham, 
from 7 to 8000 barrels, but is capable of turning out many more. During 
the year, the mill formerly mentioned as the late O. B. Hall's, Esq., but 
latterly known as Dickson's mill, was burned to the ground. The Blythe 
mills, situated a little distance above the town, the property of John 
Cam^ie, Esq., Jr., met with this fate in the spring of 1864, but was 
re-built during that and the following season, and has manu&ctored 9000 
barrels during the past year, for exportation. Its capabilities axe now in* 
creased, so as to admit of the manufacture of 200 barrels of flour daUy. 
Besides this result, each of the mills mentioned does a lai^e amount of 
gristing for home consumption, — a department which the mill of Gilmour 
& Co., Mr. Richard Pamell, miller, is wholly occupied in supplying. 

Woolen FaGtori€S,^^The Auburn mills are situated about a mile above 
the northern limits of the town, on the eastern side of the Otonabee river. 
The building used is a substantial one of stone, of three stories and an 
attic, and was built in 1862-3, and since carried on by Messrs. A. Robert- 
son & Co.j of Montreal. The main building is 79 z 44 feet in size ; 
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another one adjoiniDg, which is at present in use as a store-room, is 80 x 37 
feet, and Tfas originally intended for an axe factory. The motive power is 
water, but steam is used for dyeing, scouring and heating ; for the latter 
purpose being conveyed by means of iron tubes to every part of the build- 
ing, producing a regular and genial warmth. There are 40 operatives 
employed in this establishment, 27 males and 13 females, several of whom, 
particularly at the looms, work by the piece, and earn excellent wages. 
There are 9 looms, and 640 spindles kept in operation during the entire 
year. A couple of self-operating spinning machines, (a new British inven- 
tion) with 440 spindles, are now being added to those formerly in use. 
These are among the first of the kind introduced into Canada, are beauti- 
ful specimens of machinery, and will greatly enhance the products of this 
department with but slight additional labor. 

To supply material for this establishm^t, about 80^000 pounds of urool 
are purchased annually, from 15 to 20,000 lbs. of which are procured 
from this county, and the remainder elsewhere in Canada, or by importa- 
tion from abroad. During the wool season of 1865, as highiaB46eents 
and during the present year 36 cents per pound were paid for this staple. 

The principal artkles of manufacture are tweeds of a great variety of 
pattern, about SOjOOO yards of which were prepared for market hst year, 
and during the coming season, owing to improved looms and increased 
machinery, this is expected to be increased to one-third more. ' Some idea 
of the advantages of such a factory to the town and vicinity, will appear 
from ihe fact that nearly $1000 are expended monthly, in wages and ex- 
penses connected with this establishment, without ref^^'^ice to the large 
additional sum invested in the purchase of wool. 

The Auburn mills bore off the gold medal of the Dublin Exhibition in 
1864, for the best Canadian tweeds, and was also awarded a silver medal 
at the Montreal Exhibition the same year, for similar eloths. Mr. Robert 
Brodie is the attentive and obl^ing auperintendent. 

The creek whieh traverses the town supplies the motive power for Mr. 
Brook's woolen factory, in which 20 operatives are employed, with an an- 
' nual consumption of about 80,000 lbs. of wool, and a product of 800 yards 
of Allied cidth, flannel and tweed. Six looms are in operation, and steam 
is also used in some of the processes. This establishment wad built about 
25 yeara ago^ and has now been five years in the possession of its present 
|H<opi9etor. Mr. Brooke has^jnst purchased a small woolen mill heretofore 
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carried ou by Mr. P. H. Clarke, in Ashburuliam. Probably 20,000 lbs. of 
wool Lave been converted into flannels and cloths here. Three looms are 
in operation. 

These comprise the whole of the woolen factories in Peterborough and 
its vicinity. At other points in the county, and especially at the village 
of Hastings, more of these useful establishments exist, but (except at that 
village) of limited capacity, and chiefly or entirely devoted to the local 
carding and fulling of the neighborhood. 

Fonnderies. — A large amount of capital is invested in founderies, three of 
which are in operation in Peterborough, and one in Ashburnham. Pre- 
cisely this number was returned here as existing at the taking of the cen- 
sus in 1852 and in 1861. But the capital invested, and the produce of 
the business, have very lai-gely increased since the former of these dates. 
In 1851 the capital of all collectively was stated at $7400, and in 1861 at 
$45,900, while the value of their joint produce for the former year was 
set down at $13,400, and for the latter $56,075. Doubtless, the latter 
figures will still apply very nearly to the present time. 

Messrs. Whyte k Hamilton's fouadery and machine shop was commenced 
as a plow factory 25 years ago, by James Harvey, Esq. About ten years 
ago it was enlai^ to its present proportions, and greatly improved. The 
working capital of the firm is stated to be $10,000, exclusive of buildings 
or site. From twenty to thirty men are employed, the chief business con- 
sisting in the manufacture and repair of steam engines, grist and saw mill 
machinery, thrashing machines, plows, (about 300 of which are turned 
out annually) and other agricultural implements. 

The foundery on Simcoe street, owned by James Stevenson, Esq., and 
leased by Mr. William Helm, was destroyed by fire in 1857, but soon 
after rebuilt in its present style, by the energetic owner. In buildings and 
maehinery it represents a total capital of $13,000. Steam is the motive 
power, in producmg which 250 cords of wood are consumed annually, as 
are 40 tons of coal in the process of smelting and the requirements of the 
blacksmith's shop. Fifteen men are now employed ; the principal business 
being repairing machines and implements of yarious kinds, though steam 
engines and nearly all other kinds of machinery, iron pillars and other 
heavy castings, are made to order. In this way 25,000 feet of hardwood 
lumber, from 60 to 80 tons of metal, and 8 to 10 tons of wrought iron are 
.used in a single year. During last year, six threshing machines, and over 
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200 plows were luauufactured at this establishment j besides sawing ma- 
chioes, other machiuery and implements. 

Mr. James Hamilton has for many years conducted a foundery and im- 
plement manufactory on south George street. Eight men on an iiverage 
have been employed, turning out from l50 to 200 plows, a large-feumber 
of harrows, and other farm implements each year. The motive pol^r is a 
idz horse-power engine. During the past summer, Mr. Hamilton suffered 
a heavy loss by the destruction of his establishment by fire. But it has 
now been rebuilt in a greatly enlarged and superior style, and the manu- 
facture of implements is being resumed to a still greater extent thaV for- 
merly. A branch of this business, supplied from the foundery here, is carried 
on at Lindgay. 

Mr. Mowry's foundery and machine shop in Ashbumham also employs 
a number of hands, and has the requisite facilities for performing a large 
business. - 1' 

Breweries, — Two breweries at present exist in Peterborough. Mr. 
Henry Calcutt's was commenced in 1855, near the shore of the^jLittle 
Lake, but was burned down in 18G3, His present establishmeiMI) near 
the Otonabee river, on the Ashburnhaui side, was built during th0 same 
year. Six men are constantly employed, and during last year, 5000 
bushels of barley were consumed in* this manufacture. Mr. Calcutt is the 
inventor of a combined liquor cooler and heater, which, by pasditag the 
heated liquid over an expanded surface, cools 16 barrels in an hour, or 
eight gallons in a minute. By varying the size, greater or lesA' results 
could of course be obtained. 

Mr. Walter W. Boswell's brewery was built more than twenty years 
ago, on the shore of "Spaulding's bay", in the southern end of the town. 
Of late it has not been constantly in operation, but is now again in use, 
and manufacturing at the rate of about one hundred barrels of b«er (of 
30 gallons each) per month. 

Two other breweries formerly existed in the town; but though the 
buildings remain, they have been for some years closed, and their machinery 
unemployed. 

Tanneries, — There are two tanneries in Peterborough, and one in Ash- 
buroham. That belonging to James Hall, Esq., of which Mr. Walter 
Patterson is lessee, employs constantly from 6 to 10 men, who manufacture 
into leather from 1500 to 2000 hides, and about 1200 calf-skins annually. 
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Water and steam power are used for pumping and grinding. Mr. Patter- 
son has recently imported 100 hides from South America, which, from 
the fineness of the hair, and consequent denseness of tissue, when dressed, 
are well ad£4;)ted for use in. this climate. This establishment is the most 
extensive of the three. 

Mr. P. Ryan in Peterborough, and Mr. John Clarke in Ashburnham, 
also employ a number of hands, and do a lajrge business in the manufacture 
of the Tarious kinds of leather. 

Carriage and Sleigh Factories. — Mr. William Metheral has now been 
11 years engaged in this business in Peterborough. He employs on an 
average 6 men. During the present season (1866) he completed and sold 
24 buggies and carriages, and four wagons, though he usually manufac- 
tures from 10 to 12 of the latter in a season ; and also 30 to 40 sleighs 
and cutters. The outlay in conducting this establishment will amount to 
between three and four thousand dollars a year. 

Mr. T. Fitzgerald has now been four years engaged in this business. 
He employs 11 men, and during the season of 1866 manufactured 20 
waggons, 25 busies and carriages, and 50 cutters and sleighs. In addition 
to this work, a large amount of repairing and general black-smithing is also 
carried on in his establishment. 

Mr. John Doharty (formerly Doharty & Hanlon) conducts an extensive 
business of this kind, in which he has now been for several years succesft- 
cessfuUy engaged. From 10 to 12 men are employed, resulting in a 
yearly expenditure of from 6000 to 7000 dollars. During 1865, 55 sleighs 
and cutters were manufactured, and an average of 30 waggons and 20 
buggies and carriages for the last few years. A very large amount of job- 
bing and general black-smith work i» also perfiormed. 

Mr. James MoWilliams also manufactures largely in this useful branch 
of industry. 9 men are usually employed, and during the pteaent season, 
30 waggons and 20 buggies and carriages have been turned out from this 
estaUishment; with an average of 45 sleighs for some years past. A large 
amount of repairing and general work is also attended to, with an annual 
outlay in all of between 6 and 7000 dollars. 

Mr. John Douglass, (formerly J. & T. Doughss) after a connection 
with this business of about 12 years, has recently opened a new carriage 
^d w.^ggon ahop on. Betkuse street n<ath, where 4 hands are employed. 
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Flcfx MUh. — Our euterprifiiog towiuasiftn) Mr. Htaxy Calcutta erected 
a €ax mill in Ashburnham, in 1865, which is npt Goiy useful as furnishing, 
a home market for an important item of agricultural produce^ but at cer« 
tain times (during the retting process) giyes employment to about 50 
women and boys, who have often difficulty in finding remuneratiTe employ- 
ment in other branches of industry. During 1865, 75 tons of raw flax 
was purchased here, and for the present season the sales were increased to 
200 tons. The cost, as sold by the farmers, has been about $13 per ton, 
and about an equal sum per ton is expended in its preparation.. The flax, 
when ready for market, is in chief part sold at the linen mill of Messrs. 
Gooderham & Worts, Toronto. It is to be regretted that sufficient enter- 
prise has not yet been found to establish a linen mill here, for which there are 
great facilities, and which would add another important branch: of industry 
to ihe.locality, and retain this product in our midst, which has now to go 
elsewhere for the manufacture to which it is ultimately destined. 

Mr. Borland, of South Douro, is also engaged in this business, and as a 
further illustration of the increasing interest taken in this useful product, 
it may be stated that 50 tons were offeced for sale; in::that looafiiy daring 
the present season, (1866) where only five or six: could. be purchased in 
1865. 

Other Manufactures, — Peterborough has two pump manufactories, one 
of these, conducted by Mr. Henry Dennis, has been in operation for the 
last 6 years. Five men are employed on an average, and about 500 pumps 
manufactured every year. The motive poweir is steam. Mr. W. M. 
.Kingdon is also engaged in this manufi»cture, and produces from 150 to 
200 pumps every year from his establishment. 

There are four enterprising citizens engaged in the manufacture and 
importation of chairs, cabinet work and general upholstery; besides a 
number of establishments who supply these and the public with wood- 
tumii^, sashes, blinds, and other articles of luxury and necessity^ 

Ashburnham boasts of two axe-factories, that of Mr. P. J. Ayres and 
Mr. G. Story, which contribute largdy to supply the demand for these 
indispensible implements. 

There are also several Cooper's shops, both^ in town and county, which 
represent a most important branch of industry, and in which a large amount 
of capital is invested. 
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As the purpose and scope of these pages are historical rather than intend- 
ed to serve the purposes of a directory, it is impo^ible, even were it 
not out of place, to enter more minutely into the particulars of these and 
other interesting and important sources of trade or branches of industry. 
Enough has been said, it is hoped, to convey to the reader an idea of the 
present development of tHir manufacturing entcrprize; and although it 
must be confessed that of late years, 'progress in this direction has not 
been as rapid bs might be desi^d, or as the ample facilities afforded by 
the town and vicinity would nAem to invite, still the position at present 
attained, is sufficient, strongly tofoontrast with the early stages and infant 
steps of these branches of manofecture, when Peterborough was first 
settled, 40 years ago. Progression^^^ither natural, social or industrial, is 
not uniformly rapid ; and having acc«];nplished much in the past, it will, 
with the means and resources at command, be attributable to our own 
folly or n^lect, if much greater result^i b^ nx)t achieved in the future. 

(3.) TRADE AND MERCHANDISE. 

The trade of a community like this, carried on by a number of individ- 
uals, through a variety of channels, can with difficulty be estimated, seeing 
that, except in the case of dutiable goods, which pass through the custom 
house, no general or official record is kept as to their extent or value. 
And in the case of Peterborough, but a small proportion of the goods 
received and sold here are chargeable with custom duty. 

The general character of the merchants and traders of Peterborough for 
probity and honor, which is known beyond the limits of the Province, • 
and the extent of their operations, as shewn by the large and well filled 
shops of our principal streets, ai*e circumstances of which any resident of 
the town and county may well feel proud. The first attempts at mercan- 
tile buuness in Peterborough, in the tiny stores and with the slender 
stocks of goods, to which reference has been made in the preceding pages, 
are in striking contrast to the piles of brick and mortar, several stories in 
height, filled with the rich fabrics and costly products of nearly every 
clime, which are witnessed to-day. Instead of the little stocks of goods of 
from $100 to $1000 of 40 years ago, we have now single firms importing 
from $10,000 to $80,000 worth of goods annually. The entire imports 
for 1860 wcsre carefully estimated at $600,000, and since then these figures 
have not materially changed. 
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From a statement furniebed bj permission of the Customs authorities 
in 1*860, it appeared that, daring that year, the total entries here were of 
the value of $108,685, on which a duty of 1|17,782 was paid. These 
figures were $5,374 in excess of the duties paid at Port Hope, and $6,501 
more than those paid at Cobourg, for that year. 

Since the raifaroad era, which commenced in 1854, the entire trade of 
the town has greatly increased. The exports hare invariably exceeded the 
imports to such an extent as to leave a balance of trade amounting, on an 
average, to at least half a miUion of dollars in fhvor of the town. The 
following figures will convey some idea of l^e exports of the town at two 
successive periods : — ^ 

Lumber, Produce, d&c, shipped hy Cobourg and Peterborough Railroad 
from Peterborough, during the years 1855, 1856 and 1857. 



Years. 



Lumber, 
Feet, 



Flour, 
barrels. 



Wheat, 
bushels. 



Wool, 
lbs. 



Potash, 
barrels. 



Lath, 
bundles. 



1855 
1856 
1857 



11142479 
15946158 
13365503 



6539 

19095 

9714 



232551 
568624 
21717 



38519 
36047 
62772 



43 
57 

56 



4188 
25546 
16548 



Statement showing the export of Produce from Peterborough^ by Rail- 
way during 1864 and 1865 : 



Years. 


Flour, 
barrelt. 


Wheat, 
bushels. 


Barley, 
bushels. 


Pease, 
bushels. 


Oats, 
bushels. 


Butter, 
Firkins. 


1864 

1865 


23300 

37000 


8695 
31775 


6667 
13967 


140 
250 


none, 
do 


836 
1502 


Total.. 


60300 


40470 


20634 


390 


none. 


2338 



To this is to he added the export of sawn lumber, already considered in 
a special chapter devoted to that trade, but which may here be repeated. 
In 1865, sawn lumber was shipped as follows : — 

Over the Port Hope and Peterborough railway 19,000,000 feet. 

By steamer Otonabee and rail to Cobourg .12,000,000 " 

Total 31,000,000 " 

This, however, does not include the entire export of lumber from the 
county, since the^manufacturc of the mills at Chcmong lake, Buckhom, 
15 
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Hftirej «Bd to aome «ctent those at Bobeaygeon, as well as that from the 
milb in Otonnbee and Hastings hftYe fbuad an outlet by olber channels. 
Neither does it iocfaide It lar^ exjport of wool, shinies, potaah, eggfi and 
other commodities, ike evu^t fibres for which it would be difieult to 
ascertain. 

There is besides tiie lai^ge intearoal trade carried on m ibe .town and 
villages of l^e oonnty in s1^>plJiog the wants of a fine agrieultunddistriet, 
the TaliiA of the prodoce of whidi, was diewn by the last census to be 
$1,023,197. Pelarboiottgh is most advaatiigeously situated for eneovra- 
ging and devdopiug this tvade, which alone would entitle her to nmk among 
the most prosperous commercial centres in Canada. But when to ibis is 
added die immense operations of the lumber trade, and her great capabili- 
ties for manufacturing purposes, her natural advantages place her in the 
foremost rank, as a field for enterprise, which it must be admitted has as 
yet been but partially utilijsed. 



CHAPTER XIX. 

(1) THE BANKS OF PETERBOROITGH. 

Until 1852, the only bank in Peterborough was a branch of the Bank oj 
Montreal, whidi was opened here in 1843 ; and of which Kohert Nicholls, 
Esq., was the first agent. The business during the first few years was 
very meagre, — the principal lec(ger being a book of diminutive proportions. 
Since the retirement of Mr. Nicholls from tihis post, the successive managers 
have been, Jankaon Rae, John N. Travers, Robert J. Dallas, and Robert 
Richardson, Esquires, — the last named gentlemen being at present 
manager. 

The business of the bank increased with the progress and prosperity of 
the town and county; and during 1857-8, the present handsome and com- 
modious building, on the south-east comer of Water and Simcoe streets, 
was erected for its accommodation, at a cost of $12,000. 

In 1846, Messrs. Nicholls & Hall opened "I'Ae Colhome District 
Savings Banh,^ which appears to have been more advantageous to the 
public than to its projectors and managers, and it was finally closed in 
1848. 
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Id 1852, a branoh of the Comnverciai Bank was opened ia Feterbo- 
roagh. For eight years, WiUiam Gkztou, Esq., was its agent, and in its 
management, dtsplajed his lumal excellent business eapaeity ; and on his 
retirement, owing to the pressure of a large and increasing business, had 
the satisfaction of handing over its affairs to his successor without a single 
dollar of a bad debt. The subsequent managers were, J. H. Roper, Jr., 
and W. F. Harper, Esquires ; the latter gentleman having occupied that 
position during the last two years. The present Commercial Baiik build- 
ing, (<m the north-east corner of Water and H«&(ier streets) was erected 
duruig 1863-4. 

The Bank of Toronto opened a branch here in 1856. James Hall, 
Esq,, now Sheriff, was agent during the first year and a half, and was suc- 
ceeded by Alexander Munroe, Esq. During the past six years, its busi- 
ness has been successfally conducted by Alexander Smith, Esq., its present 
popular and obliging manager. 

During the present year, (1866) a branch of theBoyal Canadian Bank, 
William Ogilvie, Esquire, Agent, and also a branch of the Ontario Bank, 
with a Savings Bank department, under the management of D. S. Eastwood, 
Esquire, were opened in Peterborough. So that, so far as the number of 
banking institutions are concerned, our business men have no lack of ample 
facilities for the transaction of business. 

As to the capital, position, resources or dividends of these institutions, 
it would be out of place here to enter on any exposition ; as ample infor- 
mation on these points is contained in the general bank statements pub- 
lished at frequent intervals. 

(2.) THJB 0HU&GHE8 OF PBTEBBWOUQU. 

Fr(»n the first settlement of the town, clergymen of the Epia6o|Mkl and 
Roman OiiilK>lie ehurehes were present, either as permanent residents or 
frequent visitors, to attend to the spiritaid wants of their rtsfe^hrQ flocks. 
Ere hmg, the missionafries and then the mimstere of other deaomiMitions 
oeoupM the field ; the entire county forming in those days a single ptatifik 
or cirettit, whioh htd to be laboriously traT<^rMd, aiid Mmees h^d In such 
of the h^ger buildii^, in bams, or in the open air, as ciTcumsteoees JAsti- 
fied. For uuMiy years the ministratioiis of tbe PetevberoBgh ehrgjrvien 
continued thus to extend over the acyoinif^ lewnsbips, bat the knpteve- 
ment of roads and the erection of churches, and the establishmetti of other 
missions, in time rendered these duties less arduous. 

15* 
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For some years the cliurcb aocommodatiou ia iowo was little better than 
ip the country distriots, and the services of the various denominations 
were held in houses and vaoant buildings as opportunity favoured. 

Notwithstanding numerous enquiries, the facts wc have been able to 
gather in reference to the progress of the several churches, are but few, 
and for convenience will be mentioned separately. We begin witb 

The Church of England, — The Kcv. Samuel. Armour w«fl the first 
cle^man of thi^ church in Peterborough ; and the log school house, more 
than once referred to, sufficed for many years in which to oo&duct its 
services. As early as 1831, tenders were advertised in the Gobourg Star 
for the erection of the present edifice, known as St. John's Church ; but 
not until 1834-5 was that building completed and ready for occupation. 
The contract was awarded to the late Joseph Scobell, Esq., who undertook 
its completion for £1300, but alterations, or extra work, increased this 
to £1500, and sundry expenses, including interest on money borrowed for 
its completion, made the total cost £2150. 

This was one of the 57 rectories created under the administration of 
Sir John Golbome. It comprised four acres of ground, consisting of lots 
nos. 1 to 4 north of Hunter and east of Water streets, and lots nos. 1 to 
4 south of Brock and east of Water streets, and was formally granted for 
this purpose on the 5th day of November, 1835.* The eastern portion 

of this ground, fronting on street, and the western side along 

Water street, have both been used for building purposes, under lease for a 
term of years, to be either renewed on expiry, or the holder compensated for 
improvements made during his term of occupation. Under this arrange- 
ment the revenues of the Rectory have been materially increased, without 
marring the prospect, or overcrowding the edifice, as seen from the adjoin- 
ing thoroughfares. Other grants were about the same time made to this 
church, fte principal of which consisted of two glebe lots in the township 
of Snitii, aed Park lots nos. 16 and 17, of 10 acres each, adjoining the 
Iowa, besides an aere of land on the western side of the squaie, known as 
the old buryiiig ground, whieh has been leased or sold in building lots. 

At the time of the erection of this building, a large dock was placed 
in tiie tower, at a cost of about $400, but this, for some jears, has been 
n^leoted, dhiefiy owing to the trouble and expense attending its regulation 
and supervision. 

* Appendix Jotunab of th% Houm. SeMion 1837-8. F%gc 400. 
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About 13 yeai'rf ago, sundry improvements were effected in the church 
edifice, at a oobt of about $2000. A new roof was put on, and important 
alterations made in the interior, in accordance with pUns furnished by 
Kivas Tully, Esq. An organ was also procured, at a cost of about $1000. 
In 1859 a capacious Sunday school house was added in the rear, at a cost 
of $472. 

This church occupies a fine commanding site, overlooking the town, the 
river, and the adjacent village of Ashburnham j and although for many 
yoars embarrassed by debt, is now in a most excellent condition financially, 
on which the Rector and congregation may well be congratulated. 

The following are the names of the clergymen who have been successively 
Incumbents or Rectors of Peterborough : — Rev. Samuel Armour, Rev. 
Richard D'Olier, Rev. Charles Wade, M. A., Rev. Robert J. C. Taylor, 
Rev. Mark Bumham, and the Rev. John Walton^Romain Beck, who is 
the present Rector. 

The Roman Catholic Church, — The first services of this church in 
Peterborough were celebrated by the Rev. James Crowley, in one of the 
log buildings, erected for the purposes of the immigration. On the first 
settlement of the town, the block of ground on which the American Hotel 
now stands, bounded by George, Chambers, Brock and Hunter streets, was 
granted to this body for church purposes ; and in later years a small frame 
church was erected on it. About the year 1835-6, this was burned down ; 
and soon after, the ground in question was disposed of, and the erection of 
the present church commenced. The public grants to this church consist- 
ed of the ground just mentioned, described as lots 1 and 2 south of Brock 
and west of George streets, lot No. 14, new survey, fronting on Hunter 
street, (the site of the present church) and Park lot No. 6 in the township 
of North Monaghan. These grants were dated February 18th, 1834,* 

The present stone edifice' was erected in 1837-8, and when completed, 
was dedicated to St. Peter in-chains. This was done daring the pastorate 
of the Rev. John Butler, who after nineteen years residence in Peterbo- 
rough, died on the 25th of June, 1853, in hia 7l8t year. A neat tablet 
to his memory is erected in this church, which he founded, and which is 
stated to be, ^^a last monument to his piety and leal." Another tablet, 
sunilarly placed, tells of the decease of the Rev. Daniel Farrelly, on the Ist 
day of June, 1858, in the 44th year of his age, af^r a pastorate in Peter- 
borough of 1 year and 10 months, and in Kemptville of 13 years. 

* Appendix to Journals of the House, Session 1837-8. Page 400. 
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This chureh, though not finely finished, and but plainly decorated, has 
been for some years free f^om financial eitibarrassment. Nine years ago^ 
a fine toned and power^l orgati vms purchased at a cost of $1600, and has 
been since in use, 

The following is a list of the Priests who have successively ministered 
to the spiritual wants of this congregation : — Rev, James Crowley, Rev. 
Father O'Herne, Rev. John Butler, Rev John Farrall, (now Bishop of 
Hamilton, C.W.) Rev. Daniel Farrelly, Rev. M. Mackie, and the Rev. 
Oliver Kelly, the present pastor, and Dean of the Diocese. 

7%e Church of Scotland, — On the 30th of May, 1835, a grant was 
made to this church, of lot F, fronting on Brock street, and lots 12 and 
13 north of Brock street. The first of these is the site of the present St. 
Andrew's church, erected in the year 1836. The other lots are leased 
for building purposes, in the usual manner with property so held. 

The Rev. J. M. Roger, was the first minister of this body ; and was 
located here as early as 1833. He remained attached to this congregatioii 
until the separation which took place, owing to the Free Church move- 
ment^ to which he adhered. The church property remained with 
the older body, and soon after, the Rev. James S. Douglas became its 
minister, and so continued until 1864. During the two years which 
followed, the congregation was supplied by missionaries ; and on the 20th 
day of November, 1866, the Rev. D. J. Macdonnell, B. D., waa formally 
inducted to this charge. 

A neat Sabbath School building was erected adjacent to the chitr(&, 
in 1864 ; and, fiaanciaUy, the afairs of this chureh are in a& esfiellent 
condition. 

The Free Church. — On the withdrawal of the Free Church from the 
Churdb of Scotland, which took place in Canada in 1844, but in Peter- 
borough not until 1857, the congregation wa« for some years without 
a suitable place of w<Hr8hip. The town hall, and subsequently the 
Weateyan Methodist Sabbath School room, were used for this purpose. 
But at length, in 1857, the foundation of their fine brick church, adjao^t 
to the Court Hous^ square, was laid, and completed in 1859. This edifiee 
is 50 by 90 feet in sise, and was erected at a oost of $20,000 ; of which 
a debt of $7,200 still remains. It is at once creditable to the oon^-oga^ 
tion, and an ornament to the town. The Rev. J. M. Rogers is fftiU its 
minister. 
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The Wedeyan Methodist Church. — The first Wesleyan Methodist 
Ghurcli ia Peterboroagh was a small frame building, subsequently con- 
verted into a parsonage, and now used in that capacity. It was erected 
in 1834, on ground granted by the Executiye Council for that purpose, 
and described as lots 1 and 2 north of McBonell and west of Qeorge 
str^t. The grant bears date, November 27th, 1834 * 

The first large church of this body was erected in 1844, of a size 60 
feet by 40 leet, and this, in 1854 was ^larged by an addition of 30 feet 
to the lo^h, which completed the present slaructuve. In 1864 a fine new 
organ #as added. It is noticeable that the successive steps of marked 
progress by this body have been made at regular intervals of tea years, as 
shewn by the foregoing dates. Possibly the close of the present decennial 
period will be marked by the erection of an entirely new church edifice. 
We had hoped to have added the names of the several ministers stationed 
here, in connection with this church ; but the frequent changes resulting 
from the itinerant system have Tendered these very numerous, and it is 
difficult or impossible from the data at hand, to re-produce them with 
accuracy. 

The Baptist Church. — The Baptist Chiureh in Peterborough was erect- 
ed on Ayhner street, in the year 1845, at a cost of about $1400. Owing 
to a divergence of opinion which V^ok place in ^e congregation a &w years 
ago, a second but smaller church was erected in the North Ward. But 
unity was happily restored, and this second structure has become useful to 
the town for the purposes of a primary school. The Rev. John Gilmour 
has been continuously pastor of this congregation, and is also Agent for 
the New England Company, in providing for the spiritual wants of the 
Rice Lake and Chemong Lake Indians, to which reference will hereafter 
be made. 

The Bible Christian Church. — This body acquired the ground it now 
occupies by purchase. As early as 1832-3, a society was formed in Peter- 
borough, to which the Bev. Mr. Enon was one of the first missionaries. 
The first small church, in subsequent years, was converted into a minister's 
residence, and was superseded by the present church building, erected in 
1853. The ministers of this bo3y have been numerous ; the Rev. David 
Caution at present occupying that position. 

The British Methodists had at one time a numerous society here, and 
erected a church, on the rising ground a little west of the Otonabee bridge. 

• Appendix to Journals, 1837-8. Fage 400. 
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On their union with the Wealeyan ^lethodists, their church building was 
no longer ft neceflrity, and was safaeequently used for echool purposes, and 
is now the property of Robert Morrow, Esq. 

The foregoing comprise all the churches at present existing in Peterbo- 
rough. It would perhaps be interesting to trace the gradual progress in 
numbers of each from their first organization here. But in the earlier 
years of their history in Peterborough, the entire eounty was embraced 
in their yearly returns, and even now, a large portion of the members and 
support of each is drawn from the adjacent townships. We must there- 
fore content ourselves and the reader, with such facts as appear f^m the 
census of the last two periods, and in doing so will append the religious 
census of Ai&bumham for the last of these, as the only one for which its 
statistics have been officially taken as a distinct municipality. 



Peterborough. 

do 
Ashbumham. . 



Year. 









If 






1852 


540 


565 


490 


1861 


757 


1226 


830 


1861 


281 


323 


113 



4 
14 
24 






22 

95 
5 







, 




s 
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^ -3 


-2 
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Year. 


i| 


Churc 
of 
Scotlai 


1 


St3 



o S 



Peterborough. 

do 
Ashbumham. . 



1862 


414 


44 


79 1 




1861 


546 


218 


117 


12 


1861 


97 


132 


1 


16 



33 
26 

1 



(3.) THE SCHOOLS OF PETERBOBOUOH. 

The Union School, — The first school house, erected in Peterborough, 
in the years 1826-7, has already been more than once referred to. It was 
a log building, with shingled roof, of very plain and unimposing aspect, 
and stood on the ground now occupied by the shed, in the play-ground in 
the rear of the present Union School building. It has also been stated 
that the Rev. Samuel Armour, first Episcopal clergyman in Peterborough, 
conducted this school, in which the higher as well as the rudimentary 
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baranch^ of eduefttioii^ were for a iittM tao^t. Am the town prf3^«i8aji, 
other schools, speckJlj devoted to the beattohes ttSBattj tao^t in common 
sehooLs, were organized, anfd then tiua building was |if|^opriated solely to 
the purposes of a grammar sohooi ; and almost from its commencement, a 
grant of moDey from tke puUic fimda waa made annnaUj to asnst in its 
support. 

The writer has been able to ascertain rery Ktile m reletence to the 
character of the eommen soIhmAI; or evim the amen of their tenchets, 
down to the year 1852, at the oommenoement 6f whki^ these weie all 
united under a oofmrnon school board of imsloei^ ted the vataiU -chuvdi, 
bmlt and formerly occupied by the Brijtiah Methodist seeiety, was leased 
and used for general common school purposes. 

Towards the close of the year 1853, the old grammar school building 
wffi» found to haye become so dila^dated, tiirougb time and u^age, that it 
was untenable for winter use ; and the board oi grammar sohooi trustees 
appHed for amalgamation with the already united eommon schools; a pro- 
posal which was finally accepted, and entered upon, in February, 1854. 
John Langton, Esq., was then appointed Chairman, Dr. Hay, Secretary, 
and William Cluxton Esq. Treasurer of the Joint Boardl 

From this period until 1860, the united Grammar and Common School 
was carried on in the yacant church akeady mentioned. Early in 1857, 
in ooneequenoe of that building being found ina^ffioient to flc<K>nimodate 
the greatly increased numb^rB then attending school, — ^in the instruction of 
which, a Head Master, two other male and three female teachers, were 
constantly employed, arrangementa were commenced for the erection of 
the noble building which is now not only an ornament to the town, but is 
amply sufficient and well adapted to the purposes for which it was 
intended. 

Some discussion and deliberation arose as to the' proper site for such an 
edifice ; and three locations were aeverally {wojiosed. Ist^ a portion of the 
old burying ground, fronting ufon Georgp street; 2nd, the vacant ground 
frcmtingon Water street, and known as the Court House Park, and 3rd, 
the present site. 

Preference was given by the majority of the Board to the seeiuid of 

these; and, strange to say, the consent of the Town and County Councils 

was readily procured forappvopriatiog three acres of the beautiful Court 

House green to that purpose;— a design which if carried out would haye 

16 
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depriyed the citizens of Uiat fine enclosure, left our county bnildinge in 
tHe back ground, and destroyed much of the effect of- their position on 
that commandbg eminence. Fortunately neither of these bodies had the 
disposal of this ground ; and it was, ere long, ascertained that a special 
Act of Parliament would be necessary to divert the property in question 
from the purposes for which it was originally designed. Petitions were, 
however, drawn up for signature, and a deputation sent to Toronto, then 
the Seat of Govemment, to secure the accomplishment of the object 
sought. An infiuential minority of the Board, however, opposed what 
would now be r^arded as aa act of spoliation ; and the consent of the Gov- 
ernment was consequently withheld. 

The beauties and advantages of the present site appear to have then 
become fully appreciated ; and measures were at once taken to proceed with 
the erection of the building. Mr. Sheard, Architect, of Toronto, furnished 
the plans, &c. ; Messrs. Mitchell, Graham and McDonald were awarded the 
contracts, and the work was vigorously pushed forward, during the Autumn 
of 185T, and the two following years. 

The new Union School building was completed, and possession assumed 
by the Board, at the openbg of the school in January, 1860. The fol- 
lowing are the names of the gentlemen composing the Building Committee, 
who were then relieved from their arduous and responsible duties : — James 
Hall, Esq., Chwrman, W. S. Conger, William Cluxton, Thomas Forlye, 
James Stevenson, Frederick Ferguson, Esquires, and the Rev. Mark 
Bumham. 

In order to provide funds for building purposes, two town lots, originally 
set apart for school purposes, were offered for sale. These were, lot no. 
ten, north of King street, and lot no. five, south of London and west of 
George streets. The former was bought by Mr. John Delaney for £201, 
and the latter, although nominally sold, never passed from under the con- 
trol of the Board. The building fund was also largely assisted by the 
donation, on the part of the Town Council, of the entire Clergy Reserve 
money appropriated to the town for 1856, amounting to £981 8s. 3d., 
which was placed in the Commercial Bank Agency to the credit of the 
Board. 

The original estimate as to the cost of the new school building was 
$16,000, and the actual outlay for its completion and furnishing, amount- 
ed to $16,258. So trifling an excess over the estimated sum, was a matter 
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for congratulation alike bj the Board and the public. To enable the town 
to meet this large sum, debentures to the amount of $14,000, were issued, 
bearing interest at six per cent, per annum. These debentures were pay- 
able in the following order ; — ^ 

In 1869 I 400 

1860 600 

1861 800 

1862 1000 

1863 1200 

1864 1600 

1865 1800 

1866.... 2000 

1867..^. 2200 

1868 , 2400 



$14000 
The Roman Catholic Separate School had now been for several years in 
existence 3 the supporters of which wiere exempt from taxation for Union 
School purposes. The other ratepayers of the town were taxed fnr the interest 
and sinking fund of the debentures during the years 1859 and 1860. On 
the passing of the Act for the consolidation of the debt of the town, 
assented to in May, 1861, these debentures were made changeable against 
the property of the whole town, including the supporters of the Separate 
School ; but provision was made that the proportion of interest and sbking 
fund levied upon the said supporters, should be reminded to them on or 
before the 31st day of December in each year** 

The first two debentures were paid out of the revenues of the town, as 
they matured, but those for the subsequent years, up to the present time, 
have been paid out of funds realized from the sale of new debentures. 
These sold on an average at fifteen per cent, discount, or in other words, a 
$400 debenture would realize only $340 in cash. 

The position of the debenture account would consequently stand as 
follows : — 

Total debentures issued ; $14,000 

First two paid in cash in 1859 and 1860, (less) 1,000 

Total outstanding debentures in 1861 $13,000 

----- - ■ ■ --.. , ■■ ..^ - ■^. 

* Sututes of Canada, Chapter ffl, Saetum t. 

16* 
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1861... 


Dthen^ieres tince Paid, 

School Amt. of new debentures 
Debenture. required to pay it. 
$800.... « 941 17 


Addition 
to debt. 
....$141 17 


18C8... 


1000..,. 


1176 47 


... 176 -47 


1868... 
1864... 

18M... 


1200.... 

...... 1600.... 

1800..-. 

2000..-. 


............ 1411 77 

1822 35. 

2117 .64 

2353 00 


... 211 77 
... 282 35 
... 317 64 
... 368 00 



$8400 «9822 40 $1482 40 

From die for^geiDg, two faets are to 4>e dedueed of interest to the rate- 
payers of tbe town of Peterborough, — -Ist, That the debt contracted on 
account of Union School debentures is ooBstantlj and rapidly increasing ; 
since to pay the $8400 of debentures falling due since 1861, a new debt of 
$9822.40 has been contracted, entailbg an addition of $1482.40 to the 
original debt of $13,000 of school debentures outstanding in 1861; making 
the total amount of I9ic debentures, at the dose of 1866, $14,482.40. 
The second fact of impottanoe, is that, as ah increasing debt ^tails the 
paym^t of a proportionately larger sum fof interest, the proportion of ^c 
latter actually paid annuidly by the supporters of the R. C. Sepaxvte 
School is also increasing, and hence the demand idiich has recently been 
pressed for a larger instidment as an equivalent in return. It may foe 
added, that it is the payment ^f these tatter debentures^ by the issue of 
new ones, inlstead <Jf iu cash^ or byflie proceeds of a sinking fund, as the 
Act no doubt intended, which has given lide to the result now &ewn. 

The apparent abstruseness of this subject, and its practical bearing upon 
the present affairs of the town, mu^t suffice as an excuse for referring to it 
here at such length. 

In regard to the attendax^e of^puBiJb at tibje Peterboijough Union Gram- 
mar and Common School, the following statistics -of two successive periods 
are here presented : — 

Gr^ouaar School,-— In 1856, the total number fifpt^te in iAe Grammar 
School d^^partment was SI,: of HMsst thare w^ .i^H%i?g ArMjhiaeiai^ 80, 
Algebra ^ Euclid 8, Trigonometry 2, Mensuration 2, Geography 87, 
Histoiy 80, Ancient G;eogi:apbyM>» Modtnt do. SV^lliatory of Rome 87 
History of Great Britain 87, Physical ScicoiQ* 87, Natural Philoscjihy 32, 
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Nataral Hifltory 87, Writing a7, Book-keepiDg 7, Drawing 31, and Vocal 
Mttsie 36. 

For 1864, — (the last report yet received) we find, the number of pupils 
in Bn^tiA bnaiQhe8 41, Latin 41, Greek 6, Frendi 15, Algebra 35» Euclid 
35, Qeogmf^y 41, History 41, Physical Science 13, Natural Philosophy 
13, Writing 41, Drawing 15,^Element6 of Political Economy 19. 

Common School, — The total number of pupils returned, as attending 
the Common School department in 1856, was 493. Of these 281 were 
boys and' 217 girls ; 31 are indigent pupils. The total numbw ii;i Arith- 
metic was 323, Grammar 298, Geography 362, History 177, Wjking 376, 
Book-keeping 4, Mensuration 6, Algebra 2, Geometry 3, Natval Philoso- 
phy 12, Vocal Music 103, other studies 130. 

For 1.864, we find, the total attendance of Common School childjcen to 
be 1052 ; of the^e 551 ore boys and 501 girls, indigent puj^ls 104. 
Average attendance of pupils 459. The following mre the numbers en- 
gaged in the several branches of study : — ^Arithmetic 893, Grammar 702, 
General Geography 707, Canadian Geography 248, History 459, Writing 
877, Book-keefing 28, Mensuration 2, Algebra 46, Geometry 43, Natural 
PfiSosoplrjr 95, Linear Drawing 21, Needleworlc 30. 

To furnish the names of all the teachers employed in Uiis sohool, even 
since the union, would require an amount of labor, diq)roportionate to Hk^ 
interest likely to be taken in the result ; but we append a list of the 
several Principab, since the first orgsniiation of the Peterborough Grammar 
School. 

Prindpali prior to the Union of 1864. — Rev. Samuel Armour, In- 
cumbent; Rev. Moses Williamson, Presbyterian minister; Rev. R. J. C. 
Taylor, Rector; Bolton W. O'GtAdy, Esq., A. B., T. C. D. 

Principals since 1^854. — John Gordon, J. W. Kerr, Stewart Foster, 
Esquires, Rev. John McClure, James M. Dunn, Esq., and John King, 
E8q.,iB..A., T.C.D. 

The feyewtqg gen t lemen have been sevendiy Loeal Supermtendents of 
Schools in Petorixnough :•— Rev. E. Roberts, James Edwards, Esq., 
Rev. J. S. Douglas, D. W. JOvEaUe, Ivsn O'Beime and James Stratton, 
Esquires ; the last named gentlema^ now bcoupyisg thai position. 
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Roman Catholic Separate School, — This school was first organized ia 
Peterborough in the year 1851. For three years, rooms were rented in a 
building on the corner of Aylmcr and Simcoe streets for its accommoda- 
tion. In 1854, a frame school house, in two departments, was erected on 
the lot directly in front of the Catholic church. In the autumn of the 
year 1864, this building was destroyed by fire, together with a valuable 
library, the property of the St. Patrick's society of Peterboro'. Durmg 
1865, the present fine brick building of two and a half stories was 
completed, and to a considerable extent, paid for, by the voluntary contri- 
butions of the congregation of St. Peter's church. Early in January 1866, 
the school was transferred to this building, from the old Union School 
premises, which had been in the meantime leased and occupied for Separate 
School purposes. 

From two to four teachers have been employed in this school. The 
number of pupils on the register for 1865 was 265. Religious instruction 
is combined with secular, — the male and female pupils being classified in 
separate departments. 

The follovring is a list of the teachers who have been employed in this 
school : — Males — Messrs. Bernard Boyd, Daniel Sullivan, John Gurtin, 
John Keating, Francis O'Hara, David Roche, Michael Healy, William 
Keating and Patrick Smyth. Female9--M.is8 Mary C. Meany, Miss 
Bridget Hogan and Miss Mary Ann O'Callaghan. 



CHAPTER XX. 

SUMMARY OF 
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL ELECTIONS. 



Date. 



Novem. 1833. 
1856. 

Septem. 1861. 
« 1864. 



Candidates. 



Thomas Alex. Stewart.. 

( Thomas Short ) 

I Edmund Mumey . . j 

( Hon. BiUa Flint... \ 

I " Sidney Smith) 

" Billa Flint 



Elected. 



Appointed byCrown 
Edmund Mumey. 

Hon. Sidney Smith. 
" Billa Flint.. 



Majority. 



238 

180 
Adolamation 
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SUMMARY OF 
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY ELECTIONS. 



Date. 



1834. 

1836. 

1841. 

1844. 

Decern. .1847. 

« 1851, 
July, ...1854. 
January 1856 < 

Decern. .1857. 

July,... 1861, 
June,... 1863. 
Septem. 1864. 



Candidates. 



Col. Alex. McDoneU^ 
Dr. John OUobriBt, 
James G. Bethune, 
^W. S. Conger, 

f Henry Ruttan, ^ 
I CoLAlez. McDoneU I 
1 Geo. M. Boswell, | 
(^ Dr. John Gilchrist, J 

( Frederick Ferguson ") 
} Col. Alex. McDonell [ 
(Dr. John Gilchrist. ) 

( George B. Hall, \ 
I CM. Baldwin, j 

(James Hall, ) 

^ Richard Birdsall, [ 
( John Langton. J 

{James Hall, 1 

John Langton. ) 

John Langton 

( W. S. Conger, ) 

( Frederick Ferguson j 

( Thomas Short, ) 
I W. S. Conger, | 

( W. S. Conger, ) 
I Col. F.W. Haultain J 

W.S. Conger 

( Col. Haultain, | 
\ Charles Perry. J 



Elected. 



Col. Alex. McDonell 



Col, Alex. McDonell 



Dr. John Gilchirst. 



George 6. Hall.. 



James Hall. 



John Langton.. 

do 
W.S. Conger.. 

Thomas Short.. 



Col. Haultain. 
W. S. Conger. 
Col. Haultain. 



Majority. 



81 

70 

Acclamation 

298 

315 

30 

Acclamation 
106 
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WAKDSNS FOR TH9 €KHI9IT¥ OF nTBRBOROIT0H. 



1842 
to end of 
1846 
1847, 
1848, 
1849, 
1850, 
1851, 
1852 
to end of 
1858, 



^ Oeorge Arundel Hill, 

John L«agtoft. 

do 

do 

do 
Thomas Short. 

' William Gottingham. 



td6«, W. a Orager. 

1860, WiUi«m Lang. 

1861, M. 6. Bean. 

1862, do 

1863, Peter Pearoe. 

1864, do 

I865j Hobett ]>. RdgN«. 
1866, Stans Ingnuea. 






MAYORS, REEVES, &C., OF MtEBaMBOtlaH. 



Year 


Hayors. 


Beeves. 


Beputy Reeves. 


1860 


'Thomas Benson, 


Thomas Benson, 


« _^ 


1851 


Charles Hudson, 


Robert Thompson, 


— 


1852 


James Hall, 


WiBiam Cluxton, 


— 


1853 


Charles Perry, 


Fred'k Ferguson, 


— 


1854 


Jas. Stevenson, 


W. S. Conger, 


— 


1855 


James Hall, 


Fred'k Ferguson, 


William Eastland, 


1856 


W. S. Conger, 


James Hall, 


James Stevetison, 


1857 


Jas. Stevenson, 


W. 8. Conger, 


Robert Nioholls, 


1858 


do 


W. A. S66tt, 


Baniel Hopkins, 
Thomtia White, Jr. 


1859 


do 


W. S* Conger, 


1860 


A. Sawers, 


"N 


— 


1861 


Charles Perry, 


Town 


■""" 


1862 


do 




-"" 


1863 


do 


I separated from 


— 


1864 
1866 


do 
W. A. Scott, 


the County. 


— 


1866 


W. H. Scott. 


^ 





-i 



Town CTerfaf.— The Moiring gentlemen tatve bem sacoesfflVely Town 
Clerks:— W. H. Vizard, W. H. Wrighton, Thomas WHte, Jr., Ivan 
O'Beime, and James Edwards, Eaiuires,— the last named gentleman 
having occupied that position for the last ten years. 

Toion Treasurers.--Rohett Nicholk, William Hall, William Clnxton, 
and James Edwards, Esquire8,-the last two gentlemen having discharged 
the important duties of that positionlfor five and nine years respectively. 
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JUSTICES of "ifta Pi'ki^ fbM l»ttlftBOROUOH. 



B. Y. McKj«S,* 
John DarcuSy 
Josias Bray,* 
Dr. F. Connin,* 
Dr. Johfi HuieinesoD,* 
Robert P. Madfe * 
John Langton, 
A. S. Fraser * 
G. B. HaU,* 
D. MoFarlane,* 
Daniel Griffith, 
G. F. Orde, 
Robert Dennistoun, 



J^hii Ktwftfedy, 
J. T. BcM^om, 
Titofaaft Wkite, Sr. 
Jbh& B^^rt, 
Miobld Hogan, 
I'red'k Fetguid^ 
Thomas Harper,* 
Geo. G. Boswell,* 
Charles Rubidge, 
James Harvey, 
James Hall, 
Robert Ridley,* 
Thomas Chambers, 



PatHok RydB, 
Olf4ri« Perty, 
James Edwards, 
W. A. {S^tt, 
Fhtneis H. Annstrofig,* 
Robert Nkbolb, 
WiUis«i Cluxt(m, 
William EastUnd, 
Daniel Hopkins, 
Jas. Stevenson, 
William Coulter, 
Robert M. Boucher. 



*Tho8e thus marked are deceased. 

Coroners. — Dr. John MoNabb, A. McPhail, Thomas Bird, James 
Foley, William C. NichoUs, George Reid, Dr. M. Lavell, Dr. Amos 
McCrea, Dr. Thomas W. Poole, Dr. John McKeown, Dr. A. Haryey, 
and J. R. Benson Esq. 

Assessors, — The following gentlemen have been Assessors of the town, 
in some cases for sundry years : — Messrs. James Edwards, T. F. Albro, 
John Kennedy, D. Taylor^ Robert Rowe^ T, Henthom, William Eastland, 
Thomas White, Jr., W. A. Scott, Thomas Hutcheson, and T. Hazlitt. 

Collectors, — All of the gentlemen named as follows have been for more 
than one year collectors of rates for the town :-»Messrs, Daniel Hopkins, 
William Gumming, J. A. Hartley and David Carlyle, 

Auditors. — The accounts of the town have been audited at one time or 
another by each of the following gentlemen : — Messrs. William Cluzton, 
William Curry, WiUiam Eastland, Robert Reid, James Ferguson, William 
Coulter, James Edwards, George Goupar, Charles Cameron, R. F. Kirk- 
patrick and E. Pearse. 

County Auditors, — Robert Reid, James Hall, James Foley,. George 
Hughes, James Anderson, J. J. Hall and Dr. Thomas W. Poole. 

JUSTICES OF THE PEACE, ASHBURNHAM. 

Robert D. Rogers, H, Bennett, . Robinson Moore, 

17 
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BEEYEB OF A8HBUBNHAM. 

1859, Robert D. Rogers, 1863, Robert D. Rogers, 

1860, Francis Armstrong, 1864, Robert D. R(^rs, 

1861, Robert D. Rogers, 1865, Robert D. Rogers, 

1862, Francis Armstrong, ]866> A. C. Dunlop. 

Local Superintendents of Schools, Ashbumham, — The Rer, J. S. 
Douglas for five years, from 1858 to the close of 1864, and the Rer. J. 
W. R. Beok, for 1866 and 1866, 
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THE TOWNSHIPS 

OP THE 

COUNTY OF PETERBOROUGH. 



CHAPTER XXI. 



THU TOWNSHIP OP SMITH. 

The survey of the township of Smith was just c<Huplete4 in 1818; when 
a number of colonists who had sailed that year from Cumberlaifd, in Eng- 
land, found their way to that township for the purpose of forming a set> 
tlement Th^e was as yet no semblanoe of a i:oad through the almost un- 
broken forest from Fort HojfB, and tl^ey acttordi^^ly chose the route by 
way of Bice Lake. ftnd. flie Qtonabee river. On arriving at Smith, l^e 
first thing done was to erect a temporary log house on the first lot west 
of the communication road, which is a small triangular piece of ground, 
just outcdde of the present limits of the Town of Peterborough. Here 
they lived in common, until by mutual assistance, small houses, or shanties, 
were erected on their several lots, to which they then removed. 

The names of those first settlers who comprised this group, were William 
Dixon and his family of five sons, Joseph Lee and his sons John and 
Geoi^ ; Robert Millbum, Robert Walton, John Walton, (not the late 
Reeve and no relative) Walton Wilson, Thomas W. Millbum, John Smith 
and his son Joseph Smith. These were commonly spoken of collectively, 
as ^' the colony" settlers, to distii^ish them from others of an early 
period. 

The following were also among 0ie early pbneers, having settled in the 
township during the same season, (1818) and but a little while later than 
those already named : — John Harvey, Ralph Bickerton, Alexander Mor- 
rison, Jacob Bromwell, Robert Nicholson, James Mann and his son James, 

17* 
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Tho8. Lockhart, and John Yates. Among those from one to three years 
later, were Walter M cKibbon, Samuel McKibbon, William Tully, Thomas 
Robinson, Isaac Nighplsgn, Silas Pe{u:^i|. Jo£|^]} TSfalton and sons, the 
eldest of which was th^ lite Keete of Siiiith ; Matihcrw and Richard Bell, 
John Edmison, Ephraim Jackson ax^d sons, and Thomas Millburn. 

These names constitute the roll of honor among the early settlers of 
Smith, — ^men who by their courage in penetrating the forest, and their 
example. iDLeoduriiig.am} <flnjdlf oveicotningJi^ diftcultjoa 9nd hardships, 
laid the foundation of a fine settlement, in conneetion with which it is but 
fitting that their names should be remembered, as those of practical 
patriots, whose deeds remain, and the firuit of whose earnestness and 
industry it is to be hoped their children will long enjoy. 

The first requisite to pro9ure land m tboi^ days was to take the oath of 
allegiance, on which a certificate was issued as evidence of the fact. A 
location ticket for the lot sought was then granted, for which a small fee 
was charged. Owing to the wild and unsettled state of the township when 
the first of thes^ were issued, "the colony," or first settlers, were not re- 
quired to make any other payment then tliis mete nominal ote ; but in 
later years, a fee of $25 was charged to others on tibe issuing of their deed. 
Before a fuH title to the land was procured, an aflldavit, made by two per- 
sons, setting forth that the settlement duties were j^rfbnned, and a house 
at least 18 by 20 feet in size erected, had to be pteseiitedat the land office^ 
which for some years rendered a second Journey to Totonto a matter of 
necessity. The perft>Tmance of the settlenient dtitfes was not so rigidly 
exacted in this township as in Otonabee, in connection with which they 
will be more clearly described. 

The first settlers in Smith encountered difficulties and privations of which 
we, in after times, can have but a faint conception. Unaccustomed as 
many of them were to the new scenes in which they found; themselves 
placed ; with scant provinons, and separated by long wastes 6f wood and 
water from their fellow-kind, their situation, with their ^res and little 
ones, must have been at times appalling ; and by less iodomHable spirits, 
would have been relinquished in despair. Ldoking back upon it now, in 
the light of their present prosperity, what have they not achieved ! Such 
brave men are tlie true patriots, whose manwB'^seiore le bo knided down 
in the annidB of our kitttory to ftiture genomtiofifir. 
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Ottfiag iiifi tot few y€#rs, great 4i4cu}tie8 w^r^ ofti^o felt; in piTocuriDg 

br^H^t aU Ae. H<^ flK^ppft H^p» or OqIkku^ in Ae nmt Itbovious 
piiHi»QI^, #i}4 ill A^ U^m i^boonce. of wm ib» mpoi ondiiifury roa^; (Im 
only W^9 i^^ tfc^ ^'Um)" upop ib^ I«!^e9 tl^^gb &^ iolermiimhle 
f<2tF^, jp, wWob t% se^«4 wtoiftM. Updep *bf«e «Uio«iiMit«iiee0| k in 
not to be wondered at th«t wbo)^ ^toiliofi w^<9 «l^ &t iraoka without 
testing bread, and that tbe bcrbs and succulent roots of the xicb woods 
were often called into re<juisition to lengtbei^ out their scanty fare. 

^J^mm W^^ ^f ^ mttieps^feiifefiijurted ja iMNApii^ ft* P&ei Bope, to 
briiig i¥»> miFpl^ of piQ^4«ip^) of n^it^ ijbour Sm^m begm t^ be jor^ 
i4 ii^, Tbid ao^E|l^J w#f{ 9Ia4^ \s vi|y <>f tb^ Otoniibee liv^r jwd Jiw 
IM^f a^d w t)^ir:iM^ bf^l^ tp Ujuwreip^^^^est h^inibcJda, iMr en(w«i>ri on 
an is|aA4. m ^^ l^f^ ^be s^aeipn W4« ulrea^y adTmQed,.ai}4 a Vem 
fm^M^m «b«t wM^4f 9))iT'ifle.«#4ffK»i^tifi)9at]ii»i t^ find ih^nieisly^ 
next morning benuned in by an icy barrier which stretched aw{|y in ^ 
diat^ee, and bl^ed np tbe mpiitb of tibte rivcyB ibripngb whioh tbeir 
coursQ Uy* Xm?^nQ ^eir inipatienoe ^^ hm$ thus dob^yi^di :W«U knowing 
that during th^ir absi^QiJ^B tbeir loTed ones wfire Hying oi^ short a][lo«tran(?e, 
and their children yaiuly ptretcbing out th^ii: hands for \itT^i* On tbe 
next day the ice had become sufficiently firm to support them, and they 
proeeeded on their way over its glassy sur&ce, dragging their canoe, with 
ilieir proviriona behind ^em. This is but a sample of the difficulties of 
iriiieh those early years famish many examples. 

Not eyeii afber thei^ fi^jt mall ckArings w^. pnade, an4 the; begpu to ^ 
SQW and reap thpir ti»y biM^^wtSj waa tbftir condition greatly iiflprpved. 
How tbey waiobed tbe wh^t aa it grew^ and tasted of tbe pulpy ffm as 
it bardened and matured in the kernel ! But there waa no n^ an4 their 
utmost ingenuity could not convert it into the bread for which they longed 
with all the force of early relish. In this difemma, tbe stumps of trees, or 
some of the larger logs, weye hollowed put into pot-shaped cavities, in 
which a huge maUet was ipade to fall, to crush the grain ; the process being 
aided by the spring of a sapling bent ov«: fpr that purpose, or the unwieldy 
lever still used for raiping the bucket in farm wells. Wheat was boiled, 
rotated, and as a food for children, was even chewed by their parents, 
besides being thus pounded, in order to convert it into food. 
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The more robust and vigorous, indeed, not unfrequently shouldered a 
bag of wheat, and carried it through the woods of Monaghan, Cavan and 
Hope to Smith's creek, as% Port Hope was then oaHed, returning with it 
ground, to the great joy of the household. On sudi journeys it was usual 
to take along a supply of potatoes to be eaten on the way, a suficieney 
being ooneealed beneath some friendly root, or convenient wind-fall at about 
midway of the distance to be used on the Way home. 

A little later, an apology for a mill was erected on Galloway's Creek, in 
Cavan, and a now leading and wealthy farmer in Smith, informs us, that 
after the family were two weeks without flour, he, then a' young man, took 
the oxen and tlie slei^, and wended his wiiy through the woods to Gallo- 
way's. Winter was setting in, and he found tlie mill dlent and the water 
wheel frozen and immovable. Determined to have tlie flour, he set to 
wo^ with a will, but afber chopping away the ice, and spending nearly 
all night in clearing obstructions, a few rounds wks the utmost the 
machine oould be urged to go, and he had to trudge back weary and dis- 
appointed. 

About the year 1821, the little mill erected by Mr. Adam Scott, on the 
bank of the Otonabee, at Peterborough, and which has been already de- 
scribed, was set in motion, and imperfect though it was, it must neverthe- 
less have been a great boon to settlers so situated. 

A small gri^t mill was erected by Jacob Bromwell, one of the early set- 
tlers in Smith, whioh came into operation just befqre tbe miU erected by 
the Qovemment in 1827. Bromw^Fs mill was 9f frame structure^ cnected 
at the mouth of a small creek which enters the Otonabee river just below 
Mr. Snyder's saw mill. In point of size and usefalne^s, it was about on a 
par with Adam Scott's ; and was but a brief time in use, — the erection 
of the larger mill referred to, having superseded the necessity for both of 
these lesser structures. 

A deputation from the early settlers in Smith waited upon His Exed- 
lency. Sir Peregrine Maitland, to ezpi^s. the disadvantages under which 
they labored; but as reference has already, been made to the incidents of 
that occasion, they need not be repeated here. With the erection of the 
grist mill at Peterborough by the Government, a new era dawned upon 
the settlers in this as well as the adjacent townships, and thenceforward 
their prosperity and success were fully assured. 
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The present excellent roads in Smith were only brought to their present 
perfection after long years of succesBive improvement and the outlay of 
large sums of money. In 1831, a writer in the Cobonrg Star described 
the colamitnioation road as scarcely passable for ox teams, and filled with 
boulders, stumps and other obstructions. In 1832, £100 was granted 
by the U. C. Legislature to improve this road, and further suns in later 
years. 

Th* fiiUowiiig is an extract firom the official letums of Smitk for 1832 : 
Nnmber of perseiis assessed 116, mums cuhiyated 2181, hoiWB 23^ oxen 
160^ oiNrs 232, homed cattle 143. Total asmsed talue £S9t$. 9\itnl 
rates I«ried £K lis. Id. Total peculation: 768. 

Thferb are two official school returns for I83&, one being that taught by 
William Lalley, and the other by P. Wood ; the average attendance of 
scholars being set down as 21 and 27 for these schools respectively. 
Among the school teachers of later yeais, are the names of Daniel Dove, 
Jaaies Brennan, and Orran Movey. These occur aboiit the year 1835. 
The first sbhool house was that erected on Mr. Isaac MiUbum's lot, about 
the year 1831. 

Among the first clergjntnen who visited Smith, were the Rev. Mr. 
Thompson, Bpiscopal minister from Cavan, the Rev. WBliam Case, Rev. 
George Tar, and Rev. Henry Ryan, of the Methodist Church ; the Rev. 
Samuiel Armour, who oame in soon after the iMm%ration of 1825, and the 
Rev. J. M. Roger, who located in Peterborough in 1833, aka oft<nttod in 
this toiinabip;-^rel]gious services having in those eavly days io bo held 
i» the houses of the settlers, wherever acoonmiodation could best be 
found. 

The township of Smitih was not behind in volunteering, for the support 
of the Government in 1837, and many left their homes under a sense of 
dui^, at gieat personal inconvenience and risk to their fioniEds. Reftronoe 
has however been made to the chief ev^ts of that time in anothor diap- 
ter, ai^d what bus llwre bQe» given on thift subject mnsfc tufice. r 

The township of Smith is surrounded on three sides by water. From a 
eomparatively esrlyperiod, its western boundary, along Ohemong or Hud 
Lake, waa plaoed in eiNnmunioation by means <^ steamers with the 
back townships bordering on the great chain of inland waters in the heart 
of the County of Victoria. These steamers have been the Sturgeon, the 
Backwoodiman, the Feterborongh, the Ogemahy the Fly, the Novelty, 
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the TToodbAan and oili^n. At i^e {oriiliiipal Imdiig pkoe in Bmitb, &ow 
ike Tillage «if Bridgenortk, iriuufs were built^ sad hoftek alid «tofes i^ 
lowed* 8. S. K^j And W&lter Scott, Es^tiii^s, have t^nre a ateam aaW 
liaililelK^y aikd M. S. DeaD, Esq., a grist miUj steate saw aad sMmIe mi8, 
tkad abo a atot^ mid Poiie Office. 

Ih i8S7, the site of the URu^ of Bridgeiiorth wasf dtlll coVereJ! %y 
forest. The first house there was built by one William Valley, who kept 
ft tateyn^ iHiioh be tmiuferiad to Wt^kbi Deny. Dmid BbBAhue, 
Ralph JSdflttfoik, tod finally hm Ihmku Mdceeded to Hkm bwiiieflB. Mr. 
SMbar iwd Mr. Herrilq|toB, a ^tOdt, w«a^ the only randfeni* of Ike piaM 
in 1843. Besides the store and idilia meittiohed, it nolr boaalia vf tiktee 
hotels, numerous tradesman^ and a neat Wesleyan^ eharoh areoted wMiin 
a few years. , 

Smitii ha6 ttro 4>tlier ehurohes^ one a Bltptiat ckuroh, on tlM coiaitiittt^ 
cation toitd, btriit about tJke year 1840, of which the iteV. John GVemfnt, 
tbe Key* Bobert MeDougril, the R^. JdmEdwafds, and mow ike B«v« 
Edward B. Bobertt, have been mdeefiaiTely the pastors. Tie othdr is a 
Presbyterian church, in the northern part of the township, jlist confieted 
aad dedieated in September, 1866. Besides these, the ohuvobes in Peter- 
borough and Lalcefield have supplied the religious wants of a large piHrtion 
of the residents of Smith. 

This tow)a8hip faiia ^ iMHt of k&ag not only the earlkwt wMhi, but 
also dB6 «f A^nMt thn^fatg aad ^rdspertmii is ihe conity. In 1852, 
the nutober of ita ii«tepay<irs was m^, in 1861, 428, and k 1866 Asy iiiid 
inciMMi&d «» 621^ giTingmpopvLlatmi in all of abovt 3660 soulft, hiti^^ 
multiplied nearly three and a half times in the course of thirty yeank 

iHirittg tbe^filfy yeiHn» which have how elapsed tiace the totrttship Was 
first M^ted, many «ftfce <Mer resid^ts have pMsed ir#«y txr IIMt ^est ; 
but Hiey lived io Me 4he fittest strbdued, and brolKl' aereer of (Asattd iAd 
futiOe MA stretching atray 6ft erery ^de. 1%dr IM inde hirtiititi«ifi^ 
had, in many inatalMDa, given way to Ifltge and c(Mblbirtid»le inAiitiolis of 
brick or stone^ aad they aad their famiiiaa enjeyed tbe fnatd of theur tbils 
in oompaiative wealth and affloenee. The fiM few yaara of ImI and 
privation in a new country biK)u^t ia their tnon, first, plenty^ and tkn 
luxury. The childien of the first settlers in Smith, who wm« yovag men 
and women during some of the early years referred to, have now at Aeii 
very thresholds all the blessings and advantages of the higher walks of 
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civilization. Not only shops and stores teeming with the substantial 
necessaries, but even with the rich fabrics and choice productions of the 
world J large and elegant churches, within easy access, through the Mosaic 
windows and stained glass of which the sunlight enters ; the printing press 
and the news depots , rich with the modem literature of the old and new 
worlds ; professional skill, both medical and legal, of the highest order, 
and the most respectable attainments ; a fine Court House and a massive 
Jail, with all the paraphernalia of justice and law in their robes of office. 
Mills and manufactories of lai^ proportions, and capable of an iadefinite 
extension ; the iron rail, and the panting locomotive, with the bustling 
railway station, within easy morning walk of the inhabitants, and within 
rifle shot of the site of that first rude dwelling where the early settlers of 
1818 lived in common until their first shanties could be erected in the 
mighty forest; steamboat communication stretching far into the interior of 
a fine country, yet undeveloped, and teeming with rich forests and vast 
mineral deposits, which may yet supply the wants and the necessities of 
half the world. 

What a contrast does all this, — the reality of to-day, — present to the as- 
tonished vision of the adventiirous pioneers who fifty years ago penetrated 
this spot, then in all the wild rudeness of nature, and passed their first 
nights beneath the spreading branches of the hemlock and the pine ! 
Surely a country capable of such astonishing development has still attrac- 
tions for the immigrant from other lands, who may, now as then, in its 
newer districts, carve out for himself a home and an independence, with 
equally gratifying results. We have still in our rear, millions of acres of 
arable linds, well watered, and rich in all the wild treasures of nature, 
which need but the strong arm and the determined will, joined with pru- 
dence and foresight, to become the home of thousands, who in adding 
to the country's wealth, will be most surely enhancing their own. 

The picture here drawn is no fancy portrait : the facts recorded are 
stem realities, and what is here written of the township of Smith might 
with equal tmthfulness, be, in great part, repeated in the case of nearly 
every township in the county. 

The establishment of a cheese factory by John Walton Esq., in this 

township, in 1866, is an interesting fact, indicative of the varied resources 

of the Canadian farmer. Puring this first season, 1600 pounds of excellent 

cheese were manufactured by Mr. Walton, chiefly from his own cows. As 

18 
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the importance of this branch of trade, and its adaptation to the Canadian 
soil and climate become better understood, operations like this may be 
expected to become more frequent, and their product more eztcnsivti. Mr. 
Walton deserves credit for being the first to introduce the manufkcturing 
of cheese on so extensive a scale into this county. 

The last census (1861) shows the population of the township of Smith 
and Harvey to be made up of the following naitonalties : — Irelaad 455, 
England 354, Scotland, 158, United States 100, Upper Canada 2315, 
Lower Canada 39, other countries 5. 

The religious census for Smith and Harvey for 1861, was as fbllowfi:— 
Church of England 656, R. Catholic 492, W. Methodi«te 707, B?Hu 
Christians 178, Free Church 815, Church of Scotland 88, Baptists 376, 
other Methodists 94, other churches 20. 

The total population in 1861 of both townships was 3426, of which 
1811 were males and 1615 females. There were in 1860, 17 deaths, 114 . 
births, and 752 children attending school. 

The Wardeaship, — The township of Smith has had the honor of twice 
fiim»hing a Warden for the county, in the person c^ M. S. Dean, Esq., 
who held that important position during the years 1861 and 1862. 

We cimnot procure the names of the locid munidpal offieers e^ thus and 
the other townships, during many years, witJtout an amount of labor quite 
disproportionate to the results intended in this little puUication,- atidmu^ 
content ourselves and the reader with a list of the Beeves, Magistratea imd 
other prominent of&cials for the township, which we here subjoiti : — 

DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS. 

District CoundllorB. 

1842, Stephen NichoUs, — 

1843, William Dixon, - — 

1844, William Dixon, — 

1845, William Dixon and Thomas Bell, 

1846, Thomas Bell and John Milbum, 

1847, Thomas Bell and John Milbum, 

1848, Thomas Bell and John Milbum, 

1849, Thomas Bell and John Milbum, 



Digitized by 



Google 



X31 



County 


Councillors. 


Reeves. 


Deputy Ee«yei. 


1850, TbonaaaBell, 





1851, John MUbum, 





1852, Thomas Bell, 


— 


1853, Thomas Bell, 


— 


1854, John Walton, 





1855, John Walton, 





1856, John Walton, 





1857, John Walton, 


— 


1858, Isaac Garbutt, 


— 


1859, M. S. Dean, 


Isaac Garbutt, 


1860, M. S. Dean, 


Isaac Garbutt, 


1861, M. S. Dean, 


Isaac Garbutt, 


1862, M. 8. Dean, 


Isaac Garbutt, 


1863, John Walton, 


Isaac Gurbutt, 


1B64, John Walton, 


George Fitzgerald, 


1865, John Walton, 


Isaac Garbutt, 


1866, M. S. Dean, 


George Fitzgerald, 


JUSTICES Ql? THE PJIACB 


IN THE TOWNSHIP OJ SMITH. 


Stephen Ni<*olH 


John Milburn, 


WilUam Di3»n, 


Thomas TuUy, 


Thomas Bell, 


Jonathan Stephenpon, 


Thomas Fitzgerald, 


John Walton, 


John Harvoy, 


Isaac Garbutt, 


John Hall, 


Lewis Davie, 


William H. Moore, 


M. S. Dean, 


John Bell, 


Michael Sanderson, 


WilUam Elliott, 


S. S. Kelly, 


Emmanuel Mann, 


Andrew Tully. 



LOCAL STTPBRINTENDENTS OP SCH00L8. 

William NichoUs Esq., was appointed to this office in 1844. From that 
tim« until 1862, the duties were discharged by County Superintendents, to 
whom reference is made elsewhere in these pages. The Eev. E. Roberts 
was appointed Local Superintendent in 1852, and cootimied to hold this 
office uninterruptedly until 1866, when James Strstton Esq., was 

18* 
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appointed Local Superintendent of this and some of the adjoining 
townships. 

Township Clerks, &c. — Mr. Thomas Milburn was the first township 
clerk of Smith. Mr. Christopher Burton has now held that position for 
many years, and has also been for some years Treasurer, — offices which 
he has filled with great credit to himself and advantage to the township. 



CHAPTER XXII. 



THE TOWNSHIP OP OTONABEE. 

The township of Otonabee was surveyed in 1819, The first actual 
settler was Mr. Creorge Kent, who, with a number of immigrants, accom- 
panied the late Captain Spilsbury to the township in that year, and was 
located on his land before the township was formally thrown open to set- 
tlement. The others did not become settlers, and from some cause remain- 
ed but a short time. 

Capt. Chas. Rubidge, R. N., also visited Otonabee in 1819 ; and returned 
with his family for permanent settlement in May 1820. He was the 
first in the township to perform the settlement duties and secure a title 
to his land. 

A considerable number of settlers came in during that year, (1820). 
These, as nearly as can be ascertained, were, John Walstead, Major Design, 
Thomas Carr, John Nelson and his sons Andrew and William, John 

Mackintosh, Lindsay, Ambrose Mayett, James Beckett, Thomas 

Nelson, George Esson, with his sons Thomas, Alexander, Daniel and 
Robert j John Fife and family, among whom were six sons ; James Foley, 
(uncle of the late James Foley, of Norwood, who remained but a short time) 
John Stewart, William Sowden and Ralph Davidson. Besides these, there 
were the following single men without families: — Robert Redpath, James 
Hunter, George Banks, Nicholas Bullen, Robert Ferguson, Robert Hyatt, 
. Lieut. Jenkins, and Collier. 

For many long years before the survey or settlement of Otonabee was 
seriously contemplated, a trading post for the purchase of fur and the 
exchange of commodities with the Indians, was kept, at first, by an intel- 
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ligent Indian, named Herkimer, and affcrwards by Major diaries Ander- 
son, on tlie shore of Rice Lake ; but as their object was not that of settle- 
ment, we have not mentioned them among the roll of honored names, to 
whom posterity will point as the patriots, who "first hewed down the forest, 
and by their labor and their example, amid many dicouragements, have 
made this fine township what it now is— one of the foremost in intelligence, 
in wealth, and successful industry in western Canada. 

The location of the rude house which served for the shelter and the 
home of the lonely trader, was on a point of land just below the site of 
the present Indian village, — Hiawatha. Since the erection of the dam at 
Hastings, (formerly Crook's rapids) the point has become an island, on 
which the remains of the stone chimney and traces of the old house are 
still visible. What a lonely situation three-quarters of a century ago, yet 
not without its picturesque attractions! The sparkling lake in front, 
redolent with life amid its grassy deeps as yet scarce conscious of the hook 
or spear, — ^the moaning waves dashing upon the silent shore, beyond which 
rose the giant forest, vast, interminable. And then the drifting snows, 
like a great winding sheet, which for half the year closed up the scene ! 

What cared he — the hardy trader — for the summer glories or the win- 
ter's blasts. Secure in his cosy hut, with a blazing fire, he bade defiance 
to the storm, as he counted his furs, and shrewdly guessed the hundreds of 
per-centage to be realized from his purchases. 

But how changed the prospect now ! The towering pine and the gigan- 
tic elm, with their less imposing brethren of the forest, have in great part 
passed away, and where they stood, the snug farm house, surrounded by 
broad fields of waving grain, attract the sight. Agriculture, followed by 
the numerous appliances of civilization, stepped in to monopolize the soil ; 
and adjoining the spot where ^ once the solitary trader pursued his avo- 
cation, thousands now subsist, in comparative wealth and substantial 
plenty. 

A number of gentlemen occupying the position of half-pay officers, 
secured the greater portion of the lots along the front of the township ; 
thus obliging the other settlers, not without some reluctance, to take up 
positions further to the rear. Several of these gentlemen were not actual 
residents, but employed persons residing in the vicinity to perform the 
settlement duties for them : and many of those who actually settled on 
their land, remained but a few years, and then sought a home more conge- 
nial to their tastes elsewhere. 
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The first tUng re<|aired of the settlor in those diiys, ijras to go befone 
the land Agent, {who resided at first in Toronto, but an agency waa after- 
wards opened at Cobourg.) and take the oath of allegiance. For adminis- 
tering this oath, a fee of seven shillings and sixpence was charged ; and 
the applicant was then furnished with a location ticl^et for any unoccupied 
lot he might have selected. This ticket entitled him to a free grant of 
fifty acres on performing certain conditions known as settlement duties : 
and on satisfactory proof that these terms had been complied with, a deed 
was issued for the fifty acres, with right to purchase the other fifty, or 
any other unoccupied lands in the vicinity. The second fifty acres could 
be procured (thus securing 100 acres) on the payment of £4 ; but with a 
view of checking speculation by non-settlers, an additional 200 acres could 
only be got by paying £36. But these prices were subsequently reduced, 
and land could afterwards be. obtained at prices more consonant with the 
circumstances of the time. The rule was, that the settlement duties must 
be performed within eighteen months, or the claim was forfeited, and 
might be handed over to another. 

These setdement duties consisted in chof^ing down and clearing out 
the trees and brushwood along the concession line in front of the lot, to 
the width of two rods, and slashing down the timber four rods wide along 
side of this — ^thus making an opening through the forest six rods wide, 
along the entire length of the lot of 100 acres, which, with similar work 
on the part of the owner of the opposite lot, opened to view the whole 
breadth of the concession line. In addition to this, a clearing of two acres 
at least, must be made, and a house or shanty 18 x 20 feet in size erected 
on the land. The absentees, who hired men to perform this work, did so 
at an average expense of $25 per 100 acres, varying, of course, according 
to circumstances and the terms of the bargain made. But, as a rule, 
these requirements were only very partially fulfilled ; the sterner necessities 
of the settler occupying his time ; while the dilGlculty of access to the 
new settlements, and no doubt a desire to deal leniently with the early 
pioneers, rendered official enquiries easily satisfied, or evaded, without 
any very serious dereliction of truth. 

The only means of ingress to the township of Otonabee, in those early 
days, was by crossing Eice Lake in small boats or skifis, hired for the 
occasion, at a tariff of charges which would now be considered very high. 
For instance, a boat and a boy to convey a passenger or two from Gore's 
landing to Foley's point, could hardly be procured for less than four dol- 
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lars. In consequence of the inexperience ol* mot»t of the settlers as to the 
management of a boat in rough weather, these ^mall crafts were fre- 
quentiy upset by the swells, and the luggage with which they were usually 
loaded, as well as the lives of the passengers endangered, or lost. 

Several accidents of this kind are remembered, and also some very re- 
markable escapes. In the fall of 1820, a Mr. Houstea, an intending 
settler in Asphodel, and his three sons, with their effects, arrived at the south 
side of the lake, where tlic owner of a boat of considerable size, was de- 
manding what was regarded as an extravagant sum for ferrying them 
across. Lieut. Jenkins and a ship carpenter named Collier, who had just 
•returned from Kingston with a trim sail boat, promptly undertook the 
task, and the passengers and their goods were placed on board the little 
vessel, which was heavily laden. As they approached the first island, a 
squall arose, the vessel swamped, and the five passengers found themselves 
immersed in the water, amid floating trunks and a bundle of bedding. 
Jenkins could not swim and speedily sank; Collier was an excellent 
swimmer, but his pockets were loaded with shot. He struck out for the 
island, but becoming entangled in the rice, he too was drowned. Housten 
and his sons, with rare presence of mind, clung to their floating goods, 
which kept them afloat until the larger boat arrived from the shore, and 
they were rescued. 

John Mcintosh and his daughter Margai-et, perished, as was believed, by 
breaking through the ice, in attempting to cross. His body was found 
during the following spring in Foley's bay, and hers further down at a 
point of land since called Margaret's island. 

Other fatal aoeid^ts of a similar kind were not UBfrequaiit, so that the 
paMage of the lake oame to be regarded as dangerous. This ciieumstance, 
combined wiih the total absence of milling &eilitiQB, and ihe great exer- 
tions and expense involved in getting supplies from without, cast a gloom 
of despondency over the young settlement. Many of the younger men 
left the township, to seek occupation elsewhere, and at the end of the 
third year, the new settlement had receded rather than advanced. 

During these early years, handHsleigiis were frequently used during the 
winter months to transport proviedonfi and necessaries, from the south side 
of the lake, across the ice, and along a devious road through the almost 
untracked snow, to the hungry mouths, seven^ miles inland in the forest. 
Even after Scott's little flpdll loa ei^cteA fti '"the Plains," it was difficult 
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or impossible to reach it in the depths of winter ; while during the summer 
months, those residing in the south-eastern portion of Otonabee, found it 
to their advantage to carry their scanty store of grain several miles to 
Kice Lake, paddle it up to the mouth of the Otonabee river, and thence 
along the windings of that crooked stream till at length the longed-for 
destination was reached, (Scott's mill, at "the Plains," now Peterborough,) 
and after an indefinite delay, they returned by the same route. 

Not only were passengers and goods conveyed across the lake in small 
boats, but also young cattle ; and in one instance, as we are credibly in- 
formed, a settler conveyed down the lake, a distance of 14 miles, 4 head 
of cattle two years old, in a skiff, he paddling all the way seated in the 
stem. 

For many years the skins of the hogs, annually killed, were made into 
moccasins, with the hairy side in, as a substitute for boots, and in the 
scarcity of tea, which was then a costly luxury, wild peppermint, sweet 
balm, and other herbs were made to take its place. One of these went by 
the name of Foley's tea, and some others were believed to be an antidote 
to fever and ague, — a disease from which the early settlers suffered 
severely. 

These were the times to try men's patriotism and to test their patience ; 
but well and bravely did the men and the women too of that day endure 
their privations j and though many of them have passed away to their rest, 
those who remain, and their children's children, enjoy the fruits of their 
labors. The heart loneliness of many of these early settlers, and the long- 
ing for the familiar objects of their native land, expressed in the following 
original lines, written in Otonabee and published at a latar date, must 
then have found an echo in the bosom of many of these early settlers at 
the time of which we write. We quote the lines from the Cobourg Star, 
of December 31st, 1831, without being ible to indicate their author: — 

MY HAME. 
I canna ca' this forest, hame, 

It is nae hame to me -, 
Ilk tree is suthem to my heart, 

And unco to my e'e. 

If I cou'd see the bonny broom 

On ilka sandy know' ; 
Or the whins in a' their gowden pride, 

That on the -gr^eA hill gi*ow ; * • ^. 
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If I cou'd see the primrofie bloom, 

In Nora's hazel glen ; 
And hear the linties chirp and sing. 

Far frae the haunts o' men : 

If I cou'd see the rising sim 

Glint owre the dewy com ; 
And the timefu- laverocks in the sky 

Proclaim the coming mom : 

If I could see the daisy spread 

Its wee flowers owre the lee ; 
Or the heather scent the mountain breeze. 

And the ivy climb the tree : 

If I could see the lane kirk yard, 

Whar' frien's lye side by side : 
And think that I could lay my banes 

Beside them when I died : 

Then might I think this forest, hame, 

And in it live and dee ; 
Nor feel regret at my heart's core, 
My native land for thee. 
Otonabee, 1st December, 1831. 
A short time after Captain Kubidge had located, with his family, on 
his land in Otonabee, and early in the summer of 1820, he was visited by 
John Covert, Esq., (father of the President of the Port Hope, Lindsay 
and Beaverton Railway, and William H. Draper Esq., now Chief Justice 
of Upper Canada, but then an unfledged barrister ; both of whom intended 
to locate themselves on land in Otonabee. The former gentleman, indeed, 
had already purchased fifty acres of land from Capt. Rubidge ; but the 
prospect of the new settlement was far from encouraging, and the black 
flies at that season proved so annoying, that, after spending a night in 
Capt. R's unfinished domicile, using the loflt, partly floored with boards, 
for a sleeping apartment, they were only too willing to beat a retreat, 
without even visiting the land on which their plans had previously been 
fixed. 

It is not to be wondered at, that in the condition of the country which 

then prevailed, others of those who had chosen locations, abandoned them, 

and, possessed of means to some extent, sought elsewliere these advantages 

and facilities which time and the increase of population, aided by the 

19 
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paternal care of the Government, at length provided even here, and which 
have since placed this township on a level with those most favored in the 
Province. 

Of the entire first settlers, whose names were previously given, four, 
only, now survive ; but these continue hak and vigorous, and give promise, 
we trust, of many future years. Their names are: — Captain Charles 
Bubidge, R. N., Mrs. (Qeorge) Esson, Mr. George Howson, Mrs. (John) 
Blizard, (senior). 

Among the early settlers in Otonabee, deserving, from his talents and 
enterprise, of more than a mere passing notice, was Thomap Carr, Esq. 
This gentleman, after a residence of about ten years in the West Indies, 
became afflicted with a white swelling of the knee, which caused him to * 
return to his native land. He underwent the operation of amputating the 
diseased limb at Edinburgh, and on his recovery, made his way to Canada 
in the year 1819, and with his brother Andrew, settled in Otonabee during 
the following year. The two brothers acquired the land on which the 
village of Keene stands, Thomas owning the 100 acres on the south, and 
Andrew that on the north side of the intersecting line. Andrew was 
killed soon after by the fall of a tree while performing settlement duties on 
the land of one Jenkins ; but Thomas continued an active life for many 
years, displaying much enterprise, and investing large means in both farm 
and store. Of a cultivated and observing mind, he wrote frequent articles 
of local interest chiefly to the Cobourg Star, one of the earliest, if not the 
first, newspapers in the then Newcastle District. 

Capt« Rubidge kept the first Polst Office in Otonabee, at his residence ; 
but Mr. Carr was the first Post-master in Keene, and at one time con- 
ducted an extensive business both at Keene and Norwood. He subsequent- 
ly entered into a mercantile partnership with Thomas Short Esq , and the 
Post Office was then transferred to their joint store. After fulfilling 
various public trusts, among others representing that township in the Dis- 
trict Council, and by his example and his pen, doing much to mitigate the 
disadvantages of settlement in a new country, he at length became melan- 
choly and depressed in spirits, and although surrounded by kind and at- 
tentive friends, he seemed unable to shake off the incubus which weighed 
upon his mind. The following lines written by him in 1831, and pub- 
lished in the local papers of the district, are applicable to his own sad end 
in November, 1860, which occurred in the house of a near relative ; for he 
had never married. 
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ELEGY. 
Chi the laie lamented death of— Esq,, who fell by Jis own hand. 
Why didst thou stop the vital stream ? 

Oh I say, what pang, thy bosom tore ? 
Had life's fair prospects ceased to beam ? 
Or cherished friends didst thou deplore ? 

Did love his golden shafts employ, 

And in thy bosom leave a dart, 
To pierce thy hopes of earthly joy, 

And rankle in thy bleeding heart? 

Or did ambition iire thy breast. 
To tread th^ thorny paths to fame? — 

Alas I ambition mars our rest, 
And envy blights the fairest name. 

Thou had'st not toil'd through life so long, 
To find that all its scenes are vain ; — 

That love belies the poet's song, 
And earthly pleasures end in pain. 

Could not fair fame — connections high. 
Thy heart-corroding cares beguile ? 

Ah I what can stay the heaving sigh. 
When mental pleasures cease to smile ? 

Where art thou, now ? what scenes contain 
Thy viewless foi-m, from dust refined ? 

Does memory still her sense retain? 
What cares employ thy active mind? 

Yon beauteous orb which beams on high, 
Enow'st thou its nature and its frame? 

Its kindred spheres, that deck the sky. 
What sources feed their ceaseless flame ? 

The world, oonceaPd from mortal sight, 
Thou knowest now — ^we soon shall know ; 

What scenes adorn yon realms of light. 
Far from this earth, and earthly woe. 

A few short years shall pass away. 

And life's vain tumults all shall cease ; 
I too shall hail my latest day. 
And sleep, like thee, at last in peace. 
Otonabee, November 15, 1831. T. C. 

19* 
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Before taking leave of the early settlers, and proceeding with a brief 
summary of subsequent events, it may be well to mention, that the families 
of three of the first settlers who came from Kincardine, parish of TuUy- 
allen, Scotland, numbered on their settling in Otonabee twenty-six souls. 
Two of them, Mr. John Fife and Mr. George Esson, were among the first 
settlers, and Mr. David Henderson, the third of the trio, joined them within 
two or three years. Of these twenty-six persons, seventeen are now living, 
after an interval of 46 years. Only nine have died, — three from old age, 
having exceeded four score years, two at ages between seventy and seventy- 
five, and four between thirty and fifty-five years of age. One of the 
parents still survives in the person of Mrs. George Esson. This fact is an 
illustration of the healthfulness of this climate, notwithstanding the 
dangers and. privations incident to early settlement in a new country. 

In the fall of the year 1825, fifty-one families were added to the residents 
in Otonabee from among the immigrants under the Hon. Peter Robinson. 
In the settlement and location of these, upon their lands, it has already 
been stat<ed, that Captain Rubidge, rendered efficient aid, which was not 
the less prompt and obliging in that it was gratuitously given. 

Those of the immigrants who located in Otonabee, have probably, on 
the whole, proved more successful than those in other townships. They 
had the advantages of an intermixture with settlers earlier than themselves, 
from whose experiences they speedily learned the best method of subduing 
the forest, and whose example of thrift and enterprise they imitated to a 
greater extent than in localties almost wholly peopled by themselves ] where 
practical lessons like these were more sparingly supplied. 

During the same year, (1825) Dr. John Gilchrist erected a grist mill 
at Eeene, with one run of stones, and a saw-mill with a single upright 
saw. In order to do this, an excavation for a water course of half a mile 
in length was necessary, which he successfully accomplished at his own 
expense, though aided in part by the voluntary labor of the settlers. In 
order to increase the supply of water in the Indian river, on which this 
mill and that of the Hon. Zaccheus Bumham, subsequently erected at 
Warsaw, depended, these gentlemen, in after years, excavated a short cut 
from Stoney Lake to the head waters of the Indian river, which materially 
increased the supply, and thus afforded a second outlet to the waters of 
that lake. 
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In the winter of 1829-30, Dr. Gilchrist opened the first store in Keene, 
and about the same time a branch of the store of Mr. Dougall Campbell, 
of Cobooig, was also opened in the vicinity, under the management of 
Mr. James Cummings. Messrs. Foley and Grover were the third firm in 
mercantile business at Keene. Prior to this period a tavern was in exist- 
ence there, kept by Mr. Archibald Nelson, and another followed, kept by 
Mrs. Hartley, now of Norwood. Thomas Short, Esq., for some time 
M. P. P. for the county, came to Otonabee when but a boy in 1830. 
His subsequent successful and extensive business, which, during many 
years, rendered Keene and Allandale excellent markets for the produce of 
the county, are well known to every one here, and need not be further 
referred to. 

Among the earliest improvements of a public kind in this township was 
a road from Bannister's point, on Kice Lake, to the Town of Peterborough, 
laid out by Captain Rubidge, and graded in a great measure by bis own 
personal exertions, aided by a grant of money from the magistrates of the 
Newcastle District. Sir Peregrine Maitland passed up this road on his 
way to Peterborough, in the winter of 1826. For many years it was 
known as Kubidge's road, in consequence of the great interest taken by 
that gentlemen in cutting out and rendering it passable. 

The first school house in Otonabee was of logs, and stood on the east 
half of lot no. 20 in the 4th concession. It was built in 1829 to accom- 
modate a few families then in the vicinity, but was never occupied as in- 
tended ; a second house for this purpose waa erected a year or two later at 
a little distance, on the ea£t half of lot no. 20 in the third concession. 
Aid towards procuring glass, &c., was rendered from Cobourg ; and that 
locality also contributed a teacher in the person of Mr. David Housten, a 
Scotchman, who was detained by a severe attack of fever and ague at the 
house of Mr. John Williams, above Sully, for nearly two months. Being 
in a precarious state. Dr. GUchrist was sent for to visit him, which he did 
more than once. On his recovery, his gratitude to the doctor expressed 
itself in a letter of thanks, in which he lamented that he had no money, 
but promised to pay him as soon aa he could. In reply he received the 
following letter replete with the spirit of true christian charity, which we 
present to the reader all the more readily from the fact, that we have but 
few written memorials of the kind physician or the enterprising citizen 
firom whom it emanated :— ^ 
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Reply to the Monet/leBs Patient, 

SiR^ — When you see a fellow-creature m distress relieve him as far as 
your abilities will allow ; and in so doing you will discharge the debt you 
owe to 

Otonabee, 1830. John Gilchrist. 

In 1832, a school was opened in Keene by Mr. Thomas Dennehy, and 
continued by him for several years. In 1833, the official returns place 
the attendance at this school at 20 children; and in that taught by Mr. 
William Coulter, in the section now known as no. 5, at 21. In 1835, 
neither the schools nor the attendance appeaw to have greatly increased ; 
as by the returns made, Mr. Dennehy's school at Keene had an attendance 
of 24, and Mr. William Donaghy's 23. 

Grants were made by the Legislature from time to time for the improve- 
ment of the roads; and from 1830 to 1840 such items as the following 
occur frequently in the Appendix to the Journals of the House : — On the 
road from Kice Lake to Peterborough, £80 ; on the road from Keene 
towards Asphodel, £25 ; on ditto towards Crook's rapids, £50 ; on bound- 
ary between Otonabee and ^ouro, £50. The sums thus granted were 
laid out under the superintendence of commissioners named « in the Act, 
the most prominent among whom were Captain Rubidge, William Whit- 
law Thomas Carr, James Hope, Esquires, and others. But besides these 
occasional grants, a very large amount of work was voluntarily performed 
gratis, by the residents, in order to improve their roads. 

The first who ministered to the spiritual wants of the people in this 
township was the Rev. Samuel Armour, Episcopal clergyman of Peter- 
borout^h. It was his custom to hold service once a month at the house of 
Mr. John Nelson, Sr. The Wesleyan Methodists came next, and among 
the earliest of these, was the Rev. Mr. Evans, missionary to the Rice Lake 
Indians, and the Rev. Daniel McMullen, of the Coboui^ circuit. These 
gentlemen or their co-laborers, preached once a month at the houses of Mr. 
John Fife, Jr., and subsequently at those of Mr. John Stewart and Mr. 
George Hbwson. The first Presbyterian minister who visited Otonabee 
was the Rev. Archibald Colquhoun, about the year 1834. He resided 
about five years among his parishioners there, and then, a difference arising 
between him and his hearers, he removed to Bummer. The Rev. Mr. 
Wallace succeeded him ; but his health was infirm, and on his retirem^t, 
the Presbyterian body was supplied for some years by miseionaries, until 
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the induction of the Bev. Mr. Andrews, who etiU resides at Eeene. The 
preset Methodist and Presbyterian ehurches, at Keene, were the first 
erected in the township, many years ago, but the precise d^te we have 
been unable to ascertain. 

Since the erection of mills at Keene and Peterborough, in 1825-6, and 
the influx of population which then took place, the substantial progress of 
this township has been marked, and almost uninterrupted. It is not 
•within the scope of the present work to enter largely into the details of 
the census, or of the general statistics of die townships, as these have been 
made public from time to time, and are easy of access. The following 
summary, compiled from official returns, will, however, be interesting, as 
shewing the gratifying progress and development made by this township 
during less than a single generation : — 



Year 



No. of 
House- 
Holders. 



Total 
Popula- 
tion. 



Total 

Assessec 

Value. 



Total 
Taxation. 



1832 

1842 
1852 
1857 
1866 



213 
369 
611 
853 
803 



862 
1643 
3872 
5331 
4818 



$ 46724 
105623 
655770 
766120 
558475 



» 224-^ 

964 
2187 



Ashbumham 
included. 

do. omitted. 



Itmust be borne in mind that the estimated valuation in ike above 
table, is that adopted by assessment for the purpose of levying rates, and 
is much below the full actual value of the lands in question. 

The county rate alone, for the year 1866, is $3207, — a figure in 
marked contrast to even the entire taxation of former years. 

In 1853-4, the Cobourg and Peterborough railway was completed, and 
passed through the heart of this fine township, which was furnished with 
station accommodation. By private enterprise, chiefly, a line of telegraph 
wire was, at the same time, erected from the station to the village of 
Keene, — a distance of about four miles ; and an impetus was given to the 
growth of that village, which, unhappily, has not been sustained ; although 
it is still the centre for the transaction of a large amount of local 
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Since 1860, the railroftd, wiih its huge embankments, its rusting irons, 
and empty and deserted station grounds, remain, silent monuments of the 
mutability of human hopes ; and from the repose of their solitude, un- 
broken now by the roar of wheels, or the rush of the iron steed, they serve 
to remind us, that great natural obstructions, do, sometimes, for a time at 
least, bid defiance to the genius and the power of man. 

That this solitude may yet be broken, and this fine road resume its 
former usefulness, is still ardently desired, and by many believed to ba 
among the probabilities of the future. 

Notwithstanding the present disadvantage from the closing of this road, 
— the proximity of the Town of Peterborough on one hand, and the 
facilities for steam communication on Kice Lake, during the summer 
season, on the other, place Otonabee in a position leaving little to be de^ 
sired in the way of speedy transit, and give advantages to it, of which any 
township might well feel proud, and before which those of few would be 
preferred. 

The last census (in 1861) showed the population of Otonabee to be 
made up of the following nationalties : — Ireland 759, England 289, Scot- 
land 412, United States 37, Upper Canada 2684, Lower Canada 30, other 
countries 10. 

By the same official returns, the adherents of the several churches were 
asfollows:— Church of England 669, Roman Catholic 1232, Wesleyan 
Methodist 922, Episcopal Methodist 6, Bible Christian 80, Free Church 
1105, Church of Scotland 122, Baptists 7, other Methodists 30, other 
churches 48, 

The total population was then set down at 4221, of which 2230 were 
males and 1991 females. During 1860, there were 40 deaths, 116 births, 
and 862 childiren attending school. 

Wardens, — Otonabee has had the honor of contributing two Wardens 
to the County Council, who have very worthily presided over the delibera- 
tions of that body. These gentlemen are William Lang and Evans 
Ingram, Esquires, — the former of whom held that important position in 
1860, and the latter in 1866, with credit to themselves and advantage to 
the county. 
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DI8W«€WP ^ AI^P COUNT Y . GOUNCILI^OIIS. 
District Councillors. 

1842, Thomas Carr and James Doris, 

1843, Roger Bates and Thomas Carr, 

1844, Roger Bates and D. McFarlane, 

1846, RiDger Bates aiid B. McFmrlane, 
1846^ ThoDBias Short and D. McEaxlune. 

1847, Ib^r Bates ai^d Thomas Short, 

1848, Roger Bates and Thomas Short, 

1849, Thonws Short and Roger Bates- 



1B50, 
1851, 
1852, 
1853, 
1854, 
1855, 
1856, 
1857, 
1858, 
1859, 
1860, 
1861, 
1862, 
1863, 
1864, 
1865, 
1866, 



Coujit^ 

Reeves. 

Thomae Short, 
Thomas Short, 
William Lang, 
William Lang, 
James Anderson, 
William Lang, 
William Lang, 
William Lang, 
William Lang, 
William Lang, 
William Lang, 
Evans Ingram, 
Evans Ingram. 
Ewnfl Ingraou^ 
Evans Ingram^ 
EvaBS Ingram, 
Evans Ingram, 



Councillors. 

Deputy Reeves. 

Henry Bawbell, 
W. Armstrong, 
James Anderson, 
James Anderson, 
William Lang, 
Richard Reid, 
Richard Reid, 
Thomas Ryan. 
, Andrew Jackson, 
Evans Ingram, 
Evans Ingram, 
Alex. Campbell, 
Joseph Bowie, 
Andrew Nelson^ 
Joha Bliza]:^, 
James Miller, 
Joha Miller. 



JUSTICES OF THE PEACE IN OTONABEE. 



Thomas Carr, 
Dr. John Gilchrist, 
William Stewart, 
Thomas Chambers, 
Thomas Buck, 
George Reid, 



Charles Rubidge, 
Duncan CameroQ^ 
R(^er Bdttes, 
Henry Bawbell, 
William Learmpot, 
William Lang^ 



20 
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Justices of the Peace— continued. 
Richard Reid, Evans Ingrain, 

James Cameron^ Gleorge Carlow, 

Christopher Howson, James Miller, 

Adam Starke. Thomas Short. 

LOCAL SUPSRINTENDENTS FOR OTONABBS. 

The first Local Superintendent of Schools for Otonabee was James 
Anderson, Esq., who was appointed to that office in 1844. He was suc- 
ceeded by Adam Stark, Esq., in the following year. After the office of 
County Superintendent had been dispensed with, the Rev. E.. Roberts was 
appointed Local Superintendent of Schools for this township in 1852, 
and continued so to act until 1855, in which year the Rev. Francis 
Andrews, of Keene, received the appointment, and retained the office until 
1866, when the Rev. David Cantlon, of Peterborough, was appointed 
Local Superintendent for this township. 

The village of Keene, for some years, has had an excellent school, and 
throughout the township generally the work of education is successfully 
progressing. 



CHAPTER XXIII. 

THE TOWNSHIP OP DOURO. 

The first settlers in Douro arrived in the autumn of 1822, — a date 
prior to the survey of the township, which was made in the following year. 
The enterprising men who, with their families, thus dared the perils of 
the bush, were the Hon. Thomas Alexander Stewart, M. L. C, and 
Robert Reid, Esq., both of whom not only triumphed over the difficulties 
of the situation, but in after years found their toils rewarded by wealth 
and affluence. Both were created Justices of the Peace, and filled many 
other important offices of trust and emolument in the settlement and amid 
the community they were the first to found. Indeed so high was the 
estimation in which Mr. Stewart was held, both for his personal qualities 
and the services he had rendered by example and influence, in furthering the 
interests of the country, by the promotion of actual settlement, that in the 
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year 1835, he was elevated to a seat in the Legislatiye Council of Canada, 
by appointment of the Crown ; — a position he continued worthily to fill 
until the period of his decease in September, 1847. 

These gentlemen, on leaying Ireland, were furnished with letters to the 
Governor of this Province, by whom land was assigned th^n in Douro, 
then a wilderness, and, as akeady stated, not even surveyed. Mr. Stewart 
received a grant of 1200, and Mr. Reid of 2000 acres, on condition of 
actual settlement and the performance of settlement duties, — terms, at the 
time, sufficiently arduous and trying even for the stoutest hearts and the 
bravest spirits. They also received permission to hold the entire town- 
ship for a period of five years, with a view to promoting its settlement by 
their friends, acquaintances or others, who might be induced to emigrate 
and settle in so remote a situation — a right which they cheerfully and 
patriotically relinquished at the request of the Hon. Peter Robinson, in 
1825, on his arrival at Peterborough with the immigrants under his 
charge. 

We cannot better portray the difficulties and privations, as well as the 
heroism incident to the settlement of the township of Douro, at the period 
referred to, than by quoting entire the following touching narrative of the 
personal experiences of the wife of one of the first settlers, who kindly fur- 
nished it in response to our appeal for information in regard to those early 
days ; and to whom, and to others, who have cheerfully assisted us, we 
are und^r so many obligations. The following is this most interesting 
narrative : — 

^' On the first day of June, 1822, we sailed from Quebec, accompanied 
by my brother-in-law and his family, which consisted of his wife, six 
daughters and three sons. We came up the St. Lawrence from La Chine 
in batteaux, which was a very tedious mode of travelling. We reached 
Toronto, (then called York) in August, and were detained there several 
weeks by illness. Meantime my husband and brother-in-law procured a 
grant of land in Douro, and started to see it.'' 

''About the first of October, we came to*Cobourg, then a very small 
village. From thenee, my brother-in-law with some hired men proceeded 
direct to Douro, to make an opening in the woods j my husband being pre- 
vented by iUness from accompanying them. Two ciearbgs were commeneed 
about a mile from the bounda^ of the township of Otonabee. Early in 
November, my tister-in-law and her children joined her husband in the 

20* 
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backwoods. Tbcy took a hrgo scow, or flat-bottomed boat,fiiotn 'Rree 
Lake, wbitb on the second evening reached tbo Littie LAc. They land- 
ed on the point of land near wberc tbc village of Abbbnmliam is now 
situated, and from thence proceeded to their shmty, about three miles 
from the ktodmg." 

** My husband, myself and three little children, with a raafid-scrvant and 
a boy, were to come up on the return of the boat; but we were detained 
at Cobourg by the illness of one of our children, and therefbre were 
obliged to wait for sleighing, to perform the journey by knd, throtigh the 
townships of Hope, Cayan and Monaghan." 

^^At that time there were but few settlers iu these townsliips ; and on 
the second day we travelled nine or ten miles without seeing a house or 
clearing. At last, wc reached "Scott's mill," (on the 12th of February. 
1823, at 1 o'clock p. m.) then the only house in Peterborough. The 
Little Lake not being safe for teams to cross on tiie ice, we were obliged 
to walk over, — our children and luggage being carried by our servants, 
and some men who kindly assisted. The snow was then about two feet 
deep. Our ox-team and sleigh were in waiting on the other side , but by 
the time we had all reached the place daylight began to fail, which made 
our progress through the woods much more difficult ; and the sleigh being 
loaded, I was obliged to walk. Our lantern, unfortunately, got filled with 
snow, and our candle so wet that it would not light. So we proceeded 
slowly, and at last perceived a light before us, and soOn reached our log 
house. The light proceeded from a large wood fire, which rejoiced our 
hearts." 

" We found our house in a very unfinished state ; the door had not 
beien hung, nor were any partitions made. A large opening was left ^ 
the roof, where the chimney was to have gone up, but the intense frost 
had stopped the mason-work, when about half completed. Finding tH 
rather cooled us, and we felt puzzled where to lay our sleeping children, 
as the floor was covered with a thick coating of ice and mortar. However, 
W6 socfb' dteo^^^^ed ^etme shevifigs left by the shiflgle maktilrs, W&ieb we 
s^Md ^ liM i6e, «&d Hien laid m our miaetaralses, «Ad on ^i^ io^ ^ 
tMapomy <<4ibake-dowB,'' on vrhieh we ^eeri^lly kid doWii, 'iffcer a sop- 
p«r ^ (Ml, hf^B&y bvlter 'and poit. B^ivtg y&j lpMfy,1veiBto|)t'80Q8<i' 
iy ; bat in tlie wmAng, dn hbHiiAg up, I saw (he fMlanf iH^fi^gh ^ ipertm« 
leftrfbr =t^ «ymlN!(y." 
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*^At tMs time, my broiller4Q4aw And bis famifylivedin an opdn^ shanty, 
abbut half a mile noirih of Hfl, and freta httvi%'lheir five <mteid«, thoy 
were umch annoyed by the nufoke 'and fe^ks Mdwing in, which at night 
often set fire to their bedding." 

" By slow degrees those difficulties WCre surmounted ; but we found new 
difficulties arising from the want of roads, or some means of conveying our 
provisious from Cbbourg, wh!6h'was tlic nearest town. Mr. Bethunc was 
then the. only store-keeper there, and Was also Post-master. We sent to 
him when a fresh supply of provisions or other necessaries was required, 
and these Were forwarded to us by way of Rice Lake, which proved a very 
tedious and e:q)ensive mode of conveyance, and the delay of our supplies 
sometime drove us to most painf\il stf&its. In the autumn a sufficient 
store had to be procured in this way to last for five months) as our winters 
at that time set in about the end of October atid seldom terminated until 
the middle or end lof April. At one time, before we had any shoemakers 
near us, we sent an order to Cobdurg for boots and shoes, for both families, 
numbering about twenty persons of all ages, and ailer waiting a long time 
for them, we Icamcd that they had been lost in crossing Rice Lake, and 
could not be recovered. This was a serious loss, as they could not 
be replaced for some mdttths, and in the meantime ihany were obliged to 
go barefooted." 

" Pea soup and pork Was bur principal fbod. Our bread was good, when 
we could get good fiour, or when the yeaCst w^ not frozen. Very often 
we had only rye meal, which was Hot disagreeable : but one season, not 
being able to J)rot5urei flour or meal bf any kind, we were obliged to use 
boiled wheat and corn, and Were otiee reduted to bran cikes, which soon 
disagreed with us.' 

"As our first Spring in the backwoods advanced, I was delighted with 
the beauty and novelty of the scene around us. Our clearing was opened 
to the river, which in those days rushed along with great rapidity and 
noise, canyiog down large maaiies <s£ ioe from thekfeto uad waters above us. 
Since itfaieti. the namevoiis 4»mB htfve toatred theiiat«i»l beftiuty of the river ; 
while the fine h^emlooks and c^ats wUcdi grew «o betMktifiilly along the 
bai^) were since out dcmi, and liave 4iiiftpfaared." 

''In llferMluiMro^^iU!' fiiist^yAr in tteurd, o«f youiigest ohild, a sweet 

Kttbgirl'oil0iti}i<l»lMjptiito ^fmu»j, I was 

'^uUe^gnomit of ilw ^MitfliNMtnofllMt'dhMiise, aid^i^^ doctor 
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within reach, — the nearest being Pr. HnidieflOtt, who then resided in 
Cavan, a good many miks distant. We had as yet no eanoes on the riTer, 
and were often depending upon a chanee visit of the Indians for a passage 
to the other side. One of our hired moi, a fidihfnl Hig^ihuider, sedng 
how very ill our darling was, Tolonteered to swim across the rapid stream, 
and walk through the woods to the doctor, premiang that^ if I wrote the 
particolars, he would bring the necessary medicme. He started early in 
in the morning of a cold October day, and returned about midnight, with 
some powders and a message that the doctor would come up on the fol- 
lowing day. But no improTcment followed, and the day was passed in 
great anxiety, for the doctor did not arriTe. On the third day he came, 
having left home at the promised time, but lost his way in the woods, and 
hence the delay. The next day she appeared more lively, but refused to 
take the arrowroot and sago which I offered her. She asked for bread, 
and of this we had none fit to give her, having for some time been unable 
to procure good flour. It was a bitter trial not to have what she seemed 
to crave. The next day she fell into a stupor, and towards midnight her 
angel spirit passed away to the immortal land. A few weeks after this 
sad event, she was replaced by another dear little daughter, — the first 
white child bom in Douro, who still lives, and is a comfort and a blessing 
to her aged mother and a fine family of her own." 

'^Ague did not make its appearance for some years. Between 1823 and 
1825, when the Hon. Peter Robinson arrived with a large immigration, 
we had many hardships and privations to endure, partly from a want of 
knowledge of the proper way of managing, and partly from the heavy 
expenses incurred on our first starting, by the exorbitant charges, and 
high price of every kind of provisions and clothing, besides the great diffi- 
culty of procuring even the most necessary articles. But after the estab- 
lishment of Peterborough, all these difficulties gradually disappeared, and 
have now nearly faded from my memory." F. 8. 

There must have been many incidents in the Canadian life of the two 
first settlers mentioned, which would be worth recording, could they be 
remembered or reproduced. Eobert Reid Esq., was a man of vigorous 
frame, and fitted by natnre to endure the diffioulties and surmount the 
trials of early Canadian life. Of these difficulties and arduous toils, we 
may be sure there were enough in store for the settlor in Douro, at the 
early period mentioned as the date of its first settlement. The absence of 
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mills, stores and even the most ordinary mecbanics, already mentioned in 
the ca^ of settlers in other townships, were hardships equaUy experienced 
here, as a practical illustration of which it is mentioned that Mr. Beid, 
having broken his logging chain, was obliged to carry or drag it all the 
way to Port Hope to get the broken link repaired. But all these early 
difficulties were overcome by manly vigour and perseverance. Mr. Beid 
not only raised, but educated, a large family, some of the members of 
which reside near the old family location, and are among our most respected 
citizens. 

Mr. Beid was a Justice of the Peace, and for many years worthily dis- 
charged the duties of Auditor for the County, besides filling various other 
offices of trust in his municipality. His death occurred in March, 1856, 
at the advanced age of 84 years. 

The Hon. T. A. Stewart, M. L. C, was a man of less vigorous frame ; 
but appears to have borne up manfully f^ainst the toils and discourage- 
ments incident to early life in the backwoods of Canada. In the preced- 
ing pages his name is more than once mentioned as associated with the 
leading public affairs of the time, and especially so as chairman of the 
Building Committee of the present Court House and the old Jail, in 
connection with which great responsibility and much anxious care 
devolved upon the few leading men who had in charge that erection. 

During his career as a Legislative Councillor he did much towards the 
improvement of this section of the Province ; and chiefly owing to his 
influence, the survey of our inland waters was undertaken, and important 
works commenced, although the great work of a ship canal then projected, 
was never pushed forward to completion. * 

On his decease, the Hon. Ebenezer Perry, of Cobourg, was the sole 
' representative of this section of the country in the L^blative Council, 
until that body was made elective, and the Hon. Mr. Mumey became the 
representative of the Trent Division in 1857. 

In September, 1831, Samuel Strickland, Esq., Colonel in the Canadian 
militia, who from the year 1825 until that date, had resided on land he 
had purchased and cleared in the township of Otonabee, one mile from 
Peterborough, removed to the lot on which he has since resided, accom- 
panied by a young Englishman named Bawlinson, and an immigrant black- ^ 
smith named Copping, who also secured a lot of land a little further north. 
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These land^ were. procured on te^rms^ aimil^ io.tl^(Nie u^4<^t whU^ . umoi- 
grants ?rese. tbmx b«oft.lo(iHlMi ia JDiun^pr bj. Cajpjtij^ Bulndgne^ — n^^^^, 
paying to the Ooyemment five shillinga ai^ aofpe witlw a tei^m of five jears^ 
and performiDg the seitlewent dn^ties. Here CoL Stricldand cpfl^m^Eieed 
the duties and hardabips iodde^Kt to the tot aes^tlementof a new^ooiigdtrj; 
— with wbatsuooesa, his fin^ maQ^QO^ ^^^ ^^ elegf^nt g^unds ov^iook- 
ing the Katohewanoonka lajce a^d. the floa^is)ut\g ^Ul<^. of LiJ^sfield, 
as also t)i« broad aeres of bin riob and well cnlti^gted farm, bf fir an^ 
testimony. 

In the Autumn of lS31vth9r9 was n^ aefMto ^iM^ sev^al na|les of 
that location, and not eyen the se«ab}a9oe of a road to Pet^rboj^^li, — a 
distance of nine mites— Hl^iloqew^ft put out mai^ly by hiarespeirtAOf^. 

Col. Strickland has written a work, entitled " Twenty-seven years in 
Canada/' which was publidifd in London in 18&3, but from some cause 
was spajringly circulatifd io this country^ W^ would gkdly ptjiblifib sctverid 
extracts at length from this naixati?er i^ refeience. to tl|e„p^w¥(ud expe- 
rience oftiiiB gentleaaeD^ msmiXt n^t that tb/o.contwplntc^ bounds of tbis 
little work promiaes to be ab^ady lAilg!»ly ex^ed^d, and wf^.musl^ coyutent 
ourselves with the fdlowing: — 

'^ I must tell my read^s, that setting in the bush now^ and twenty 
years ago^ is quite a different affiur : at the present time good roads and 
saw and grist-mills eiu^t in almost e^ery townsbi|), which was not the case 
when I located myself in Douro. There wore then neither mills nor fac- 
tories in my township^ nqr in the adjiQining. ones of Smith to the west^ or 
in Dummer to the east, the nearest mill being in Peterborough, ten miles 
distant. But if it^iad been twice as near, there was no road or any possi- 
bility of drawing up boards or lumber of any sort ; so I had nothing 
better for it than to do as better men had done befote me, viz. : to hew 
boards out of the solid timber, a worfc of much difficulty and labor." 

He states that two days were occupied in getting a load of provisions 
and other necessaries from Peterborough to Lakeficld, a distance of only 
ten miles, along his newly-cut road, and adds the following interesting de- 
tails, and an unusual incident: — 

^^Christmas was passed, and I was stilt an inb^itant of an op^n slab 
hut. A large black oak, which I had felled, served to form the baqk of my 
camp. A. pie lashed firmly across two tre^s, twelve feet apart, and as 
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hi^ as I coald reaoh, fonnad the iront. A row of split slabs, one end 
resting on the. ^ and the other su^^ported by the Awi pole, formed the 
roof. The ^nds of my oamp were stufM ^bvtb h«iiilook bruhto keep eat 
the wind and rain. My bed was eompoeed of the same material, pi<d[ed 
fine, and covered with a buffalo robe ; and so, with a roaring fire in Iront, 
I feardd neither frost, nor s&ow, nor rain. 

<< It was dtiring my sojomm in this open hut that the following singular 
adventure befel me." 

" Reader, did you ever see a ghost ? A tall Spectral-looking figure, with 
large saucer eyes, glides before you ; and ere you summon court^e to 
address it, vanishes from your astonished sight ? Well, Canada is no place 
tor ghosts. The country is too new for such gentry. We have no fine, 
old, mined castles, cmmUoig monastic walls, or ivy-ehwl choiohes — ^no 
shelter here but the wild, wild wood. However, it was no ghost, I saw 
as you shall hear." 

<< I had ooouiim to send Rowhmdson to Peterborough ftr a stip{^ of 
provinons and other neeessaries ; but owing to I9ie dktanee I did not ex- 
pect him back till the next day." 

<^As I had frequently slept in the woods alone, I thought nothing of it. 
I had been busy shingle amkhig all d^y, and ■cMMnttOd vij oeenpation 
until late in the ev^hig. The tt^t was cold and frosty ; so I had 1>mlt 
up a large fire m front of my camp, laid my sUngk-taekk wSiiin reach, 
and I was soon fast asleep." 

<< How long I had slept I ]»ow not^ when I was sudddily awakened by 
a sensation of sometinug heavy scraping my breast; ind en loddng up, 
what should I behold, but a hideons-Iooking cteature standisg over me, 
with his fore-paws restmg on my breast, a long-fldwiog beard, eyas wUeh 
shone like coals of fire, and a pair of horns which would- not have disgraced 
Old Nick himself; and to tell the truth, my first impression was that the 
old gentleman had really paid me a visit." 

'^ I had, however, no time for refiBCtidn — astavf on the breast soon 
roused me to action. Seising hold of the shiogMbeode, I diBait his nugesty 
such a blow on the head, that it sent him straight wto the ndddle of the 
fire. His rough, shaggy coat was instantly inabkae, and uttenogthe 
most unearthly yells, he rushed into the woods, and liten^y vanudied from 
my sight in a fiame of fire." 
21 
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^^All that I have related happened ia less than a minute. I had no 
time to be firighteMd ; but I was certainly muoh puszled to know what 
the beast was, whkh had paid me saeh an untimely visit. At first sight 
I thought it was the devil himself, but on eoasideration was satisfied my 
visitor oouM not be that terrible personage.'' 

<^ I have heard and read much of his satanic majesty being painted in 
all ooburs, but I never heard of his wearing a white beard ; and, bendes, 
he did not stand fire well enough for a person brought up in that element, 
though he certainly had the horns and the cloven foot, and his general 
appearance was not unlike the pictures I have seen of the gentlemen." 

"WeD, the next day cleared up the mystery. On my road to Peterbo- 
rough I had to pass the residence of the C ds, two young gentlemen 

who had reoently settled in the township ; when to my surprise I saw, 
standing by the road-side, a large billy-goat, whose coat, burnt in large 
patehes all over, explained at once the nature of my nocturnal visitant. It 
appears that the C ds had only brought up the goat from the front a 
few days before. Master Billy had strayed up the road to my place, and 
although his reception was so warm, it proved to be his first and last 
visit." 

'^ This adventure was certably a comioal one; but I dare say, if aU 
floats were as warmly received, they would often be found quite as terres- 
trial in their nature as my u^y but harmless nocturnal visitor." 

In 1832, the entire population of Douro was 571. The number of 
persons assessed 126, number of acres under cultivation 990. Three 
horses were owned in the township, 82 oxen, 105 cows, and 44 other 
homed catUe.^ The total assessed value of property was $21312, and the 
taxes for all purposes $102. 

Among those who are still remembered by the early settlers, was Abel 
Perry, who kept a house of entertainment on the leading Douro road, and 
who performed many acte of kindness and hospitality to the early settiers 
of Douro and Dummor, in their laborious journeys to and from Peterbo- 
rough, while, in many instances, carrying their scanty store of grain or 
flour on their shoulders to mill or market. 

During the rebellion of 1837-8, the people of Douro left their homes 
and their occupations in the most prompt and enthusiastic manner, and 

* OAeial retnrna. Appendix to Journal* of the Honte of ANemblj. 
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cheerfully shared in the dangers and privations then impending, in defence 
of the Goyemment. In the ahsenoe of official reports and ^liable memo- 
randa, we are unable to give the names of the braye men in the several 
townships who then distingnished themselves by their patriotism and loy- 
alty, and must, content ourselyes and the reader, with ihe brief refaenoe 
to the events of that time, in so far as this oounty was eeftoeroed, which 
will be found in the preceding pages. 

The site of the present village of LaJEcfield was early an object of interest 
and speculation to men of capital and enterprise, not only from the fine 
water power it ofieied, but from the general beauty of the looality, situated 
at the head of a rapids of nine miks^ and just below the Katchewanoonka 
lake, and having beyond and further up the stream, the. dear waters and 
picturesque islands of Stoney lake. 

A bridge was thrown across l^e stream at this point at an eariy period, 
but being only a temporary structure, erected entirdy by local and private 
subscription, it was speedily carried away by jams of timber passing down 
the stream. The present excellent bridge is a more recent structure, and 
was erected by the County Council in 1854. 

Among the first enterprising settlers at Lakefield was Mr, James Thomp- 
son. The place at first was known as Nelson's, and then as Herriott's 
fails. In 1851, it paased by the name of Selby. The first grist and saw 
mills, on the Douro side, were burned down, and the village, which had 
begun to show some signs of vitality and progress, declined, and for several 
years was greatly neglected. The fine water power passed through a 
variety of hands; the Hon. Zaccheus Burnham being the chief proprietor. 
Messrs. Strickland and Held built and conducted the former saw mill, 
subsequently worked by Strickland and Hall. The present large saw mill 
was erected by Messrs. Shaw & Waite, in 1858. Soon aft^r the large 
frame mill on the Smith side of the river was completed by Mr. D^ Arcy. 
John Sherin, Esq., was the first store keeper at Lakefield. The small 
school in 1853 was taught by a female. So late as 1854 the place could 
not boast even a tavern. Considering these facts, Lakefield has made most 
astonishing progress, and as a pretty and progressive village, is surpassed 
by few competitors. 

A Wesleyan church, a frame building, was opened there in 1862, and 
in the following year, the Episcopal church, which has now been super- 
seded by a costly and elegant stone edifice, which is not only a credit to a 

21* 
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village^ but woiM?compAfe favowrably m elegaoiee of feiieh wiih many city, 
chiurohes. This new oluutb^ dedieatod to St. J(^q Uie Baptist, was 
opened for serrice im 1S6€1^ by the Coadjutor Bish(^ elect of tbe Diocese, 
tiU reoQstly knoim as tke Vm*Arohdieacon B^d^^ A neat Fsee Pres. 
bytefttB ohianh also gme» a ffnik: e«ui«siio9 09^ Hhe rivei bank ; and there 
is beBtdes A Baptirt : Amdi^ a.bxkk fidiioe ; ao thait in eburob ao^mnioda- 
tion Lakefield is abundantly supplied. 

A twanohof tkeDiviMon Goutt was opened at Lak^fidd in 1863; of 
wMeh B. F.. Eirkpatttek B«|*i ^^^ ^hfi ^^ ^1^^* 

This villiige has evidently an important fntnire heSore it. As a spot 
to whieh it is antidpated railroad f)ieilities will ere long be extended from 
Peterborough, «id also the point of oonneetion between sQ<^ a road and 
steamboat navigation on the fine lakes in its rear, which is only waiting the 
construction of a single look at Young's faUs to see acooBipUshed, this vil- 
lage wiU beemne a most important stotion, and will no doubt greatly 
extend its operations in trade and munufaistiire, which for wimt of an ade- 
quate outlet are now to agreat extant resia»iued. 

The immigrants of 1825, to the number of sixty, were located in Douro ; 
but as a chapter has already been devoted to their anival and settlement 
upon thmr lands, any further extended reference to those events are un- 
necessary here. Many of them have proved eminently suooessfiil, and all 
of themL have greatly benefited their position and circumstances by their 
transference to this the land of their adoption. 

There is not much more to add in reference to the township of Douro. 
Its first setters gradually overcame the privations and difficulties incident 
to e^u-ly bush life. The forest has long since been thinned away into nar- 
row strips here and there, leaving in its place broad farms and the numerous 
dwellings and bams of the first and later settlers and their children. Be- 
sides the churches of Lakefield and Peterborough, which are largely attend- 
ed by residents of this township, a neat and commodious Boman Catholic 
church was many years ago erected in the southern part of the township, 
in which officiates a resident pastor. A Post Office was some years ago 
established in the vicinity, while here and there throughout the township 
school houses are established and in active operation. Large sums of 
money have been expended on opening up and improving the different 
roads through the township, and altogether, the inhabitants, who less than 
half a century ago found^emselves in a dense and untracked forest, cut 
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off by long expanses of wood and wnler frvob tWoUer settlements, and the 
advanta^ of a developed social Bjsten, haye nowi^ for many years, enjoyed 
all tke advantages and ev^n luxuries of which the residents of older conunu- 
nities mi^t well feel pcoud. 

The populatiMi of Seniro, as aheim hj the last <wmi8» for 1861, was 
2497. or these 1284 were males, aad 1213( fsmahs. Duriog Oie year 
1868, theve weve 6 deaiths and 8S births. 513 ehildistt were attendia^ 
school 

The several nationalties were represented as follows, (in 1861) : — ^Ireland 
597, bebg a decrease of 25 as compared, with the census of 1851. Eng- 
land 128, being an increase of 54 as compared with the same period. 
Scotland 68, also a slight increase, United States 18, Upper Canada 1644, 
Lower Canada 27, and other countries 15< 

The census by religion for 1861, showed. Church of England 363, R. 
Catholic 1230, W. Methodist 67, Bible Christim 54, Free Church 226, 
Church of Seothuad 50, Baptists 15; meinbera of oAer churehes not 
specified 15. 

DISTftlOT AND OOUNTT GOCNOIUtCAS. 



1842, SmitMn D. Qibbs, 

1843, Smitiiin D. Qibbs, 

1844, George Clarke, 

1850, Geoige Clarke, 

1851, Sam'l Strickland, 

1852, David Porter, 

1853, David Porter, 

1854, James Hogan, 
1855^ James Hogan, 



DUtrict €otmoill&r9. 

1845, George Clarke, 

1846, George Clarke, 

1847, George Clarke, 

County Councillors, 

1856, James Hogan, 

1857, James Hogan, 

1858, George Clarke, 

1859, George Clarke, 

1860, George Clarke, 

1861, George Clarke, 



1848, George Clarke, 

1849, George Clarke, 



1862, Geoige Clarke, 

1863, Geoi^ Clarke, 

1864, Jdm Cam^ie, Jr. 

1865, John Carnegie, Jr. 

1866, John Cam^e, Jr. 



JUSTIOXS 07 THX PSAOS IN DOUBa. 



Thomas A. Stewart, Charles Stewart, 



Bobert Beid, 
WiUiaim Blackwell, 
Samael Strickland, 
Patrick Leaby, 
John SuUivau^ 



Bobert Casement^ 
David Porter, 
Geoxge, Clarke, 
Michael Walsh, 
Henry J, Wickham, 



William S. Beid, 
Edward Leigh, 
John Sherin, 
WiUiajn C. NichoUs, 
Bobert A. Strickland. 
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LOCAL SUraMNTENBSNTS OF SCHOOLS. 

1844, Maurice Clancy, 1855, Daniel Sullivan, 1861, Michael Walsh, 

Next 7 years County 1866, Robert Casement, 1862, Michael Walsh, 

Superintendents. 1857, Robert Casement, 1863, Michael Walsh, 

1852, Rev. E. Roberts, 1858, Michael Walsh, 1864, MMiad Walsh, 

1853, Rev. S. Roberto, 1859, Mkshael Walsh, 1865, Br; T. W. Poole, 

1854, Rev. E. Roberto, 1860, Miehae) Walsh, 1866, Robert Casement. 



CHAPTER XXIV. 

THE TOWNSHIP OF ASPHODEL. 

According to official returns, the township of Asphodel was surveyed 
in the year 1820. Soon after, a few settlers found their way into this 
township by way of Rice Lake, among the eariiest of whom was Mr. John 
Beckett and his family. Other early settlers pushed through the wilds of 
Percy, and crossing the Trent river, assisted in ite early settlement. 
Among the names of the pioneers into Asphodel, are Mr. John Cameron, 
senior, who with his sons James, John, Duncan, Donald and Ewin, located 
in its south-western portion, but subsequently removed to Otonabee. 
Messrs. Walter Scott, Robert Humphries, Hugh and Alexander McColl, 
W. Kirkpatrick, Job Humphries, Richard Birdsall, William Housten and' 
Charles Parker. 

Thirty-seven families were brought into Asphodel by the immigration 
of 1825; and others were gradually added to their number. But the situ- 
ation was then so remote, and the distance to a market, in the absence of 
roads, so great, that progress was slow ] and the struggle for existence was 
maintained under very disconragitig circumstances. 

Soon after the first settlers b^an to find their way into Asphodel, a 
little mill was erected at Norwood by the late Joseph A. Keeler, Esq., of 
Colbome. It contained a single run of rock stones, driven by a tub water 
wheel and a bolt, covered with muslin. Although a mere "apology for a 
mill," it was of the greatest utility to the early settlers, who carried their 
slender store of wheat (usually on their backs) from the adjoining country 
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for a distance of ten to twelve miles, to ^'Keeler's mill/' as it was then 
called, to be ground. Just prior to the erection of this mill, a saw mill 
had been erected by Mr. Keller, the same dam and flume supplying the 
motive power for both. 

About the year 1826, the first bridge across the river Trent, connecting 
the townisdiips of A^hodol and Perey, was built. Its site was. in a portion 
of the river then shallow, one mile above the village of Hastings. It was 
built in the most ordinary manner, and was carried away during the fol- 
lowing spring. A second and more permanent structure was speedily 
erected, chiefly by Government aid, to replace it, and this with constant 
vicissitudes of fortune, and by the aid of sundry repairs, lasted for a long 
term of years, and proved a great public convenience, until superseded by 
a more costly, though not more durable bridge, crossing the stream below 
the dam, on the site of the present structure. This new. bridge was erected 
about the year 1845, and after a little more than twelve years became so 
decayed as to render a new one necessary. The present one was accord- 
ingly built in 1858, this county contributing towards it the sum of £500. 

The old bridge was frequently severely tried by masses of ice and rafts 
of timber passing down the river. In a humorous letter, written by 
Thomas Garr, Esq., of Otonabee, and published in the Cobourg Star, of 
May 10th, 1831, it is made to complain of the treatment thus received ; 
and to invoke sympathy and assistance, and not without success ; for in 
the Parliamentary Session of 1832-3, a grant of £300 was made by the 
Upper Canadian Legislature towards its repair, and in 1834 a Airther 
grant of £100 for the same purpose. 

According to the official returns of the Newcastle District for 1832, the 
entire population of Asphodel for that year was 2^ ; the number of per- 
sons assessed 55 ; acres cultivated 767 ; total assessed value of property 
£3410, and total rates for all purposes £16 Is. 3d., — ^a population, valua- 
tion and taxation strikingly in contrast with the expanded figures of the 
present time. 

In November, 1833, N. H. Baird, Esq., Civil Engineer, reported to the 
Government on the practicability of rendering the river Trent navigable 
from the Bay of Quinte to Bice Lake ;— the cost of the works at Crook's 
rapids being estimated at £7062* 

As hM)e as 1635, the only house on ihe site of the present village of 
Hastings was a small fraine building on the bank, erected several years 
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before thtt date, by the He&. Mr. GrookB, aa a mill, eontuning one nm 
of TOiy oonmum Btmiea. It is doubtful whether it ever gnmnd aiueb, 
and ie believed to have been iatended rather as ameang to seoare the valu- 
able mill privilege, Ht that placoi than for practical utility. 

Up4o 1885, the townahip had made but little nal ptogMBB. 4My six 
rendeDtoowned honea at that tisie, and the entire towndiip only contain- 
ed fimr finHDne dwellings. The popolatioii in that year was returned at 
428. 

In the fdlowing year (18d6) a second run of stones, (tbeee known as 
the bur stone) was added to tiie one akeady in use in Keder's mill. A 
smut maehiae, and also an improved bolt, were provided at 1^ same 
time. Peter Pearce fisq., was then in enlarge of the mill, and was abo 
agent for Mr. Keder's property at Norwood, a portion of which was 
roughly measured off into village lots, — a regular and syst^natic survey of 
which vras made and registered in 1853. 

Of this property, consisting in all of 2000 acres, lots 18 and 19 in tlie 
9th concession, (400 acres) only were granted to Mr. Keeler, on accomit of 
services rendered during the war of 1812, in wldeh he held the pooticw of 
Major in the Canadian militia. The remainder was acquired by purchase 
in theearlyyeaifiofthesettlementof the township. Since th^, the property 
has been greatly im|HroTed. Besides the saw noH at Norwood, a secofid 
one, on iot dO in tilie 9th oonoession, on the same stream, was built, in 
1848, and within a few years, a fine stone grist nail, ef four stories, and 
several run of ittones, has been built by Thomas Bu<^, Esq. 

The first store in Norwood consisted of a slender stock of goods, 
on sale in 1837, by the late James Foley £isq., in a onall house in ^ mill 
yard. Buring the ftHowii^ year, he erected a frame store and dweDmg 
house on ihe hill between the mill and the mala part (^ the village. Here 
for many yean he carried on^a large and prosperous business; whidi, 
within a isoent period, was transferred to hial«t^ger {Nremises in the centre 
of the village. The second store was built by Messrs. Oarr ft Rose, on 
Belmont street. 

The irst iawm in Norwood was kept by the late Mr. Robert Hartley, 
and was opened in 1842. Previous to that time, Ibe house of Peter 
Pearce Esq. was open to all comers, with the most generous -Itospitdiiy. 
Travelbrs and othemm a oeiustant stseam wtere kindly M and heoaad by 
this gentleman 4md his amiable wife, free of eacpense, in.^ manner <^ which 
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few in later times have any conception, or would care to imitate. Being 
then the only commodious dwelling in the place, public and religious 
meetings were held in the house, the inconvenience cheerfully borne, and 
all made warmly welcome. 

Mr. Thomas Mullens was the first resident shoemaker in Norwood; 
Mr. Thomas Kirk the first carpenter and joiner. The first church built 
in Norwood was that of the Wesleyan Methodists, erected in 1836. It 
was a small frame building, and is still in use in a repaired and renovated 
condition, as a class and lecture room, in connection with the larger Wes- 
leyan Methodist church, completed in the year 1856. The second church 
erected was that for the Independent or Congregational denomination, of 
which the Rev. Thomas Searight was for many years the pastor. This 
society having for some time ceased to exist in that locality, the build- 
ing has been used by other religious bodies, and particularly, of late years, 
by the Episcopal Methodists. The first resident minister of any denomi- 
nation, in Norwood, waa the JRev. William Young, of the Wesleyan Meth- 
odist church, whose buggy ^as the first owned in the township. 

The first Post Office in Asphodel was kept by the late Mr. Thomas 
Walker, on his farm near the present village of Westwood. The second 
was that opened in Norwood by the late James Foley, Esq., at his store in 
Norwood ; the weekly mail bag to and from which place, for many years, 
was very light, and easily borne. What a contrast is presented by the 
daily mail of to-day, teeming with letters and huge parcels of printed 
news! 

In 1835, N. H. Baird, Esq., reported to the Government on the prac- 
ticability of the second part of his survey — ^for a canal between the Bay 
of Quinte and lake Simcoe. This time his report embraced the waters 
lying between Bice lake and lake Simcoe. In 1837 the construction of 
the works connected with this great work was commenced, and prosecuted 
during 1838-9. One fine lock was built at Crook's rapids, together with 
an excellent dam, slides, &c., the expenditure on which gave occupation to 
a great number of persons ; laid the foundation for the village of Hastings, 
and tended largely to encourage settlement in the portion of the county 
adjoining. 

During the early years of the township of Asphodel, two distilleries were 
in operation, — one managed by the late Mr. John Beokett, a little distance 
aouth of Westwood, and the other by Mr, Patrick C. Foley, a mile or two 
22 
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west of the village of Norwood. But after a few years these fell into dis- 
use ; not that the demand for the produet of the still had ceased to exist, 
but more probably on account of the greater facilities existing for its 
manufacture elsewhere, by means of which the market was sufficiently 
supplied. 

One of the first school houses in this township was erected at Norwood. 
It was a small log building, and stood on the site now occupied by Mr. 
William Sergeant's dwelling house. Among the earliest school returns for 
Asphodel is that for the year 1832, when Mr. J. Wilkins was reported to 
have 22 pupils. What a contrast this first school house would make, com- 
pared with the fine brick building of two stories, and large size, erected 
for a joint Grammar and Common school in 1855, and very much increas- 
ed in size in 1866. 

From the building of the locks at Crook's rapida in 1837-8, that place 
gradually grew into a thriving village of much importance. T. Coughlan, 
Esq., was the first hotel keeper and store keeper in that place. Its most 
marked progress took place after the chief portion of the property was 
acquired by Henry Fowlds, Esq., and his sons, and their removal there 
in 1857. A new grist and flouring mill was added to the old one, a saw 
miU of great power and numerous saws, capable of manufacturing large 
quantities of lumber yearly for the foreign market, were speedily erected. 
These were followed in later years, by other extensive factories filled with 
valuable machinery. Adjoining the saw mill mentioned, was a large 
woolen factory, which had just got into active operation when it was svirept 
away by a most destructive fire in 1863, which also consumed the sawmill 
and its contents, and also a large planing mill and sash and door factory 
just erected by Mr. Henry Lye in close proximity. This great loss for a 
time checked the progress of the village, and paralyzed the enterprize of 
several active and industrious citizens. Another large factory erected for 
a cotton mill, a wool carding and knitting factory, and a still larger saw 
mill than the former one, had in the meantime been erected on the south 
side of the river, just below the ,bridg»> and these important structures 
with their valuable machinery, continue in active operation, and not only 
reflect much credit upon the enterprise of the place, but contribute much 
tdwards its prosperity. 

Another serious fire occurred in Hastings in the spring of 1864 ; by 
which a fine brick store and a large stock of goods were almost entirely 
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destroyed. Hastings was bnojant, rapidly progressive^ and looking for- 
ward to the time when ere long it might become an incorporated village) 
when these severe disasters, followed by the general depression oooaaioned 
by scant harvests, and the embarrassment of the agricnltnral community, 
placed a barrier against further progress, and caused a withdrawal of a 
portion of the inhabitants to seek more remunerative employment elsewhere. 
But this dark day, it is believed, has to a great extent passed away ; and 
increased hope and renewed enterprise promise ere long to restore this fine 
village to more than its former prosperity. 

For many years Hastings was but poorly furnished with church accom- 
modation. This want has, however, been abundantly supplied, and several 
fine church edifices crown the rteing ground which commands a beautifu. 
view of the river and the bustling village. The first of these was the Free 
Presbyterian church, a large frame structure, erected in 1858, in which 
the Rev. James Bowie ministered for several years. An Episcopal church, 
also frame, pleasantly situated on the south side of the river, followed in 
1863, of which the Rev. M. A. Farrar is Incumbent. In 1864, the Wes- 
leyan Methodists, with commendable zeal and enterprise, completed a 
tasteful and commodious brick church, while in 1865, a much larger and 
well finished edifice of stone, was erected and dedicated by the Roman 
Catholics, chiefly through the zeal and indefatigable exertions of their 
pastor, the Rev. J. Quirk. 

A neat and tasteful brick school house has now been many years in use, 
— two or more teachers employed, and the'most liberal provision made for 
the education of the rising generati6n. 

In the year 1864, a printing press and type were introduced to the vil- 
lage, by Mr. A. £« Hayter, and the Hastings Messenger was for a time 
published there, but the attempt was premature, and during the period of 
depression referred to, the effort was abandoned. 

Hastings, besides its unlimited water power, is pleasantly and advanta- 
geously situated on the river Trent, which furnishes communication by 
steamboats with the Oobourg railway at Harwood at Rice lake, and other 
points above and below the village. A new steamboat, the Forest Cityy 
was built and launched here in 1858, by the Messrs. Fowlds, and has since 
continued to ply up and down the river and lake in the transport of goods, 
passengers and lumber. 
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The Oontitjr of Northumberland some years ago constructed gravel roads 
which couveige to this point from Brighton and Colbome, with whicli 
places communication is had daily by means of comfortable stages whicli 
convey the mails. 

These advantages may be sujqKNsed to give Hastings priority in impor- 
tance as compared with Norwood ; but th^ latter village had the advantage 
of seniority, and is the seat of musiiciplil l^elation, and for many years 
was a more important centre of buoAess. The sittings of the Division 
Court have been held at Norwood from the first oi^anization of those 
Courts. James Foley, Esq., was its first clerk for many years, and until 
the time of his death in 1864, when Mr. J. A. Butterfield was appointed 
to that ofiice, which he still holds. The Norwood Division comprises the 
townships of Asphodel, Belmont and part of Dummer. 

A half-yearly fair was authorized to be held there in 1856 ; and for 12 
years it has possessed an excellent Grammar and Common School, in which 
a large number of the teachers in the county have been educated, and 
where a very considerable number of the young men of Asphodel and the 
adjoining townships have been fitted for the halls of college, and have laid 
the foundation for a future entrance on professional life. An institution 
of this kind, in the heart of a rural community, when well conducted, 
cannot fail to exercise the most beneficial and elevating influences ; and 
such indeed, with rare intervals of exception, have been the results of the 
Norwood Grammar School, which was never so successful as at the present 
moment. 

Something remains to be said of the church accommodation at Norwood, 
which from its early settlement has been tolerably ample. In addition to 
those already mentioned, a neat and commodious Free Presbyterian church 
was erected about the year 1846. The Rev. D. McAleeste was the first 
resident minister of this church, and was succeeded by the Rev. James 
Bowie, who continued to reside there until 1866, wh6h he returned to 
Scotland. 

The R;ev. Mark Buniham of Peterborough, for many yeiars, visited 
Norwood at intervals of three ^eeks, atid conducted tke Episcopal service, 
greatdy to the satisfaction atid profit of the members of that ehurct in the 
neighboriiood. This labor he p^rfbrmed gratuitously, and necessarily, at 
times, at great personal inconvenience. In 1864, the Rev. John Hilton 
became a resident clergyman of that church, but after a yeat or two was 
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removed to another sphere ; when the periodical visits of the Rev. Mr. 
Bundiam were resumed and continued until 1863, and the Rev. M. A. 
Farrar, who came to reside at Westwood, in Asphodel, was appointed 
Incumbent of the three churches in that mission, the duties of which he 
still ably fulfils. 

In the meantime, a handsome Episcopal church, of brick, which had 
been long in progress, was partially completed, and opened for service 
about the year 1860. Through the exertions of an estimable lady of that 
village, a bell was added to the tower of this church, which at morning, 
noon and eve gives forth its souotous vibrations. Which are heard for miles 
around in the adjacent country. A small Roman Catholic church was 
erected about the year 1840, one mile west of Norwood, which for many 
years has very inadequately supplied accommodation to the numerous wor- 
shippers who frequent it. Preparations are, however, being made, and 
material collected, to erect a new and more commodious Catholic church, 
on ground procured for that purpose in the village of Norwood, and which, 
it is anticipated, will ere long be under contract. 

Of the township generally, there remains but little more to be said. 
During the call for militia in 1837, the people of Asphodel turned out vol- 
untarily, in numbers large in proportion to their scanty then population. 
Richard BirdsaD, Esq., took the lead of the Asphodel company, and served 
during several months in the battalion at Peterborough without pay or 
reward. During the decade which followed, the farmers of the township 
made substantial progress, and passed from their early stru^les to a state 
of competence and plenty. Many fine farms and el^nt farm houses now 
grace the landscape, and harvests are grown and reaped as successfully and 
as surely in Asphodel, as perhaps in any part of Canada. 

Of late, large sums of money have been expended upon the roads, which 
though greatly improved from their condition in former years, still leave 
much to be desired, particularly at certain seasons. But tiie same remark 
will apply to localities much older, and perhaps in many respects more 
highly favored. 

The official valuation of the lands of the townships as estimated by the 
assessors, or as "equalissed" by the County Council, have fluctuated very 
much of lite yeairs, owing to the absence of an uniform standard of valu- 
ation, not only in the same township, but also as between the different 
townships. A statement of these figuifes for the past few yeard, in the 
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way of comparison of progress, would avail nothing. Prom the causes 
mentioned the aggregate valuation of rateable property in Asphodel, in 
1865, was a trifle lower than that of 1862. 

As a comparLson with the figures given previously for some of the earlier 
years, it may tiot be uninteresting to remark that, in 1866, Asphodel had 
550 ratepayers, which would ^ve a population of about three thousand. 
The total assessed value of its real and personal property was 1276,286 ; 
the amount of its county rate alone, ezolusive of township and Bchool 
rates, was $1446.84. The number of militia, (for 1866) as returned, 
wafi, 1st class 138, 2nd class 224, and 3rd class, or reserve, 78. 

Consulting the last census for 1861, we find the census by origin at that 
date, as follows :— Ireland 593, England 145, Scotland 147, United 
States 51, Upper Canada 1912, Lower Canada 59, other countries 5. 

The census by religion for the same period shows : — Church of England 
390, R. Catholic 1025, W. Methodist 802, E. Methodist 28, Bible Chris- 
tian 10, Free Church 496, Church of Scotland 92, Baptists 2, other 
churches 67. 

DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS. 
District Councillors. 

1842, Richard BirdsaU, 1845, James Foley, 

1843, Richard Birdsall, 1846, James Foley, 

1844, James Foley, 1847, James Foley, 

County CouTicUlors, 
1850, Richard Birdsall, 1858, Peter Pearce, 



1848, James Foley, 

1849, James Foley, 



1863, Rich. E. Birdsall, 



1851, Richard Birdsall, 1859, Tim'y CougWin, 1864, P. M. Grover, 



1860, P. M. Grover, Rich. E. BirdsaU, 

1861, P. M. Grover, 1865, P. M. Grover, 
Francis Birdsall, Rich. E. Birdsall, 

1862, P. M. Grover, # 1866, P. M. Grover, 
Rich. E. Birdsall, Edward Patterson. 

1863, P. M. Grover, 

JUSTICES OP THE PEACE IN ASPHODEL. 

Richard Birdsall, Walter Scott, Thomaa Buck, 

James Foley, ^ James Fife, Robert D. Ewing, 

P. M. Grover, Timothy Coughlin, Richard E. Birdsall. 

Henry Fowlds, Patrick Cannon, 



1852, Peter Pearce, 

1853, Peter Pearce, 

1854, Peter Pearce, 

1855, Peter Pearce, 

1856, Peter Pearce, 

1857, Henry Fowlds, 
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LOCAL SUPERINTENDENTS OF SCHOOLS. 

1844, Henry Fowlds, 1855, Rev. John Hilton,1861, Dr. T. W. Poole, 

Next 7 years County 1856, Dr. T. W. Poole, 1862, Dr. T. W. Poole, 

Superintendents. 1857, Dr. T. W. Poole, 1863, Dr. T. W. Poole, 

1852, Rev, T. Searight, 1858, Dr. T. W. Poole, 1864, Rev M. A. Farrar, 

1853, Thos. Robertson, 1859, Dr. T. W. Poole, 1865, Rev M. A. Farrar, 

1854, Thos. Robertson, 1860, Dr. T. W. Poole, 1866, Rev M. A. Farrar. 

Post Offices. — There arc three Post Offices in Asphodel ; namely, at 
Norwood, Hastings and Westwood, — the two former having a daily mail, 
supplied by stage from Colbome, since the year 1863 ; and the latter a tri- 
weekly mail from Peterborough by way of Keene, and connecting with 
Norwood. 

A reference has already been made to the early Post-masters. The 
following are the present officers : — 

Norwood, — J, A. Butterfield ; Hastings, — James S. Fowlds ; 
Westwood, — Rev. M. A. Farrar. 



CHAPTER XXV. 



THE TOWNSHIP OP DUMMER. 

The township of Dummer was surveyed in the year 1823, but no at- 
tempt was made towards its settlement until 1831. In the summer of 
that year, a number of emigrants arrived at Quebec, "150 of whom were 
persons sent out by the Marquis of Bath, 100 were commuted pensioners, 
and their families, and 1700 were immigrants who had come to the Pro- 
vince at their own charge."* They consisted of no distinct nationality, 
but were made up of persons from nearly every part of the United King- 
dom. On landing, they were taken in charge by Immigration Agents 
appointed by Sir John Colbome, and forwarded from one halting place to 
another till they reached Peterborough, where Capt. Rubidge, R. N., who 
then aeted as Immigration Agent, took prompt and energetic steps to locate 

* Statement of Captain Rubidg^e, R. N., to Sir R. W. Horton, Bart., and published by him in his 
pam^et, entitled '> Ireland and Canada,''— page 43, 
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them on lands not yet occupied. A goodly number were located in Bum- 
mer ; forming the first settlements in that township, while the remainder 
were distributed over the unoccupied lands in the older townships, east and 
west of Peterborough. 

The mode of location was as follows. Guides were sent out with them 
in groups to examine the lands, and on the selection being made, a location 
ticket was issued by the Agent, entitling the possessor to 100 acres of land 
on the fulfillment of certain conditions in after years. A small sum of 
money, varying from one dollar and a half to three or four dollars, was 
then given to the immigrant, and by means of this, sometimes aided by 
the older settlers in adjoining townships, a shanty was erected on the land 
cliosen, to which he was removed as speedily as possible with his family 
and effects. Grante of 100 acres were thus niade to heads of families and 
grown-up sons, on condition that after the expiration of four years, an 
annual payment of one shilling per acre, would be made during each of the 
second four years, — thus at the end of eight years actual settlement, and 
the payment in all of $80, they would receive .a full title to their land. 
The Government, however, were very lenient, and the full payment, at 
least within the specified time, was not usually exacted. 

During their passage through the country and the period of their loca- 
tion, rations, consisting of half a. pound of pork and a pound and a half of 
flour, to each man, and a pound of flour, but no pork, to the women and 
children over five years of age, were supplied by the Agent, which, together 
\yith the other expenses incurred, were paid by the Provincial Government. 
The supplies thus granted were considerably less than to the immigrants 
of 1825, but even this moderate and necessary aid to families locating in 
the interior of a new country, where provisions could not be found, was 
somewhat suddenly and prematurely withdrawn, causing in some instances 
temporary distress ; which, however, the energy and industry of the settlers 
enabled them ere long to surmount. Between the 17th day of May and 
the 29th day of September, 1831, 87,390 pounds of flour, 24,608 pounds 
of pork, and 366 axes, were thus distributed, partly to the men employed 
ajs guides, builders of shanties, &c., but in chief part to such of the immi- 
grant families as choose to accept this kind of aid. None of the other 
supplies, consisting of a cow, domestic utensils, &c., granted to the previous 
immigrants were allotted to these, and yet their .prc^ess was equally rapid, 
and their ultimate success perhaps greater than that of their predecessow. 
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There^ wcre,.b.0HWirv, fl{»»y of th«S(B firft setters whoae ill-fortuuc it ww 
to locate oil land of inferior quality, and these, after struggling i|gaiii3t Uie 
djffii.OQlties of their situation for a few years, in many instances, threw up 
thcar claiias or «old out U) qpeoulators for trifling sums, and removed to 
other towuBlup3^ or. mo|^ &vqred scenes. Som/e struggted on, amid a 
stouej soU, ]^ud hf peiisferer^ng ifi^uatiy ha^ made tj^emselves comfortahle 
homes, and they or their children now reap to ^me extent the advantages 
of their toilsome labors. 

The office of Imnugrant Ag^nt, at that time, was no idle sinecure. No 
previous preparation for the reception of immigrants had been made, either 
in 1825 or in 1831. Temporary sbelt^ had to 1)e provided in Peterbo- 
rough ; the sick oared for, roads cut, shanties erected, provisions supplied, 
&0., on the spur of the moment. The consequence was, that greater ex- 
pense was incurred than would otherwise have been necessary, and the 
immigrants themselves, qnfeebl^d from their long voyage, suffered from 
sickness and fatigue that might to some extent have been avoided. 

Caftain Rubi^ ffgmt» in 4hb tu^st t^sns of these sc^ttlers. He . 
says, *' The ooeduet of tJtM ipmigrauts located by me in 1831, was in 
general most e^epipkiy ; mi I nev^ observed a stronger desire to take 
advantage by their iadustry of the kind eocouragiBmeiiit aSbided them by 
the Goveruaent. They invariably vied with each o&er in their exertions, 
and this will elways be t)»e ease whwe psovisions are not lavishly or improp- 
erly supplied, and the population w# mixi^d, as it wa^ of that year ; for 
then the sluggard who would not be shamed by greater eneigy on the part 
of a countiyman b roused from his indolence by a national feeliug of pride 
to keep pace with his English, Iirish or Scotch neighbor."^ 

The settlors of 1831, id DomiMr, were not long without aoceB&icms to 
their numbers, from one of the eaffUest g£ i^faose to jom tiiem,*— 4t man 
highly respected for bis boaeet^ nod BitBUigeiice,-«>we have obtained ihe 
foUowing particulars of the espanen^iee of himaelf and two otherB in their 
first attempt at aetoal aetthBieat. Tksv names were Tbenis IR^ — , 
WilHam A«— , aftd John P^*-**^. B^ means of a private Emigration 
Society in Olasgow, they obtained a grant of 50 aeies of wild land, with 
privi]€^ to pu3>ehiise ^he rei^eiimg ^ ^^^^i^ pf ^M ^^^ ^^ ^ f^^ ^^• 



yi ' j « -i " K > 



* For theiiuu of ihe.|ictcedmg:pannwbsiwci C^. Rukti^ge** evj4«i|ce btG;^ s lelecf cooiiAillf!*' 
of the Imperial Farlkiinent on nolo;iiz«tion from Ireland, 1847. Page ^4lo 287. 
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Arrived in Peterborough^ they determined to proceed at once to the land 
allotted them in Dummer. Having made a partial exploration of the 
township, in connection with others, and learned how to read the intelli- 
gence conveyed by surveyors' lines and posts, they hoped, from this data, 
on a second attempt, laden with provisions, to reach their new estates, as 
yet enshrouded in all the wildness of nature, and at a distance, as the crow 
flies, of nearly twenty miles from Peterborough. 

Early in the spring of 1832, they set out with this object; each man 
being pretty heavily loaded. One carried 40 pounds of pork, the second 
60 pounds of flour, and the third, a blanket for each, and a tin can filled 
with whiskey, as a medicinal cordial in the bush. Each had besides his 
axe, a tinder box, and a few minor personal effects. Their route lay for 
the most part through the wild woods, frequently entangled with fallen 
timber, over hills and through swamps, still adhering to the surveyor's 
line, but faintly marked, and every year becoming more obliterated from 
the rapid growth of vegetation. Sometimes they crept over the fallen 
trunks or branches of trees, at others they crawled under these obstruc- 
tions. Their clothing not unfrequently caught upon the projecting knots, 
and in this way the fustian trowsers of one of them became torn into - 
shreds. The most notable accident of this kind occurred while scaling a 
horny trunk, some distance from the ground, when, their owner, as if con- 
gratulating himself on escaping the greater of two evils, exclaimed, 
"We'el, its a gude thing that breeks will tear, or I wad be strung up be 
times." 

Unused to traversing the uneven surface of the bush, their toes coming 
in contact with the matted roots, caused them not unfrequently to stumble 
or to fall, and on one of these occasions the contents of the tin can, the 
object, of course, of especial care, became spilled, and to their grief and 
vexation was poured out a copious libation on the ground. Thirteen miles 
further on the lid of the can was lost, and seven yeais later, at a losing 
bee, was picked up "as good as new," and instantly recognised by one of 
the trio who related the circumstances attending its loss, to the no small 
surprise of those present. 

Towards the evening of the first day one of their number fell sick. 
They kindled a fire at the base of a large cedar tree, and within the influ- 
ence of its genial warmth, prepared a rude shelter for themselves with 
boughs and small trees, grouped togetb^ over head. Unarmed, and with~ 
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out a weapon of any kind, they committed themselves to the oare of Prov- 
idenoe, and, rolled up each in his blanket, with feet towards the fire, they 
lay down and slept. During the night the fire penetrated to the hollow 
centre of the. cedar, and wheu their slumber was most profound, it fell 
with a crash against the neighboring trees, bearing some of these with it 
to the ground. The sudden noise, in the solitude of the forest, and in the 
dead of night, was appaling ; and they fled terrified from the spot, till the 
cause of the danger from which they had fortunately escaped became ap- 
parent. It was afterwards remembered that the sick man had proved as 
fleet of foot as his companions ; and next morning he was able to resume 
the journey, and made no further complaints of illness. 

The next day the sky was overcast, and unaided by the direction of the 
sun, they missed their way, and wandered on at random, more than once 
returning upon their previous steps. At night they camped out in doubt 
and uncertainty ; but the fatigue of both body and mind caused them to 
sleep soundly. Next morning they partook of breakfast from their slender 
stores, fully realizing the danger of their position. John said prayers, in- 
voking the Divine protection and guidance. A consultation was held, and 
it was decided that Thomas R and William would beat about, en- 
deavoring to find their true bearing, while John would remain at the 
camping place, and endeavor to repair his torn garment, which now threat- 
ened speedily to become a total wreck. Accordingly, they sallied forth, 
breaking twigs and marking trees, so as to ensure the possibility of their 
return. Ere long, they struck upon the surveyor's post, and found they 
were nearer their location than they had expected ; and returning, all 
three pushed forward, and ere long they stood upon the soil which they 
could call their own. A thrill of joy shot through each. Their fatigues 
were forgotten ; their spirits became buoyant ; and feeling rich in the 
possession of so much land, they were happy in the present and indulged 
in joyous anticipations for the future. 

The first thing done was to select a nice and suitable site on which to 
erect a shanty for their joint use, until separate dwellings could be erected 
for each. The underbrush was chopped down, and the nearest trees of 
moderate growth were selected for the walk of a shanty 12 by 16 feet in 
size. They determined to do their work artisticatty. The comers of the 
shanty, formed by the ends of the logs, must be made to fit accurately, and 
with mathematioal precision. This wws a work of art for which the 

23* 



Digitized by 



Google 



172 

mecbanioal powero of Thomns R — doDo werb adoqiiafo, aad to him it wae 
oonsequently left. T&o rCBtilt Wtfs Ch&t ih6 sliinty Whfeii itt^t hat^ beien 
built in a substantial mami^ in tiiite ot fbuf AvjfB, occulted a fottnigbi, 
and ere it was finished, Hhe slender stoek of |)r<)Yision8 became exhauisted, 
and more bad to be prooufed. 

Keeler's mill, at Norwood, a amaii atraoture, with a singte run of com- 
mon stones, bad tb^ been several years in operation. Tbere was notbiiig 
to guide tbem towards it, but an idea of the general direotion in which it 
lay, in following which the sun w«a their only eompass. They started in 
the morning, and althoo^ in a straight line, Keeler's mill wiis exlj six 
miles distant, they travelled all day endeavoring to trace the route bj 
means of surveyors* posts, but without success. Fortunately, they bad 
^'blazed^' their way, and ^ere able to return at night to their unfinished 
shanty. Next morning, the last of the provisions was consumed^ and thej 
again set torth, if possible, to find the mill. The had breakfasted on a 
bone of pork, a little tea and no bread. During the day, they frequendj 
saw the red berries of the higb-bush cranberry, (yihutnum opuZus) which 
remains on the trees during the winter, but they feared to touch them lest 
they might be poisonous. They wandered on faint and weary during the 
greater part of the day, aind at length, towards evening, the welcome sound 
of an axe was heard, and pres6titly they came on the tiny clearing of one of 
the settlers of the previous year. W. P. Was chopping Brush, which his 
wife was jnling in heaps in order to facilitate ite burning. They too were 
scarce of provisions ; amd the Wandeirefs, whQe sheltered for the night, of 
necessity dispensed with their evening, as they had aliready done with the 
mid-day meal. Ne^t morning, a little fiout wad baked and dmded among 
them. After all their wanderings, they were not more than three miles 
from their owfr location, and had ttro fiiilteS eltili to' traverse beftre reaching 
the mill. Having received some directions, they agiun set out, but after 

surmounting a hill, Thomas R becaftie fjunt and sick, and asked to 

be left there to die. At length thay rebBeiwd the honae of another settler^ 
where sc^oe fiurlher fiiod. was proenredybymeaniBof whidh tfiey ranched the 
mill. Odly two other persons beiidai' tis BaHer aind hiiilMinily) l^hose name 
was Lang, then resUbsd whsre the vHlage of Nivwebdnow standft Ite miU 
wasidlc^ andaoiiherwhiiaitiorloKr QDnUbeproctbrad. Leiraii^ that a 
ftaer named Hvriey, a oon|B^«f ntths tfitaAfe^. ]»d i#h«fti im stll,^ tbay 
pr^etfMb thiiiiBr. WhanI these was m tite sheid^ birt at nost be thscflfeed 
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by them if tley wanted it. Sext was a ne# atd unexpected task) but 
they set to work with a will ; and next day bore away what wheat they 
could calTy. After waiting three days they got it ground. 

Hospitality is a virtue neyer wanting in the ear^ settlers. While wait- 
ing the motion of the tardy mill, they were kindly received by W. W 

and amply entertained. At tength, on Sunday morning, the mill was 
found at work, and ere night they had returned to their wild home with 
their store of flour. 

The female reader would like to know how they baked their bread ; and 
in antieipation of the enquiry, our ii^ormont has supplied the jNTooess. A 
portion of the trunk of a baaswood tree, about three fset long and two 
feet in diameter, was split in two halves tibrough the centre. One of 
these was hollowed out as smoothly as possible, to be used as a kneading 
trough. About three pounds of flour, with water enough to wet it tho- 
roughly, was put into this, and well kneaded. It was then flattened out 
and placed in a round bng-handled pan, the j&ont of which was held before 
the fire by xneaas of a string attached to. the end of the handle ; while 
live coals were placed beneath and behind it. Before the completion of 
the shanty, wet weather came on, which materially affected this process. 
It was then found preferable to roll up the wet flour in lumps, about the 
siae of a potato. Theae were put in holes scraped in the hot ashes, and 
covered also with hot ashes and then coab, so as to cause them to bake 
without being burned. This was found more palatable than tiiat baked 
in the pan, and in the absence of better was highly esteemed. 

At length, the shanty was completed. The roof consisted of a double 
row of basBWOod tnm^, £uniliar enough to most of our readers, but puz- 
sdli^ perhaps to a foreigner. . To make them, the trunk of a basswood 
tree, cut to the proper length, (perhaps fourteen or sixteen feet) is 4iplit 
in two halres, as neaily equal as possihle. These are then hollowed out 
the eotiie lengtih ; and when a sufficient number are ready, th^ are placed 
in position. The fitet rotr is placed side by side with the concavity upper- 
most. The second is then turned down over the proximate edges of two 
of the first, thus forming a roof impervious to water. The front wall is 
usually a few ftet higher than that in the rear for obvious reasons. Such 
is still the form of house first eiected by moat new settlers^ which in many 
instances, by tidy hands, is rendered cosy and snug, and has often shel- 
tered'more real happiness and domestic comfort than the more imposing 
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majmons of suooeeding years. To many of our readers so minnie a de- 
scription of what to them has long been familiar, may seem unnecessary \ 
but this much was intended for the uninitiated, and in a work of this kind 
could not well be overlooked. 

The roof being completed, flat stones were introduced for a hearth, and 
were also placed on edge against the wall to protect the green timber from 
the action of the fire. Such was the fire-place. During the summer 
months, no chimney was erected, — the smoke being allowed to find an 
outlet through the crevices in the unplastered walls, as best it could. A 
bed was constructed by driving small poles of a proper length into the 
wall, at a proper height, the outer ends being supported by perpendicular 
posts. Small saplings were then stretched from one of these horizontal 
supports to the other, on which were placed boughs of hemlock and cedar, 
as a substitute for feathers or straw. At night the stars were visible 
through the crevices of the shanty ; in the morning the birds sang sweetly 
in the adjacent trees, and though their couch was hard and their fare sim- 
ple, fatigued by labor and invigorated by the air and the novelty of their 
situation, they slept soundly, and rose betimes to renew their labor. 
There, in the depths of the forest, they were provided with no gun or 
other weapon of defence. Bears were not unfrequently tracked, and the 
howling of the wolves by night was so frequent as to become familiar. 
Doubtless the smell of meat attracted these hungry and ferocious 
brutes, but the human invaders of their solitary domain remained 
unmolested. 

Soon after their second stock of flour was procured, they were visited 
by two strangers, — ^intending settlers, — one of whom was a blacksmith. 
It that remote place human faces were as welcome as they were rare^ and 
the travellers were cordially entertained, and warmly welcomed to a share 
of their slender store. The new arrivals expressed considerable dread at 
remaining long with them in the absence of flre-arms; and the blacksmith, 
on retiring for the night, placed the fire-shovel within easy reach, as the 
only available weapon in case of an attack from the wild denizens of the 
woods. 

During the first few years they had neither oxen nor horses, and on 
chopping down the trees, had to roll the trunks together by what was called 
hand-logging, in the best manner they could. 
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Had their land proved good, their labor and industry would hare been 
fully rewarded; but though finely timbered, the surface .soil concealed a 
bed of stones, which almost their first attempts at culture made apparent, 
and on account of which, ere many years, they felt it prudent to part, for 
a trifling sum, with the new estates, on which so much valuable time and 
labor had been wasted, and in reference to which such bright anticipations 
had been at one time indulged. 

Notwithstanding this reverse, they did not despair, but on the contrary, 
on other lands or in pursuit of other occupations, they have ensured suc- 
cess ; and are to-day among the most contented and prosperous of our 
people. Wives and children, lands and houses, flocks and herds, have 
blessed their store, and while they often look back with a smile at those 
early days in the bush, and review their first blunders in the light of their 
after experience, no shadow of regret is felt at having chosen Canada 
as their home, or the rude wilds of Dummer as their first resting 
place. 

Notwithstanding the long distance of parts of this township from Peter- 
borough, from which most of the early settlers had to carry their provisions 
and other necessaries on their backs, and other local disadvantages, the 
settlers of Dummer made encouraging progress, and ere many years, the 
increase of their worldly store, and their farm improvements and domestic 
comforts, would compare favorably with those of some of the older 
townships. 

About the year 1834-5, a saw and grist mill were erected on the Indian 
river, at what is now the village of Warsaw. These were the property of 
the Hon. Zaccheus Bumham, and were under the local superintendence of 
Mr. Hartwell, who resided at the mills, and who conducted the first store 
there, and who as late as the year 1844 was appointed first Local Superin- 
tendent of Schools for the township. These mills, of course, proved a 
great advantage to the surrounding settlement, and formed the nucleus 
of the small village which has since grown up around them. 

Just before the outbre'iik of 1837, the militia of this township was 
organized under instructions from the Government, through Col. Brown, 
whose son was named Captain of the Dummer company, but never acted 
in that capacity. On the muster of the Dummer militia in Peterborough, 
S. J. Carver, Esq., our present Post-master, was appointed Captain 
of the Dummer company, and accompanied them to Toronto in that 
capacity. 
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Tbe Dfpiofir ouUtia twcnod •at w We 4^>«rAte ooeamoos dm?^ the 
excitement eooseqtie&t upon the nbellioB. First at thd broAkioLg out of 
tho Yonge Street fituco^ on whioh oeoasion six officers and 35 pri^ato 
from Dummer went as far aa Port Hope, and then finding their services 
no longer needed, they retained to tbeir homes. The officers firom 
Pnmmer on this ocoasion were, fSnsign Bobert Wigmjore, Sergeant-Majois 
Sampson Lnkey and John Lumsden ; Sergeant James Wason, and Coipc- 
rals William Wigmore and William Handbige. The list of the priTatc? 
on this turn out has been mislaid or bst.^ 

On the second call to arms^ which took plaoe on the 8th of Juiuarj, 
1838, the Dummer militia again mustered, and a consid^^ble number 
proceeded to Toronto. The following are the names of the officers aiul 
men who thus distinguished themselres : — 

Ensign Bobert Wigmore, S^:geant Major John Lumsd^, 2ad Sei^geaat 
Major William Wigmore, and Sergeants, James Wason, Bob^i; Sloaa, 
Hugh Moore, Charles Murphy, Joseph Pegg. 

Privates,— Kenneth Kempt, Jc^n Bobb, Thomas Bobinson, WilKam 
Anderson, Patrick Cassidy, Thomas Cassidy, John McMiUen, Fiederid 
Oxford, Henry Ferguson, John Kelly, George Sampson, Bernard McOann, 
John Clydesdale, John Kidd, WiEiMn Christie, Danid Murphy, William 
Davis, Edward Johns, John Hendron, Thomas Hendron, Jr., Hugh M& 
Intosh, Philip McGuire, James Bullock, Frederick Edwards, David P:^e, 
William Thomaa, William McFadden, Edward Payne, — Mulcahey. 
George Lumsden, Samuel Lumsden, Richard Manly, Charles Bissett, and 
William Archer. 

On their arrival at Toronto, Sergeant Joseph Pegg waa appointed Ser- 
geant-Major, and Sergeant Hugh Moore 2nd Sergeant-Major in the 
"Queen's Own." Private William Davis was appointed di:upii-majpr. 

On the return of these m^i to their hesoes, many ol them w^re disap- 
pointed at finding that from some eauae th«ir pay was not ferthoowjug; 
and a lengthy correspondence was held by the late Cpl, Bobert Wi^ore 
with the militia authorities on the sul^ect, but without any vejy s^tiafac- 
tory results. In a chapter specially devoted to the " Peterboro' Militia" 
enough has been said, it is hoped, and a sufficient tribn^ paid to the brave 

* The names memioned And those which follow were fttrnished us l»)^ the latt Col. Robeft Wif- 
ni9rf , a few dftsrt Wore hi* doeecff . 
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men of that period, who at great personal inconvenience and no small risk 
to their families, and greater lusk, prospectively, to themselves, rallied in 
defence of the Government, and in maintenance of that British connec- 
tion which is still dear to those of them who survive, and no less so to 
their children, who have proved themselves not a whit behind their sires 
in loyalty and devotion to the old flag, and in courage and prowess in 
rallying to its defence when more recently assailed. 

One circumstance is worthy of mention as an illustration of the hearti- 
ness and alacrity with which the call to arms was responded to in the by- 
gone but not forgotten crisis of 1887. An old pensioner, long past age 
for military service, came to Francis Crow Esq., during the muster, and 
thus expressed himself: — ^^'GoiuB^-dsy, Franey, I'm going too." Mr. 
Crow remonstrated with bin on account of his age and infirmities, and 
urged him to remain at home, but in vain. ^^Begonnes," said the old sol- 
dier, "Qxe Na&kees (Yankees) wounded me at New Orleans, and I'll never 
die until I have a shot at them," and the veteran proceeded with the rest 
to Peterborough. 

The first resident clergyman in Dummer was the Rev. Archibald Col- 
quhoun, who removed thither from Otonabee about the year 1838 or 1839- 
Service for some years was held in Mr. James McDonnell's house. An 
Episcopal church was the first erected in Warsaw, about the year 1855. 
A Free Presbyterian church was erected about two years later. A house 
was erected for a church in school section number four, in 1834, and 
made use of as a school house in 1842. Methodist churches were erected 
on lot number 21 in the third concession in 1850, and on lot number 26 
in the fourth concession in 1852. The first Methodist minister was the 
Rev. John Blackstock, and the first Bible Christian clergyman in Dummer 
was the Rev. John Hicks Eynon, who is also remembered as a pioneer of 
that society in Peterborough. A Bible Christian church was among the 
other public buildings erected many years ago. 

One of the first school houses was that erected near Mr. John Kidd's, 
about the year 1836, of which Mr. Charles Murphy was teacher. Miss 
Jane Batton is also remembered as another early teacher. 

The Dummer Town Hall was erected on its present site about the year 

1855, and a Free Presbyterian church in its vicinity about the year 1861. 

A Methodist church was erected at South Dummer, (as the Post Office in 

the neighborhood is called) at an early period, and a neat Baptist church on 

24 
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the sume concession line, but a little further north, both of which have 
proved a great accommodation to the worshippers in the adjoining section 
of country. In tlie vicinity of the latter- a neat and commodious 
Orange hafl was erected within a few years, in which the numerous 
members ot the brier in tie vicinity hold their customary meetings. 

Dummer has several 0aw n^ills b^id^.. those at Warsaw, ^Vii of Mr. 
Payne on the Indian river, above Warsaw, and the one known as Mr. 
Ritchie'? on the west branch, of the Ouse, having been built about the 
year 1853, and that of Mr. Enoch Reynolds, now owned by Mr. Thomas 
Buck, some years earlier. 

It should be stated that although diligent enquiry has been made, the 
dates in regard to important buildings in Ihimm'er have been ascertained 
with much difficulty, and in several instances it is ^ared they are only 
approximations to the years in which the several erections occurred. 

Dummer had the honor of furnishing a Warden to the District Council 
in the person of George Arundel Hill Esq., who was appointed to that posi- 
tion by ihe Government, and for several years presided over the deliberations 
of that body. Mr. Hill also acted as township Clerk and Treasurer, and 
Local Superintendent of Schools for Dummer for several years ; the duties of 
whidh officefs he performed with rare ability and with scrupulous care and 
precision. In several respects he was a remarkable man, and it is with 
r^^t that we find ourselves unable to do but scant justice to the memory 
of a private gentleman and a public ofScer who, during the many years he 
was asisociated with thie public affairs of his township and county, was 
highly esteemed by the community in which he lived. 

Soon after his location in Dummer, the late Captain Hill wrote ^^A 
Guide to Emigrants from the British shores to the Woods of Canada," 
which was published in neat pamphlet form of 56 pages, in Dublin, in 
1834. This little work contained much useful information to Emigrants 
in regard to preparations for their passage, and the mode of locating in 
the newly settled districts of Canada. It was evidently written with 
much care, and bears ample traces of a cultivated and intelligent mind. 

In the year 1835, Dummer contained a population of 693, In 1842, it 
had increased to 927. In 1852, the assessed value of the entire property 
was $118,835 ; and the total taxation $316.63. By way of comparison, 
it may be stated that in 1866, the total number of ratepayers was 370 ; the 
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assessed value of property $128636, and the ta^e? levied on this township 
for county rate alone, $1406.16. It has hefore lieen remarked that asses- 
sed values, convey no adequate idea of the real wealth of township prop- 
erty; as the fluctuations under the manipulations of successive Assessors 
show differences in value, the result of the ideas in regard to assessment 
,which happen to be at the time paramount! 

At the taking of the last census, in 1861, the entire population of Dum- 
mer was 1757. Of these 9l4 were males and 843 females. There 
were in 1860, 13 deaths and 65 births. 472 children were attending 
school. 

Looking at the census by origin for 1861, we find, from Ireland 292, 
England 146, Scotland 90, United States 46, Upper Canada 974, Lower 
Canada 21, other countries 5. 

As regards religion, there were in 1861, Church of England 392, R. 
Catholic 181, W. Methodist 395, E. Methodist 41, Bible Christian 191, 
Eree Church 274, Church of Scotland- 146, Bnittiiits 87, otljer churches 
50. 

BISXBICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS. 



1842, 
1843, 
1844, 

1850, 
.1^51, 
1852, 
1853, 
1854, 
1855, 



DUtrict Councillors, 
Alexander Kidd, 1845, Thomas Choate, 1848, Wm. Wigmore, 
Afexander Kidd, 1846, Thomas CfKoate, 1849, Wm. Wi^or^. 
Thomas Choate, 1847, Wm. Wigmore, 



Francis Crow. 
Franpis Crow. 
Francis Ctow. 
Francis Crow, 
Francis Crow. 
Francis Crow. 



County Councillors » 

1856, Francis Crow. 

1857, Francis jCrow. 

1858, Francis Crow. 

1859, %m. ^igmore. 

1860, Franci^ Crow. 
18(Si, Wm. Wigniore. 



18^^, Frafl^9is g^w. 
1863, Francis Crow. 
18% Rofcert AJoryison. 
186^, Qeorge Choate. 
1866, John Kidd. 



JUSTICS8 OF THE PEACS IN DIJMHBB. 



Thomas Choate. 
Sampson tukey. 
Francis Crow. 



John Kidd. 
m. Wigmore. 
. ifanley. 
24* 



John Rose. 
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LOCAL SUPERINTENDENTS OF SCHOOLS. 

1844, K. Hai'tweU. 1865, George A. Hill. 1861, George A. Hill. 

Next 7 years County 1856, George A. Hill. 1862, Dr. T. W. Poole. 

SuperintendentB. 1857, Geoi^ A. Hill. 1863, Dr. T. W. Poole. 

1852, Kev. T. Searigtt. 1858, George A. Hill. 1864, Rev M. A. Farrar. 

1853, William Manly. 1859, George A. Hill. 1865, Rev M. A. Farrar. 

1854, William Manly. 1860, George A. Hill. 1866, Rev M. A. Farrar. 



CHAPTER XXVI. 



THE TOWNSHIPS OF BELMONT AND METHUBN. 

The saryey of the township of Behnont was made in 1853, hut it was 
not for several years afterwards that settlers found their way into it. The 
first actual resident was a Mr. FLddick, who removed there with his 
family, hut was so alarmed by the howling of wolves that he soon withdrew 
to reside in the vicinity of the settlement forming around Keeler's 
mill. The first settler to whom a patent for land was issued was Mr. 
Robert Stewart, familiarly known among his neighbours as ^^ the king of 
Belmont.'' 

For many years the roads leading into Belmont were of the most prim- 
itive description ; and great hardship and inconvenience w;ere experienced 
by the first settlers in the transit, first of their slender store of worldly goods 
and afterwards in making their way to the mill and returning with the sup- 
plies necessary for themselves and fiunilies. 

Since the inauguration of our municipal system, and es{>ecially since 
Belmont became a separate corporation, large sums of money have been 
expended for the improvement of reads. The abundance of gravel has 
offered great facilities for this purpose, and the large income from taxes on 
non-resident lands has provided funds, which have enabled some ex- 
cellent lines of road to be made without greatly burdening the residents of 
the township. 

In several respects, Belmont has made rapid progress. In 1842, the 
number of its householders was 33. In 1852 these had increased to 41, 
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while in 1866 they numbered 185. A still more striking mark of progress 
is shewn in the rapid increase of school houses, mdstly of a superior kind. 
Twelve years ago, there were but one or two in the entire township ; now 
there are nine, and six of these are frame buildings well finished, thorough- 
ly furnished, and numerously attended. 

The first saw mill in Belmont was built by Mr. Jehiel Brekenridge, on 
the site of the one now owned by P. Pearoe, Esq. This was burned 
down, and the present one built by Mr. Pearce, who has added to it a 
small grist mill, the first established in the municipality. Mr. Breken- 
ridge also built a saw mill and small grist mill, at a splendid water-power, 
just where the stream which emei^s from Round lake empties into Bel- 
mont lake. There are two other saw mills besides these mentioned, one 
known as that erected by the Rev. Thomas Searight, and the other that 
of Mr, Holbrooks in the south portion of the township. 

Within a few years the "Havelock" Post Office was opened in Belmont, 
of which P. Pearce, Esq., was appointed ^Post-master. The office is kept 
at his residence on the Marmora road. A second Post Office has since 
been established, still further in the interior of the township. 

The farmers of Belmont have no reason to complain of want of success 
in agriculture. Many of them have succeeded admirably. But the chief 
wealth of the township — ^especially of the northern portion — consists in its 
minerals. In the eastern portion, iron ore is found in large abundance, 
and of excellent quality. Recently, extensive deposits of a pure white 
marble have been brought to light in its n(»*them section, botibi of which 
need bat capital and enterprise, joined with some means of transit to the 
frontier, to render them richly productive, and the '< working" of them in 
the highest d^tee conducive to the prosperity of the township. 

We pause not to dwell upon the further incidents connected with the 
settlement of this township, few of which have been detailed to us, and the 
early experiences of the first pioneers are more or less siinilar to those 
already narrated in reference to other townships. 

Belmont has had the honor of twice furnishing a Warden for the county, 
in the person of P. Pearce, Esq., for the years 1863 and 1864. Mr. 
Pearce is now one of the oldest councillors in the county ; and for many 
years has taken a prominent part in municipal business. 
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METHUEN. 

Metbuen was surveyed in 1823, but till witbin tbe last nine years re- 
mained without a settler. One of the first to push bis way into tbe town- 
ship was Mr. Jojin Vansickler, about the year 1857. Tbe little settle- 
ment then formed has increased, till, in the year 1806, the number of 
ratepayers in Metbuen was 22, and the total assessed value of property, 
$3291. Metbuen is still united to Belmont for municipal purposes. 

Tbe population of Selmont and Metbuen in 1861 was 689. Of these 
108 persons were from Ireland, 15 from England, 34 from Scotland, 12 
from the United States, 516 from Upper Canada, and 3 from Lower 
Ganft4a. 

In a religious point of view there were in 1861, Cburcb of England 132, 
E. Catholic 21, W. li(etbodist 264, E. Methodist 4, Free Church 199, 
Church of Scotland 48, Baptist 6, others 12. 

DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS. 
District Councillors. 

1843, N. C. Beattie. 1846, John Kobertson. 1849, Thos. McBumey. 

1844, N. C. Beattie. 1847, John Robertson. 

1845, N. C. Beattie. 1848, Jobn Robertson. 

County Councillors. 
MsM. — From 1849 until tbe close of tbe year 1854, these townships 
were unite4 to ^spbodel for municipal purposes. 

1855, William Rae, 1859, John Matbeson. 1863, Peter Pearce. 

1856, William Rae. 1860, John Matbeson. 1864, Peter feaxee. 

1857, Robert Preston. 1861, Jobn Matbeson. 1865, Peter Pearce. 

1858, Thomas Searigbt. 1862, Jobn Matbeson. 1866, Peter Pearce. 

JUSTICES OF THE PEACE IN BELMONT. 

Peter Pearce. Jobn H. Preston, 

Robert Preston. John titolcomb. 

LOCAL SUPERINTENDENTS OP SCHOOLS. 

1844, N. C. Beattie. 1856, Dr. T. W. Poole. 1862, Rev. Jaa. Bowie. 
County Superintendents.1857, Dr. T. W. Poole. 1863, Rev. Jas. Bowie. 

1852, Rev. 'It. Searigbt. 1858, Dr. T. W. Poole. 1864, W. N. Armstrong, 

1853, Thos. Robertson. 1859, Rev. H. McDowell 1865, Rev M. A. l^arrar. 

1854, Thos. Robertson. 1860, Rev. Jas. Bowie. 1866, RevM. A. Farrar- 

1855, Rev. T. Searigbt. 1861, Rev. Jas. Bowie. 
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CHAPTER XXVII. 

THB TOWNSHIP OP NOETH MONAGHAN. 

That portion of the township of Moitaghan comprified within tlie Coun- 
ty of Peterborough; is the rear seven concessions, and is usually known as 
North Mona^aa. As seen on the map, it may be said to be triangular in 
shape, with the apex downwards, or towards the south. It is bounded on 
the north by the township of Smith, on the west by Cavan, and on the 
east by the (Honabee river. The MiUbrook and Peterborough branch of 
the Port Hope and Lindsay raihroad traverses the triangle from its south- 
em angle, rumiing parallel with the river to the north-eastern comer, in 
which the Town of Peterborou^ is situated. This town, prior to its 
incorporation in 18&0, formed a part of tiie municipality of North Mona- 
ghan. Until that date, the popnlation and general statitrtics of the town 
are blended with those of the township, so that neither can be stated in- 
dependently of the other. 

The township of Monaghan was surveyed in 1818. The earliest set- 
tlers found tbeir wny into its northern portion in 1818 and 1819. Among 
them were Mofuprs. William Fowler,. Robert Morrison, Robert Thompson, 
John Tully, William Birdwhistle, Thomas and Robert Leadbeater, Rich- 
ard Alexander, Robert Cross, John Foster, James Wilson, Matthew 
Wilson, William Wilson, Wilford Drysdale, John Bimey and Thomas 
Spiers. 

the difficulties which many of them had to encounter were similar to 
to those ahready mentioned in r^ard to those in the township of Smith. 
Provisions and utensils had to be carried ^m Port Hope, in the absence 
of a road, mostly on the settler's shoulders, or as best they could, for 
several years. 

The first of these settlers found their way in singly, or in groups of two 
or three, roamed through the continuous forest, till having selected a lot 
of land which appeared to please them, and learning the number and con- 
cession from the recently marked posts of the surveyors, they returned to 
make the needful applieation to the Land Agent, in order to secure it. 
During this first exploration visit, one or more nights had to be spent in 
the forest, where, having kindled a fire, they lay down to sleep beneath the 
branches of a group of trees, wearied and fatigued, and worse, perhaps, 
wet and torn with the mishaps of the joumey. 
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Gradually the blue smoke from the settler's shanty, and the tiny open- 
ing in the great forest, began to appear here and there, at intervals, often 
of miles between. But the number of the shanty fires gradually increased ; 
the gaps in the woods grew larger, as ^ant trunk and tender sapling 
groaned and fell beneath the sturdy stroke of the settler's axe. Then the 
huge heaps appeared, rolled together by united effort. The flames crack- 
led and roared. Far away into the gloom of the dark forest shot the 
gleam of the evening fires, which told that a conqueror had come, and that 
civilization and the luxuries of comfort and refinement were on the way to 
cheer and enliven those rude fiistnesses of nature, and bid them smile with 
a new growth and a more prolific harvest. Gradually the cleared lands 
widened and increased into snug fiirms. The road-way wag hewn out, and 
made suitable for travel. The first rude ahanty gave way to a subsiantial 
and comfortable mansion. Flocks and herds increased ; and aa time pro- 
gressed and the population grew, the mde wilderness became a compara- 
tive garden. 

Well may the veteran pioneer pause now in the evening of his days and 
look around on the wonders wrou^t by time and industry. Proudly may 
he point to the spot where he first reclined beneath the spreading trees, 
wet with the morning dew, during that first visit to his ftiture farm, and 
contrast with that scene the present, with its broad acres and cultivated 
fields, its neat farm houses and thriftly bams, which he expects fioon to 
leave a rich heritage to his children. Well will it be for the second gene- 
ration if they emulate the thrift and industry of their sires, and continue 
in the paths of honorable toil and healthful and happy labor, which have 
already led to such noble results, and which may lead to still greater tri- 
umphs in the future. 

" Peace hath her victories, 

Not less renowned than war.'' 

And there is ample room for the employment of vast energies, consummate 
skill, and remunerative outlay, in still further subduing the soil, elimina- 
ting its forces, reclaiming its waste but luxuriant places, and making 
it subservient in the highest degree to the wants and the luxuries of 
man. 

Let not this useful work be deemed d^;rading. It presents a field 
worthy of the foremost spirits, — ^a career among the most ennobling, and 
certainly the most independent. What our fathers have so well begun, 
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«boald be pa«h^ fbrthu'd to iitill higber reBiiHs by vin tlr<iir cbiMren ; or 
cbe tko mande of hooot and Uie meed of praise ifrbich tbey have earned 
for good and noble work, weU aecottiplisliad, wOl be buried with them, or 
will pass by their degenerate sons to the stranger and the alien, to whom 
will pass the fruits ot their toil and the heritage they have achieved, 

This township is traversed by an excellent gravel road, built in 1850 ; 
whieh, if it ha« never yielded tnueh retutn to the stockhoMers, has been of 
great advantage to the section of eottntrjr it traverses. The road terminates 
in Peterborough on the north, and iltretches away in the direction of Mill- 
' brook on the south. 

From its proximity to the town, this township has at all seasons an ex- 
cellent market. This same proximity will account for the paucity of 
churches, sho^ or places of local bunaesa or remrt. The viUagps of Spring- 
ville, which of late yean haa gfown ii^ advteace, is sttUAtfid on the town 
line between this township and Qavao^ and besides a Poet Office, has a 
neat Presbyterian church, erected neajrly thirty years ago. A commodious 
town hall, built about the year 1858, mnes the purposes of townAip and 
council meetings, and besidds is used for the services of several religbus 
denominations. 

The first large instalment of clergy reserve money, after being at first 
invested in loans, was in part divided among the several wards for the 
improvement of Boads, and the remainder ikpplied to the erection of 
school houses, — in both cases greatly to the advantage of the people of the 
township. 

In 1852, the number of householders in North Monaghan was returned 
at ICO. The total assessed value of property was $143,228, and the total 
rates $300.23. 

In 1866, the number of ratepayers had increased to 269 ; the total 
assessed value of property was $152,929, and the county rate alone, exclu- 
sive of township and school rates, was $809.16. 

At the taking of the last census in 1861, the population of North Mon- 
aghan was set down at 1281. Of these, 651 were males and 630 females. 
There were in 1860, 8 dea^, 30 births, and 247 children attending 
school. 

The census by origin, in 1861, stood as follows: — Ireland 313, England 
125, Scotland 74, United States 15, Upper Canada 718, Lower Canada 
24, other countries H, 
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The census by religion shows, — Gbiirch x>t England 382, R. Catholic 
224, W. Methodist 162, E. Methodist 4, Bible Christian 16, Free church 
422, Churoh of Scotland 61, Baptist 49, others 15. 

DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS. 
District Councillors. 

1846, Charles Perry. 1848, Bobt. Thompson. 
Thomas Chambers. Thos. Chambers. 

1847, Charles Perry. 1849, Bobt. Thompson. 
Thomas Chambers. Thos. Chambers.* 



1842, Thomas Harper, 

1843, Thomas Harper. 

1844, Thomas Harper. 

1845, Charles Perry. 
Thomas Chambers. 



1860, Thomas Fortye. 

1851, Thomas Fortye. 

1852, Thomas Fortye. 

1853, Thomas Fortye. 

1854, Thomas Fortye. 

1855, Thomas Fortye. 



County Cown^illors, 

1856, Thomas Fortye. 

1857, Thomas Fortye. 

1858, Thomas Eyres. 

1859, Thomas Eyres. 

1860, Thomas Eyres. 

1861, Ed. Chamberlin. 



1862, Ed. Chamberlin. 

1863, John Lockie. 
1864,'John Gilmour. 

1865, John Gilmour. 

1866, John Grhnour. 



JUSTICES OP THE PEACE IN MONAGHAN. 

Thomas Fortye. James Wallis. 

LOCAL SUPERINTENDENTS OF SCHOOLS. 



1844, Hartley Dunsford. 
County Superintendents. 
1852, Thomas Forty6. 



1853, Bev. E. Boberts. 
Until 1866 ditto. 
1866, James Stratton. 



CHAPTEB XXViri. 



THE TOWNSHIP OP ENNISMORE. 



The township of Ennismore was surveyed in 1825. Its first settlers 
were a portion of the immigrants of that year, to the number of sixty-seven 
and their families, consisting in all of 297 souls. During the first year, 
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including the journey up from Prcscott, there were aiuong these Ennismore 
settlers nine births and twenty-three deatbfi* The official returns show 
their first year's produce (that is^fTom the date of settlement in 1825 to 
November, 1826,). to be 8,900 iushels of potatoes, 3000 bushels of turnips 
iuid 1042 bushels of Indian, com. Of the 195 acres cleared up to that 
date, 44^ acres were that fall. (1826) sown with. fall wheat. They had 
besides made 1,330 pounds of maple sugar, and owned amopg them four 
oxen, nine cows and ten hogs, purchased, by thq^nselv^s. . 

So largo a result for their first year's labor was creditable to these 
new setters, most of wh6m had not the most remote idea of the proper 
means to pursue in clearing and tilling their land. More than one of them 
attempted to bum the timber in the winter as he chopped it, and in the 
spring some of them swept the ground with a besom lest it might not be 
sufficiently clean for th^ seed about to be sown. For the first year or two 
oxen were very scarce, and instead of harrowing in the grain, it was hoed 
in, as best it could among the stumps. 

The Qhemong or Mud lake in front, was a serious obstacle in the way of 
procuring supplies; for as yet the settlers were too inexperienced to eon- 
stmct canoes of any service, and confioquently the wheat to the mill, and 
the flour on their return, had to be carried on their shoulders round the 
head of the lake. Roada ae yet were scarcely thought of; and thus heav- 
ily laden^ tiiey followed the^^blace" on the trees, through brush, swamps 
and over fallen timber as best they could. These laborious journeys and 
heavy burdens were not confined to the men, but even the women too, at 
times found it necessary to proceed, laden with grain, to mill or market, and 
in assisting their husbands and providing for their families, performed feats 
of labor and endurance of which in later times we have but a faint con- 
ception. 

Sir Peregrine Maitland visited the new settlement in Ennismore during 
his visit to Peterborough in 1826, accompanied by Col. Talbot, Mr. (after- 
wards Colonel) Alexander McDonell and others. They put up for a short 
time at the shanty of Mr. Eugene McCarthy, father of Jeremiah 
McCarthy, Esq., and partook of such refreshment as the settlement 
afibrded. . . 

During the first ten years, the population of Ennismore ratiier diminish- 
ed than increased. This was no doubt owing to the &ot that many of the 
younger men were obliged to seek in older settlements for employment at 
remunerating wages. 

25* 
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Ennismore is but a'KOiaU iowiidiip,-^ii niigbt bo fl^id a mere cora^ of 
Smith, out off from the remainder by Gfaemoog li»k€. Tkroe school houses 
supply the educational waste of Ao iDhtbitaats. It has «ear ite centre a 
Komau' Cathoiio churoh, erected maoj jears ago. There is also a Post 
Offioc, of whieh Mr. Patrick Gallivaa waa first Postmaeter. Itsseecmd 
and present Postaiastcr is Mr. Thoaias Ldiane. 

The soil of Ennismorc is Baturally rich and fertile, and notJiwithBtand- 
ing many drawbacks from inexperience and the isolation of the towBBkxpby 
water, the patient persoyeraace of the settlers, in a few years oyereasde the 
first dif&culties, and they and their families gradually grew into eompara- 
tive wealth and independence. 

Eunianore is situated on the (Mrect rovte between Peterborough and tl^ 
Bobeaygeon road. Owing to the ininx of settlers, and the extensiye 
lumbering opmatioas cairied on in the Dew townships bordering on that 
road, danng the past few years, it is the th<N?ouglilttre f<Hr tralBIc between 
these points, — the bridging of the lakes on ^ther side by the winter's ioe, 
affording the necessary facilities for such a ^tms&- ScTcral at^eopts have 
been made to sup^y this necessary Imk of commuiacaUoa bj bridgnig the 
water, and although such a result would be highly beneficM not only to 
Ennismore, but to the trade of Peterborough, all efforts of the kiiid to 
undertake such a work havi^ hitherto ended only in fiuhire. 

In Febniaiy, 1844, a by-law w«s passed by the District Council author- 
ising the appropriation of twenty-slz pounda, currency, ftom the wild Isafl 
acisesanent fund of Ennismore, <<for the purpose of building a scow and 
fhrry boat» on Mud lake, t» ply ftom Gait's landing in Enmsmore to 
Sdmisou's landing in Smiiih." The ooooeilkAr for the townd!iip and two 
oth^ persons chosen at tlie town meeting, were appcanted commissioiieis 
to have the same in charge, and to contract with a ferryman for perforah 
ing this d^ty. The tolls to be chai^dj wbiel^ w@^ v^ry Ipwy were as 
follows :— rA ^pan of horses and wi|gggG»n one shilling* A ainglo hoEse, with 
or Without a w£^;^n, ^qcpence. A yobs of o;ien 4Qd v^icle niitepeDce. 
Horned cattie per head three peace. Pigs and ealyes peir bead twopence. 
Eacli paasengov threepence. 

The ferry thus established was kept in operation for a few years, but 
wis fouiad tvoutUeflOKit aoidi eapciislve> and although a eonvenienae to the 
puj^lie^ waan^verlheiftsa. discontinued. 
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Siaee ikcB) the necesaftty for a bridge at tksi place km been frequently 
bfOQght premiBfltilj before the pvbliO) and at times ii leemed ia a fair 
vray to be secured, but has not yet been accompUsbcd* 

Im 18M a Joiai Stock Compaay wob formed to oonttruot a gratel road 
from Petorboroagh to BobcaygeoU) intending to cross Mttd lake by a bridge 
at the point mentioned, and thence parsing across the township of Ennis- 
more. Of this oompany, Augustus Sawers^ ]i!«q., was President, and 
WiUiam. Lundy, £li£u» fiurnba.m, James Stevenson, and W. S. Conger^ 
Esquires, were Directors, with Thomas White, Esq., Jr., as Secretary. 
The town adopted a by-law pledging itself to £5000. The township of 
Ennismore at a public meeting took stock to the extent of £3000, and 
stock was otherwise taken, chiefly by private individuals, to the amount of 
£1100, bot the pvqjcot, though begun under these favourable auspices, was 
never even eommeoced; and like many ot^cr less practicable schemes, soon 
passed into oblivion. As the construction of a bridge across Mud lake, 
opposite the village of Bridgenorth, is still the subject of occasional discus- 
sion, and recently engaged the attention of the County Council, it may 
not be uninteresting to quote the estimate &r such a structure, made at 
the time (1854) by Mr. Dumble, the gentleman charged with the prelim- 
inary survey and estimates of the cost of the above mentioned road. That 
for the bridge is as follows : — • 

" Across Mud lake, 70 chains, bridging to consist of piles, stringers, 
oorbals, plank and railing, 50 feet span, with swing to admit of navigation, 
—£3500. 

The absence of any current in the lake, even at high water, and the 
consequent small risk of injury to such a structure from the action of the 
ice, are most favorable cirQuinstaisoes ; which, togethec with the great im- 
portance o£ such a work to the mumcipalities iji the rear, as well as to the 
Town of PeterboDougb in fronit, give good hope tiiat means will ere l<mg 
be found to eonstruct so desirable a work. 

In 1833, the nmmfaes of porsooa aaanMedi ia Enniraove was S2 ; the 
numbai <tf acres cultrriited 118« The value of iteparopeptj as assessed 
then was $7088, and total rates fix all pttifXMoa levied oa tbe township in 
that year, $34. 

In 1866, its ratepayers numbered 185. The assessed value of its pro- 
perty was $69364, and its county rate alone, exclusive of township and 
school rates, $494.13. 
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The total population of Eauismore in 1861 was 862. Of theae462 
were males and 400 females. There were in I860, 3 deaths, 32 birthsand 
172 children attending school. 

The oensus by. origin shows, 248 from Ireland, 11 from England^ 8 from 
Scotland, 22 from. the. United States, and 572 as nativies of Upper 
Canada. 

The census by religion : — Church of England ^6, R. Catholic 744, 
W. Methodists 27, Free Churcb 24, Church of Scotland 6, and one or 
two others. 

DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS. 

District Councillors, 

Daniel Costello, Esq., was District Councillor for this tovnuahip, con- 
tinuously from the first organization of that body in 1842, until it was 
merged in the County Council in 1850. 

County Councillors, 

1850, United to Smith 1855, Daniel Costello. 
for municipal 1856, Daniel Costello. 

1851, purposes. 1857, Daniel Costello. 

1852, Daniel Costello.' 1858, Patrick Gallivan. 1864, Martin Oorkery. 

1853, Daniel Costello. 1859, John Houron. 1865, Cor. Sullivan. 

1854, Daniel Costello. 1860, P. Cunningham. 1866, Jer. McCarthy. 

JUSTICES OF THE PEACE IN ENNISMORE. 

Daniel Costello. John Sullivan: Patrick Brick. 

Patrick Sullivan. Martin Corkery. 

LOCAL SUPERINTENDENTS OP SCHOOLS. 

1844, Patrick Sullivan. 1856, Daniel Donahue. 1862, Daniel Donahue. 

County Superintendent8.1857, Daniel Donahue. 1863, Daniel Donahue. 

1852, Patrick Sullivan. 1858, J^mes Brennan. 1864, Daniel Donahue. 

1853, Dr. John Irons. 1859, James Brennan. 1865, Dr. T. W. Poole. 

1854, Daniel Donahue. 1860, James Brennan. 1866, James Stratton. 

1855, Daniel Donahue. 1861, James Brennan. 



1861, S. McCarthy. 

1862, S. McCarthy. 

1863, Cor. Sullivan. 
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CHAPTER XXIX 

THE TOWNSHIP OP HABVKY. 

About the year 1832, a number of gentlemen, soon after their emigra- 
tion to Canada, located in the township of Harvey, and commenced a set- 
tlement chiefly in the south-western comer,*near the store of Pigeon 
lake, and in the vicinity of Sandy lake. Col. Strickland in his interesting 
work on Canada, says, ''The spot chosen by them was one of great natural 
beauty; but it possessed no other advantages ezoept^an abundance of 
game, which was no small inducement to them. They^spent several thou- 
sand pounds in bmlding fancy log houses, and making large clearings 
which ihey had neither the abihty nor industry to cultivate. But, even if 
they had possessed sufficient perseverance, their great distance ^m a mar- 
ket, bad roads, want of knowledge in cropping after they had cleared the 
land, lack of bridges, and poor soil, would have been a great drawback 
to the chance of effecting a prosperous settlement. In a few years not a 
settler remained of this little colony. Some stayed till their means were 
exhausted ; others more wise purchased ready-cleared farms in the settle- 
ments, or followed some profession more congenial to their tastes or more 
suited to their abilities."^ 

Among those whose first experience of life in Canada commenced in 
Harvey, were Robert Dennistoun, Esq., and Captain Wallis, who for 
many years have been regarded as among our most worthy citizens* 

Since this attempt at settlement in Harvey, no lai^ influx of popula- 
tion has taken place, and the great bulk of the township still remains either 
in the hands of the Crown, or is owned by non-residents, who are chiefly 
lumber merchants, for whose operations the township offered peculiar fa- 
cilities in former days, but is now nearly denuded of its valuable timber, 
though still in great part covered by the forest. ' 

Among the first settlers in Harvey, was Mr. Matthew Warem, now of 
Smith, but who resided for 11 years in Harvey, and notwithstanding 
many disadvantages succeeded well in the pursuit of agriculture. 

A valuable mill site on the Missasauga river, in this township, was 
turned to account some ye«rs ago by Mr. Wm. Henry, who erected a fine 
?!aw mill on the spot, now for some years conducted by W. A. Scott, Esq. 

• "TwentY-seven yetri inCAmda \Ve«." Vol. I, page 186. 
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The mill is adjacent tD ifee Bald lakfel, wbioh are navigable for 
steamers, and by this means, the Iwpge quantity of sawn lumber manufac- 
tured there every year is shi^)ed to rafflket. 

The front of the township borders on Bucl^hom Idke, at the narnms of 
which, known us Buckhom fallat, a fine saw mill, and other maohiBery were 
erected some years Ago by John Hall, Esq^., who is also Postmcsiter ef the 
place. 

A bridge was thrown across the s[tveam at this point, which is the east- 
ern terminus of the navigation of the back lakes ; and to whieh steamboats 
ply Constantly during the summer season Sot the tcanspoit of lumber. 
^<Hall*B bric^" or Buckhom, as the place is called, is within the grauute 
or Laurentian formation, and the approach to the spot b over bouidiMrs 
of immense size, whose huge ova( badus have become partly bane, but in 
the interstices of which, trees and shrubbery still iourish. 

From Hall's bridge, a road was projected through the wild lands of this 
and the adjacent townships, intended to tap the Canada Land and Emi- 
gration Company's lands in the rear. The Town and County agreed to 
construct the portion through Harvey, and the Government undertook the 
expense and supervision of the remainder. Towards this end, the Town 
and County of Peterborough appropriated $1500 eabh ; but, at their 
soMeitation, the Government iK^cepted their aid to this extent, and undertook 
the work of the entire road. Operations were commenced in 1865) under 
the superintendence of Mr. T. F. NicoU, and three miles were constructed 
at a cost to the Govermment of afaaut $3000, including the cKpeaaes of 
the location of the rood. Durii^ the present season, (1866) J. E. Benson, 
Esq., with a number of men, has been presenting the same w(^k, <^ 
which about six miles are now completed, and in fair condition for 
travel. 

Until the present year, (1866), Harvey was associated with tke town- 
ship of Smith for municipal purposes. Having attained the neoessary 
number of ratepayers, it has now become a separate corporation, of whi<^ 
W. A. Scott, £sq.| was the first and present Reeve. The number of its 
ratepayers for 1865 was set down at 69, and its assessed value for that 
year at $42,520. 

During 1864-5, the township of Harvey was resurveyed by Tlwodore 
Clementi, Esq., P. L. S., the expenses connected with which were to be 
paid partly by the Government, and partly by the owners or lessees of 
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la^d pftient^ in iVm tdHii^Mp. This Omfitj Couneil tfuOioiiMit ^e iprork, 
bdi^Tfi^ it t6 te u^gAstty requipsd, «ttd fbf ^ beinfit tff the muoicipfllity, 
biltli^thei^ It hm MM to Htfdymt tte mondjr sd^eM in good ftith for 
the prosiB<etitidli «f Mid WOfk, AOMuintie^ in afi to $2759. 



CHAPTER XXX. 

THE NEW TOWNSHIPS. 

The new townifbipi of the Khurnij df Fetefboi^oHgh tre aomblAM isok- 
ted from the reflt of thcf Gti^nijf, ndt Otf 1^ m *bg»itA the fmfftbmsiB of their 
situation, but also on aooount of their more recent survey and setUtitft^t. 
Besides, though now nttmh«ni% avroral 4ieiiott mmikifiiUlteff, they were, 
but a few years ago, comprised in one, and have therefore a unity of 
interest, and a somewhat ^ikt hii^toty. For these reasons, we shall 
present stich facts in rderenee to tliem, cdlectively tod in detaU, as we 
have been able to gather. 

It is no jiiart of our duty, in theid pftges, to enter into the constderatien 
or discustton of the meffits or oihetwis^ 6f the new towMhips of die back 
country, as a field fbr the ^rduit of agrieidtUTe or oltittr eu'MfpnM. Suf- 
fice it to say, that ettrefu! and jMMioal observers liave given it «u^ their 
opinion that much gobd land esiste In th^se teiwni^ips ; «nd With Ihe 
opening up of ^c^lkttt cototfiiatiiAi foMh, fUmtMtg fur kito the intetfor, 
intending settlers there ate ^irovldMf With fheiUties Of itoeeis and trmmpor- 
tatio'iA which eimures them advant^ib frofti the outset, uidfiteWo in the 
early tettleneot of the <Mer townships oi* this county. 

The courageous spirits who have secured houses and farms m theite new 
townships within a few yei»^, b»ve hdd Ihr of the diftouittes to oiieo«&ter 
such as are pourtrayed in the case Of the imt settlerd of Siiilh; md 
every year, such disadvantages tfs did a;t tilrst eiist, are tdioappearing, as 
stores, nulls, school houses aad ehuveboB are beings weeted ; (hus bringing 
the UesBmgB of etviHsBttton within re»»h of altoost the furthest pioneers 
into this new region. 

26 
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The progress of these new townabips, wbioh Dine jeaiB ago were not 
only entirely unsettled, but even nnsorveyed, has been very remarkable. 
At first, in the year 1869/ they were united with the township of Smith 
for municipal purposes. A year later, a whole block of townships, com- 
prising a large area, was united in a tungle municipality ; and the increase 
of population has been such, that these one after another, were enabled to 
be set oiF as a separate corporation ; till, on the 1st of January, 1867, no 
less than five distinct municipal bodies exist, each r^ulating its own 
local affurs, and sending a Beeye to sit in our County Council. 

Such a rftte of progress, if persisted in, would ere many years, require 
the formation of a new county. As in older communities, progress is not 
uniformly rapid ; but while townships first settled assume a more station- 
ary position, in the newer and more remote localities, fresh advances are 
being constantly made into thc^ interior, and a wider area every year re- 
claimed for the dominion of man, and made, subservient to the pursuits of 
industiy. 

We begin with the first of these new townships: — 

THB TOWNSHIP OP GALWAY : 

The township of Galway lies next to Harvey, in the rear, and has tbe 
Bobcaygeon road along its western boundary. It was surveyed in part by 
M. Dean, Esq., P. L. S., in 1857, and contains 69,920 acres. He states 
of that portion surveyed by him : — <^It is well watered, and although un- 
dulating and stony in places, is generally well suited for settlemeni— 
However, in the 17th and 18th concessions^ there is a succession of rocky 
ridges which may, for the preset, retard the settlement of that section, 
but the many intervening valleys in which the soil is deep and fertile, will 
afford such inducements as will ultimatdy lead to its settlement." 

The remainder, being the south eastern «>nier; was surveyed by W. 
Drennan, Esq., P. L. S., in 1860. Of this the report is less favorable. 
The surveyor says : — 

'^ I ragret that I cannot give a very favoraUe report of^ the quality of 
the land in the greater portion of that part of the township surveyed bj 
mc, much of it b^ing little better than bare rock." 

" There are, however, patdieg of several hundred acres each of very 
fair land in many places ; and land appears to improve very much in tbe 
north east comer." 
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*^ The Hue of junction of the limestone with granite or gneiss runs 
across the south west course of the township of Galway, as shewn on the 
plan ; the former Ij^ing to the south west and the latter to the north cast : 
several other rocks crop out between the two, especially a description of sand- 
stone which seems well adapted for building purposes, being very compact 
and at the same time easily worked, and of a beautiful color. '^ * 

'^ There is somo very fine pine timber, both white and red, much of it 
being from three to four feet in diameter. It is the only timber of much 
commercial importance, except perhti^ tamarack, there being very little 
elm and no oak. The most frequent descriptions of hardwood timber are 
maple, basswood, iron-wood and beech." 

During 1858-9, settlers flocked into this township in eonsiderablo num- 
bers. Among the first of these were, Messrs. Thomas B. White, James 
Lyle, John Gou)ter, John Lambert, John Hesderson, John Allan, John 
Doherty, Eobert Furdy, Thomas Probert, Thomas MoGahey, Anthony 
Lawrence, John Healey, Maurice Hartnett, John T. Henderson, William 
Casey, Wm. Craig, Thomas Morgan, Thomas Bick, Duncan Moulineaux, 
Andrew Hamilton, Michael Flaherty, James Flaherty, William Leeson, 
Michael, George and John O'Brien, Maurice Sullivan, Michael Kane, 
James Purdy and perhaps others. 

During the first year of settlement, an average of about three acres 
was cleared on each lot ; now, in 1866, the total number of settlers 
is 122, and the clearings on the lots settled YfiH average probably 20 acres 
each. 120,000 acres of land are assessed in Galway, for 1866, and there is 
said to be some good land still unoccupied. 

At the time the first settlement was made, the Bobcaygeon road was 
only partially completed; and the nearest point for milling and maricet 
was Boboaygaoa yiUagc, 4 dtstanoe to the settlers of from nine to eighteen 
miles. The first store in Galway was opened by Thomas Probert, Esq., 
in 1860, at his residence on lot 7, concession A, on the Bobcaygeon road. 
Mr. Probeirt ^i^asalso the first Postmaster, bis office having been opened in 
1860. He is also a Justice of the Pea^e, imd has for three years r^re- 
sented the municipality in the County Council 

The ftrst clefgymen who visited 6«lway, were the Bev. John A. Dowler 
and the Ber. Oeoi^ H. Kemiey, of the Methodist, the Bev. Mr. Clark of 
the Presbyterian, and the Bev. John Vicars, of the Episoopal church, 
Lindsay. At Silver lake, religious services are held every Sunday. 

26* 
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The U76ro-kf^p«» of Galwajr are 3Ir. TboiiMS tt^ White, on lot 1 co& 
cemou A> «q4 Mr. Jo|¥i Kdgar^ of Silvjer lnU. 

During the fi»i jcan of HeUkmeoi, bears wore fxcqaently met witk 
and the hgwlbg of wolveq was not unnaal. 

The improvement of tho Bobcaygcon road, and abo the opening up d 
roads in the interior of the township, have materialfy improved the pros^ 
pects of the settlers, while the facto already SMitioned bear wttttess to tbe 
material pvogresa wUeh haa bcca. made ia a &w brief yeacs. 

A refercnec to the eensns for 1861 shomi that Oalway. had th^i a popu- 
lation of 352. Of these 171 were males and 181 females. Ihiring 1860 
there was one death and 16 births in this township. 20 efaiidren were re- 
tamed as attcndHig sehooL 

The census by refigion, as taken in 1861, shows : — €h«rcii of Sn^asd 
105, R. CathoHc 149, W. Metihodists 12, Free Ohurcli 16, Ohar<& of 
Scotland 6, Baptists 9, other Methodists 24, and other ohurehes 31. 

The names of the Reeves and Township Gkrks of this and the other 
new townships will be found in tabular form in a future page. 

The number of ratepayer^ in Qdwi\y in 18$6, was 122 ; the im 
assessed value of property $20110, and the sum levied for epunty las 
$76.85. The assessment roll shows 12 of the first and 58 of tlie secoiK 
class militia for that year. 



THE TOlWfiejm OF ONQWW^. 

Proeeeding farter along the Sobcaygeoa road, tiie next towafiiiip P 
GrsHmwj is Snowden, This tewnahtp was ianreyed ia ISid h^ M. Bcbl 
Esq., P. L. 8. To eonvey a general idea of its topognqphj, we qaote the 
following from his oflMal report : — 

'^ ¥ot the purpotse of more fully describing the land and timber, I hai« 
made a tracing fVom the plan to accompany tlie retams, on whialtk I hvt 
divided the township into five sections — ^number one embracing tlie nordi 
and north-western portion of the township, is a traet of liardwood lioil 
oompoaed of a sa^y loam toil, geaefa%: atony uid T^f m jdaoee; tbe 
previtiling tnn&er is i^iaple, beeck, etin, ^krah, ft^emloa]^^ tnxmoid, baonmod 
and balsam. Seetion number two m a amaU traelof infoicKr loud, vert 
rocky, and timbered with pine, heailo(^ and bdtWA. £[ecti^^ SLiOfflber 
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thrf e i^ ^n es^ tepsive i^^t of \^}k coUiag I|i|^d, ^mg 4 eucQopiqn rf Ulk^ 
^i^» *9^ llQolls, the suinmits of jihioh ^ pU «AP^ Qf ^ ?o<)ky) while 
the intervening valleys, owing to deposits wa/dip^ fcoip the auxDQunding 
hcii^t3, pQgspss a deep, rich and fertile soil \ tl|e principal tiniber is pine, 
hemlock, cedar, balsam and tamarack, eacjf r^pHwg P^W^^^^^^vely according 
to its abundance, and with respect to the pine, of ijrhich there arc white 
and red, the former is not of a g;ood quality, and th^ latter is generally too 
small for merchantable timber. Section number four ia a tract of land 
which was burned about twenty years ago, and is now oyerrun with a 
second growth of poplar, birt^, hemlock and pine, Section number five is 
a small tract of undulating land of good quality, timbered with maple, 
beech, basswood, hemlock, elm and ironwood ; the soil is sandy loam, and 
stony in ^bees." 

The following were among the first settlers of Snowden : — Messrs. S. S. 
Peek, J. K EdnisoD, Henry BUbnifloo, Biehavd BfteCcMktti, W. B. 
Bn»ver, Stephen Moo», ^. 6. ^Oarratt, AcdiiMA Soott, Bobett Bitchie, 
Samj Agglbf^one, John ScbsSte, David BttdiMMngh, Bafvid Chalmers 
and Andrew Chalmers. 

The want of roads, mills and stores, were among the disadvantages of 
the early settlement, but the latter were ere long supplied, by the spring- 
ing up of the village of Mindeii, ia Iba adHaceiit portion of the township of 
lijjinjjpp, wl4c^ at on^ bwj^e tb,e chief mj^yrfc^^t ^4 plfi^e of tra^e of this 
apd a4|oini»g townships. 

In consequence of this pvgxiMky lo the village of Mtnden, Snowden 
hm m l^#W^ f^&m^i ¥<? f^ OiiW, §n4 ^p t^nm- S. S. Peck, 
JSsq^ ipFfep ^4r mr^H^ y^Jfs ^. \>m^ ^^ »^Yt 9^ ^ t^vpship, is also 
ai*u^^9f^Pfg4?^,*CosnwuagiQRer ir % Qi^fm'n Bepioh, and also 
Isiuer ftf MmifigP I^^R^r Mr. B^JNrjfe W{M^ w^ fi^^t Reeve of 
Siipw^Q) 9St^ i^ m^^m ipto ^, ^^ra^ 9u^^p9Uty. Tb^ names of 
%m^ ^^»^mmy4j 4)1^ ^^ ^$PP i» tlie ^re^t miimaJi^itiea, and 
%h9m of ftc^'^ftl tew i^feip Q]^Ji»y *©., F4Ji fee iiv#B lW!|«a|fer in lobular 

A Wesleyan Methodist Church was erected on lot 15 in the 13th con- 
jismif>n, in 18^ f hi» ficiia^beol ^wap, kn«wn m '^Peck's/' was erected 
OB loiS^ oeiiceiiBion A. The ^if^ teoatoea were Meaaro. I^odsea C. Gar- 
rett, St^hen Munn, anil William Heartell. The &rai teaeher was Miss 
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M. A. Peck. The second school house in Snowden was that now knowa 
as belonging to Section no. 4, on lot 16, concession A. Mr. Thos. Smith 
was the first school teacher. 

Bears, foxes and wild cate were plentiful, and are still occasionally met 
with, hut occasion no special inconvenience. 

At the taking of the last census, (in 1861) Snowden had residents, from 
Ireland 25, England 15, Scotland 5,. United States 6, Upper Canada 125, 
Lower Canada 1, other countries II. 

There were, members of the Qhoroh of England 88, E. Catliolic 12, W. 
Methodist 34, E. Methodist 11, Free Church 2, Church of Scotland 22, 
other churches 19. 

The total population was then 188, of which 110 were^naks and 78 
females. 

The. asBessment roll for 1866, i^ows ihe names of 83 ratepayers in 
Snowd^. The total valuation of prop^ty for that year was $17666, 
and the county rate $93.72. The militia enrolled were, first class 23, 
second class 32, third class 10. , 



THS TOWNSHIP OF MINDBN. 

The township of Minden was surveyed by J. W. Fitzgerald, Esq., 
P. L. S., in 1859, and contains 46,000 acres. In his official report to the 
Commissioner of Crown Lands, he thus speaks of it : — 

<^ I am pleased, Sir, to be able to report veiy favorably of t^iis township, 
which is now being fast settled with an industrious and intelligent class of 
people, composed chiefly of emigrants of a few years' experience in the 
country, who have acquired a good knowledge of Canadian life. There 
are already several large clearings varying from two to fifteen acres, the 
greater portion of which is under crop; the soil is generally composed of 
sandy loam, in some cases resting upon a substratum of clay and gravel, it 
is of good depth, and capable of afiording a profitable yield to the industri- 
ous husbandman.'' 

" The timber in the township is principally beech, maple and pine of 
average sise, and weU balanced to supply all the wants of tke inhabitants; 
there are occasional cedar and spruce swamps, which, by a little draini^, 
tould be rendered exceedingly fertile. The Grull and Burnt rivers have 
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their sources in Minden ; upon them are several mill privileges, which will 
soon be required to be put into operation to satisfy the demands of the 
settlers. There is (me mill site pn Gull river, on lot no. 3, in the 3rd eon- 
cession, having an unbroken fall of 14 feet, and capable of being easily 
applied." 

^^A large portion of the township is occupied with lakes, in which 
Sahnon Trout are very abundant, and from three to five pounds weight. 
Beaver, Mink, Otter and Martin are very abundant all through this part 
of the country, and Deer are very plentiful' I have counted as many as 
seventeen in a drove." 

" The geological and mineral features of the country are also deserving 
of some notice. The formation is entirely granite, and orops out in a 
north-westerly direction, at right angles to the ridges which define the 
valleys and water-courses, in a north-easterly direction. I have found 
good specimens of galena, which would probably yield from 30 to 50 per 
cent, of lead, and 20 to 30 of sulphur ; evidences of oopper ore also exist, 
though not abundant.'' 

The first settler in Minden was Mr. Francis Kent, who located himself 
there in 1858, before the township was surveyed. In 1859, the following 
settlers found their way into that township : — Messrs. Malachi Campbell, 
William Murray, James Murray, Harry Dawkins, James and Henry 
Bums. 

The first saw mill in the township of Minden was built in 1860, by Mr. 
Wm. Gainor, on Beaver creek, on lot 9, con. A.' Mr. Bichard Smith also 
built a saw mill in 1863. ' 

The Village of Minden. — The village of Minden has the distinction 
of being, in a sense, the pivot around which the more remote of the new 
townships may be said to revolve. It is there that clergymen of the dif- 
ferent religious denominations reside, who, by their ministrations, supply 
the spiritual wants of all the adjacent townships. Thither the settlers 
from a large area around fiock to mill, market, store, Post Office and Di- 
vision Court. So important a place is worthy of all the details which we 
may be able to give. In the editorial columns of the Peterborough Review 
of October, 1860, we find the following memorandum of a visit to this 
place, a Httl* more than six years ago : — 
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<* Oull fi^, or «lii;l to tlito trtv^ltar on (tie BoboftjgoMi fo«d ii m(t 
niflod m mUk, k • boiy qpc*. It » tiw oeirtre for tbe ^e districtBor 
roundini^ it, and Mr. Daniel Bunk, wiM> keeps a taveni tbere, basliislinik 
full, iMtaUy, le ^Qtertait kit gneMa. He is makmi^ prepsratMii to enet 
a laige frame building to be used as an hotel ; and hopes to have itap 
this fall. The lot OHKMiite his plaee, lot three in Hinden, foming ^ 
corner, bounded on twp aUes by the 6nll rirer and the Bobcaygeon road, 
has been reserved by the Oovemment, and the settlement oi the fiaee is 
somewhat retarded in eonsequenee of thia. A petition is now inooaneof 
signature praying the Oovemment to oause it to be surveiyed as a tows 
plot, and plaeed on sale with settlement conditions/' 

Mr. Daniel Buck, it will be seen, was the first hotel keeper in Miodea. 
He was abo the first Postmuilier, and the office, first opened in I860, bar 
ing then only a weekly, is now suf^lied with a tri-weekly mail. Mr. 
Thomas Youpg opened die flnt genend st(»« in Minden in lS60,v]ue)i 
was fi>Uowed by that of Messrs. Oeorge and H. Andrews in the M of 
1862. To these have since been added the stores of Messrs. Wm. Jkjoik 
Andrew Bell, Francis Mason and James Laugton. 

A saw mill, at a faHs about a mile above the village, was bniH in 1861, 
and a frame grist mill at the same place followed in 1862. The ilist 
mill had one run of stones, was commenced and partioHy comj^ted bf 
Mr. J. W. Cummings, and then passed into the hands of Mr. Francis 
Moore. 

The Methodist minister who first vbited Minden, and the neighboring 
townships, was the B-ev. John A. Dewier, who wa% stationed at Bobcay- 
geon. His successors in the work were the Rev. James W. Sloan, Rev. 
Wm. Sheridan, Hev. Wm. Sliortt, and the Rev. W. H. Selw^^. 

The Free Presbyterian church also sent missionaries into Minden and 
the neighboring townships at an early period. Among these was the fov. 
Williatn Clarke, who officiated for two years, (186(i and 1861.) The 
Rev. Walter M. Roger in 1862. The Rev. James McNaughton in 1863. 
The Rev. Mr. Reeve in 18^4, who resided in Minden. Rev. J. W. Ferris 
in 1865, and the Rev. J. W. Bell in 1866. 

The Rev. John Vicars of the Episeopal chuo^^h, Lindsay, afao minisi^ 
ed to the spiritual wants of the new settlers in Minden and the ncigbboi- 
ing townships, at intervals, for several years. In 1865, the Rev. fiff- 
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Burt, a clergyman of thai ohmrch, wu kwated at HaUiMirkm, in the town- 
ship of Djflirt, ttat remcyvvd durbg the ttune yeac to Mindea, wheiehe has 
since rended. 

The Episcopal Method&ts were among the ea^est in occupying this 
new field. The Rev. Mr. Egan was the pioneer tk this church in Min- 
den in 1861. He has been followed foy the Rev. J. B. Sparrow, Rev. 
Tobias Myres, Rey. Abraham Maybee, and &q Rev. P. L. Sparrow. 
These gentlemen's attentions have not been confined to Minden, but as 
well as the clergymen of other denominations, haye freely visited all the 
back townships. In 1862 a Methodist Episcopal church, a log building, 
was erected at Austin's narrows, on Kahshagawigamog lake. A Wesleyan 
Methodist chnrch, also log, was erected in the township in 1863, while the 
viHageofMinden possesses two churches; the first, a Free Presbyterian 
church, a frame building, erected in 1864, and the second, a Wesleyan 
Methodist ehuiefa, meoted in 18d&, also a frame bttilding. This last is 
used by the resident deigyman of iihe Gluirdi <^ England, in the absence 
of any church edifice of his own. The Bible Christian church was repre- 
sented at Minden as early as 1862, of which the Rev. Mr. Browning was 
the first minister. 

From what has beei^ said of the numj[>er of christian churches repre- 
sented at Minden, and the variety of Rev. teachers who during a &w brief 
years have ministered to the spiritual wants of that people, it is evident 
that Minden has been highly favored in this respect. Founded in 1860, 
it has had during the six years which have elapsed, no less than nineteen 
religious teachers representing five christian churches ;— a number and a 
variety considerably in advance of much older localities. Were the term 
not incongruous, as applied to such a subject, we should certainly have 
written Minden down as a decidedly /ase place religiously. 

The first school house in Minden was erected at the village in 1860, of 
which the trustees were Messrs. Daniel Buck, senior, William Beavis and 
T. L. Moore« The second school was organized at Peterson's comers 
in 1864. Four others have since been added througfaoiit the town* 
ship, making m mSUol houes in ail, a cifopni^nee which alone speaks 
volumes tot tke ettterprii» and intdligenoe of so yevnga commsnity. 

The hotel already mentioned is kept by Mr. Daniel Buck, senior, was 
on the Victoria side of the of the Bobcaygeon road, and has since passed 
...... 27 . • ■-.*■• 
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into the faabdi of Ub iMb Jdht, ttd aoib icdouUy' ti^ tcpi bgr Mb jottn^ 

opcnded by Mr. BeDJtmiB Sawyers in 1863. A second at wfinb distaDcr 
from the village, is kqii by Mr. William Gervaas. 

A Di^sion Gdurt^li^ aiCiUiA^ Ifit MttSeB %i Tft5, Ct nAildi H* 
Honor R. M.'BMielKV, Ikq,, Stg^'fUft^ 0m(jty,'^r^ies. iS/S. P^ 
Esq., is Gi^k/and ttr. ll. C. OiA>kt. fiaffii; ^4e t^turt. 

Wniiam (raiDor, jfisq., of tfie townsliip of ^^ is a tru8ii& of tlif 
Peaoe^ as ia also the Keeve of Min^eb, an) tlie ^^ves W t£e 'towDstiipE 
adjoining. 

William MeKelvcy, £sq., who for loa^y y^ars h^ acted aa Ckrk d ^ 
mnnioipaUty of Minden, n also a Gonunissioiier of the Qofim's ^eneh nd 
Issuer of Maniage laoonaeg. 

The totid popoUlioh of ^e townUiipa i£ MbBeti i^ Stanfioftein 1861, 
was 200. Of diesellO^eifemdBsi&ld 88 females. 

There 1fere&oinli^Wd!49/l(iig^^^ ^^"l^^^^cfb/^nTe^lft^ 3, 
U]^per Ciikiadk l36, Ldirer Ci^nad'a 1,' ot^er c^iuiines 1. 

Asr^;ard8 religion, there were (in 1861) Chnrch of England 32, R 
CathbHc 4,lAr. Mtlj(ia&t'*9,fere <JiiriiiW*l, fr^ ff&J^\ (%m^ 
of Scdtland '1'4, 'aiiii 5Baptwts"2. 

The Assessnfenjb' Boil for 1866, shows th^ number of r&taMmrs for 
that year to be 188, thcrtotal yalue oif assess^ P^^^^^ l^^f^^r ^^ ^^ 
county rate $114.79. Thd militia of Minden fer 1866, were, Ist class 27, 
2nd class'68, third class 27. 



This township wa§ surveyed by C. R. Stewart, Esq,,-P. L^S.pn I860. 
He says of it in his official report: — 

'' The lafid fo tfiis tDW08hJf is mofe hilly nd ^liididstiBg ^thafr^a Mm- 
den and tiMeoil is^geMesUy Hgbtar; lUittti Waeiiam txf hbai^rmoittiy 
referred to, flowing into Big Bushkonk, are a series of hardwood ridges of 
moderate nefgnt; the sou m the yalleys between them u yeir ndu but oo 
them 18 light and stony ; the abd^e water chain flows through several hip 
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intA ttet w|Umw i» yU6h long heSm the kod vm «ivt«»3^ Hq was 
«feilidiifi.}M%krM&X^(f^«9t Ai ttMim aadin 188A.ky. Mm». Imff 

(We^fttTk) a&mvd aivnly ffittiftf Webb «ni 3ta«ftiiiMDL Oktk. 

Stanhope can hom% oC4rwo 8«w-mill0, the fifgt of iwiiich was erected in 
136%i Iqr- Ili« WlKftlRuQMifCPO, oti tho noctli. hnqcb ri^er iowiqg into 
l«bt^X)»#«ik^ V^^ iicil»d) Wis btuliL hj,. QiDieL Bsofc,^ mmar^ on the 
west branch fljiwiog iftliiL Iktolillke. A durdiaqt miUi on. the eMtt hraoch, 

was <K)iu»g!p^ ip W W-i^'wf r^ ^^^i^'^^H^.^S^ ?^ Wy 

completea. 

Stanhope, as yet, has neither store nor grist n]|^ c}^(^ (tf 9G^pi9]i^ ^ 
Post Office? is expected to be opened siOiortly^ Clergvipen, froni Minc^en 
and el8<awhere, visit the town ship and officiate^ in ppyat^ ^^Y?5^t* ?^ ^" 
c^me a separat$ QLUDicIpality m ISGC^ and in that year had. the nan^s of 
51 ratepayers on ita assessment roll. Its total a|^^ pi^Jf r|.y % thaj 
year was $8998, and iU county rate ^51.82. Itp militia w^ eprqljled. as 
foUowed^ Isj; class 17, 2tid class 17, 3rd olfl?« 9^ 

The townships tf Sj^wjrt, Dndky, Haroourt, CNii^brd, Harbum, Bruton, 
Havelock, Eyre and Clyde, nine townships "en bloc,'' are the property of 
% €fj^i!|^i I^i^sA 9^^ Ihwgj^ioo Owipwiy, (limi^d) otLoodo?, Bng- 
land^^apJjbaUg§(),QOQ, st^riiijg. 

In ld§l^the eompray agreed to pnrchase these townships, and one 
pthec in. t^ Cofinty (^ Viotbrk, from the ^own Lands department, on 
whiq^: they paid. 4own o^er tld^jMO-. By the terms of the purchase, it was 
agteQl.that the ooaipany were not to pay Ibr land covered '^ by ^lakes, rivers 
or sif^mps^ and that certain aHowances were to made for roads, £c. 

An exploratory survey was made by Mr. Gossage, P. L. ^., who w^s 
subsequenily entrusted wiih the survey and subdivision of the towi^ships 
into farm lots of 100 acres each. The original terms of the agreement 
were, in the opinion of the company, not adfeed to by. the Government,. 
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and a great d^ of negotiation took piaco on ib« atAjoee,-- tlie tenan »oft 
being finally setiiled until Angost, 1864. 

By the agreement eatered into, (published in the report of the Ooomiis- 
sioner of Crown Lands for the half year ending SOih Jtme, ISM^ it 
Bpjffms that the area of the in teimshipe is 498,1 26 aeras, from whieh ^ 
CommisnoMr dedwflad 41,000 acarea ibr area oo^med by swamps, Jbe., 
leaving 302,125 acres to be paid for at tfie lale of 60 oante per acre. * The 
ordinary settJemeDt dutieB are to be performed on an area of 2(1,544 
acres, within a period of 15 years from 1st Janaary, 1865. 

Ten per cent of the porehase money is to be reminded to the oolnpany 
for the coDstniotion of leading fines of road thtongh Aeir lands, svAjeet 
to the inspection of the Superintendent of Colonisation roads. 

The purchase of the ten townships was completed in May, 1865, when 
a patent was issued to the company, and a ProTincial Act of incorporation 
was subsequently obtained. 

The difficulty of arriving at any definite arrangement with the Crown 
Lands department, and variotis other matters for some time retarded the 
operations of the company. Among these may be noted the case of 
'^Gbssage vs, the Company,'' which excited considerable interest at the 
time ; the question being the fair interpretation of the following words in 
a contract "average for the year 1861 of the acreage cost of the Gbvem- 
ment surveys," — the various officials of the Crown Lands department giv- 
ing three different average rates. Under these circumstances, the company 
can in fact be only said to have been in active operation for a little over 
two years. 

In September, 1868, the present Secretaiy, tten unconnected with the 
company, made a trip with the Surveyor to the township of Bysart. 
There was at that time no access at all to the townslup from the |Sobeay- 
geon road, except through the township ^ Minden by a porti^ road or 
rather track of three miles to the foot of lake Sahshagawigamog, (mw gen- 
erally called Kushog by the settlers) and thence by water. The inhabi- 
tants numbered about half a doien settlers, two of whom werecid trappers 
who had "squatted'' there before the company was heard of. In the fall 
and spring, before the ice had thoroughly formed and before it brdce up, 
these families were prisoners in the township, dependent for sustenance on 
the company's store, — at that time by no means furnished with the luxu- 
ries and comforts of civilised life. It is djae, howevw, to^the company to 
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state that they assisted some of the early settlers who were unable to 
earn a livelihood, in a most liberal maimer and for a considerable time. 
The nofr rising Tillage of Haiibarton) at the head of lalce Eoshog, existed 
then only to the eye of faith and prophecy, there bdng but one small 
shanty, minus a roof, in which the gentleman above mentioned bivouacked 
for a few days. ' 

The finrt commenoement of a road through Dysart was made at that 
date, September, 1863, and was completed in the summer of 1865 as far as 
HaUburton. Itis now open to the Petermn road,frDm which the company 
are elearing off the brush whidi has grown up dnce its construction by 
Government. Through the joint exertions of the company and the ad- 
joining munidpalities of Snowdon and Minden, a connecting road has also 
been opened to the Bobcaygeon road, at a point about two miles south of 
the village of Minden or Gull river. The Burleigh and Buckhom 
roads, when completed, will give more direct access to the coihpany's 
block. 

The character of the country is undulatbg, studded with beautiful 
lakes of from one to fift^n miles in length, fed by streams containing many 
excellent mill sites. The scenery is everywhere picturesque, and the air 
extremely healthy. The soil is a rich sandy loam, and of its fitness- for 
agricultural purposes, a sufficient proof is afforded by a reference to the 
report of the Provincial Exhibition in 1865, held at London, C.W., where 
it will be seen that an assortment of farm produce from the settlers in 
Dysart obtained a special prize, and the grain was particularly commend- 
ed by the Judges. The country is jdso admirably adapted for stock 
raising, and for sheep farming as the clearings increase. The timber 
is principally good hardwood, with sufficient pine for local purposes. 

An excellent gristmill at HalibuHon sup^ies the wants rf ike commu- 
nity^ and there are also a saw mill, store and boardiog house, Post Office, 
&c. Lots have been graated by the eompany to the various religious 
denominations for the erection tiieieoa of places of worsh^». Three school 
sections have been formed, and an Agriooltuial Society has been properly 
organized. 

The first settiers in Dysart were, Messrs. David Sawyers and William 
and James Murray, who located there in 1868. During the following 
year, they were joined by Messrs. John and James K. Brskine, — Leeper, 
Richard Thompson, Stephen Thompson, Geoi^ Thompson, James Hoi- 
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laiid, W}fiim ^?flHwAi Wef». A^^t J*!t ^m§^ Vijtt»v ft^ijHWi. 

The «^T^ xoilif lOfef efe »W^^ ^ ^^ 

school were Messrs. John Lucas, J. R. Ersldne and John S^^Ali^*. Oit& 
other schpol now exists ip I>;fwurt, eredb^i^ 1866, and t^^J^i by, }|is8 
A. Giggios/wbose sister wai; te»fafr ^^ ^^®:^^^^ HS^t'^^KW 

ami Mr. SfJ^nei ^flcl^etla^ ^q;^ iw^ %. Wigi, yfi«,, A iiwfc«wiith, 
ciff|)^nter ^p4 othjg;^tr^^^ fte JMF.%K;a\»flf^<»?«j 

Anepteiyfi4sg.^#yhaB i^ff^t^ b]^>,.w9^ 91(^1%$^ W^ki^ 
inte^^ed to rjiif ftpm Hal%^^, to t?^, ftot^ of I#%.5iwh«^ ^nrfka, 

from ^«^«Jb, <*. ^*??Sfl:^^^'^* 1? Wl®9r. 

Bja^ft h^ bo^p seit of thw je (^m tQKftr 

ships of the company as a separate municipality, John Lucas, Esq., h&m^, 
the first Repye. 

On thQ \^hole, the progress made in this lawnshij^^ sp,^^ ^^ ^.h^ ^^| ?f 
our beautifiil county, cimnot be looked upon as otherwise thap 6i^]>lj!^- 
ing ; and the la^ capital w^ic^ the coppaojjr have ipyested. iii ti^^ l^i^ 
is a sufficient guarantee that tbey w;ill do all ia their power to ^^yf|f|!e. 
settlement, from which alone they can hqp^ to realize, any. CQnsid^[|ihIe 
profit. 

RESYBS AND CLEBKS. 

For concfsene^' of de^t^^ as well as ease of reference, ilie f(^oi^ng 
statement has been prepared| showing the date of the foi^ipiatioa of, qgf . 
municipalities in tli^ back country^ and.the,nam<»3 of th$ lif^^i;^^ 9|b4. 
township Clerks who have successiyely or severally performed the important 
trusts coauiutted to Hbem qdl^i^ deetion or apfxiintment to these offices. 

Tke muniQipriify first JNrmfdy is the back country, — as we suprose it 
must still be oalled^-^was composed otih^ townaliips of Oalway, Sniowdeii 
and Mindtn, in t|e Oowitf of>Bqt«DbB9ong)i, and-these of Anson and Lut> 
terworth in ike Caupty of : Vi«tariB^ % as yei the two counties had not been 
separated. The municipality as thus formed came into official existenee 
00. tibd fttst of J«^MR[77 19^9a ^^.999^m%ii to. co^iise the sane town- 
ships % two yewffr. 4i ^^}p^^ of 1861 , 4iaOP «ftA Lattmrorai> beino; 
OA t^ Yictorj#,9^qttl|§,t^^i^ lii9§, wi^lire^. oa.thf scpatatiou of 
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that eouttty from "Piiicrlitiro^r^, ^MUg m'MSKdi«Itj formed a5 men- 
turned below. Other wit]|dr»walf, have graduillj been made as new 
townshiiNi became pot^eflBed of a 8u|&cieat iiumber of ratepayers to entitlis 
them to a separate muDieipal extttenoe of their own; ao that in J 867 we 
find five distinct municipal counoils, with their officers and legal powers, 
where six years ago, little save a wild wilderness, but partially surveyed, 
existed, ^uch has been the growth ^d prosperity of these new town- 



T ABUI/AR ' ffrATiiihn<T 

O/Reevesy Clerkt, and MunicipaiitieM. comjpoBea of the new Townships, 

flrom January , 1866, to January, 1867. 



Year 



1860 

1861 
1862 

1862 
1863 
1863 



1865 



Townships e(^9|piri8bg 
Municipalities. 



Galway, Snowden, Minden, 
Anson and Lutterworth 

The same 

Snowden, Minden and 
. Stanhope 

Oalway 

Mmaen and otannope.... 

GaljRWr 

Snowden ,........, ..... 

'Minden, "(Stimhtope'ibid &y- 
sart 



Jnowdei^ p... 

1tf&dbh,'Siibhope imd J^- 
krt 



Beeye. 



Township Okilc. 



Charles Austin. 
Thomas Probert. 

a. 8. «^<*. 

Thomas Probert. 

Jtiomfi8]?iobert. 
S. S. Peck. 

T^* MoGaughey, 
S, S.IPeck. 



Chsms' 'il^tttUn. 
Thonl&s'Piobeift. 

.S.J.,?eck. 
Jp 






Galway 

Mindfen and Dysart . . 

SiaWayi......... TldiiitoPMJBWt. 

Stanhope (1st year) Jame^MliVHBiB. 

,§WJI^«^ 

Mmaen 

wWway 

'8Canb»fM 

Py8trt,Ae.<lsiyMr). 



Wm, Hartle. 
Wm. McKelvey. 

Wm. McKelvey. 
Wm. Leeson. 

'[m. McKelvey. 

m. McKelvey. 
Wm. Leeson, 
Benj. Bothwell. 

Wln.MaSifl%. 
Wnu.LfKSon, > 
Francis P^k. 

Wm.Lefctaan. 
jjgnmcis iPeok. 
win. McB^ehey. 
eftj4rtob1iii'!Mn. 
0b6^ J.!C5We. 



Jl\jj'ji:&. uuj^t 
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LOCAL SUPKItWTBND£NTS OF SCHOOLS. 

The progress of adueation in tbe new townships has kept pace with the 
advancement in material progresa. In 1866, the schools numbered 14 
in all, and were distributed as follows : — Galway 3, Snowden 4, Minden 5, 
Dy8art2. 

The following Rev. gentlemen have successively filled the office of Local 
Superintendent for the several municipalities named : — 

Rev* John A. Dowler, Boboaygeon. 

Rev. John Vicars, ..Lindsay. 

Rev. William Sheridan Bobcaygeon. 

Rev. William Shortt Bobcaygeon. 

Rev. F. Burt Mmden. 

The last named gentlemen at present fills the dfice. 



CHAPTER XXXI. 



THE BURLEIGH ROAD SETTLEMENT. 

The construction of the Burleigh Colonization road was commenced in 
1860, under the superintendence of the late Mr. Gibson, who had then 
the supervision of these roads througlvout the Province. 

The plan adopted was to let the work of constructing the road in sec- 
tions, of considerable length, to contractors, who were paid on completion 
of the work according to agreement. Mr. James Walsh entered into con- 
tract for the first 23 miles, and Mr. William Lackey for the next section 
of 20 miles. These were the gentlemen with whom the Gt)vemment had 
to deal^ but they subJet portions of the distance to others, whose names 
are not material to this narrative. 

The roads constructed in this manner were far from satisfactory or per- 
manent, and owing to various causes, the contract system was aboli^ed 
on all the Colonization roads, after a trial of a y^ar or two. ^ The plan 
then adopted was to place some competent person in charge of the work, 
who should employ men by the day, superintend their operations, and h% 
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Tesponsible to the department for the result. This system was commenced 
on the Burleigh road during the season of 1865, under John Carroll, Esq., 
who from the beginning of 1864 had been acting as Crown Land Agent 
for this settlement. During the year 1864, the road became utterly im. 
passable, partly from the wearing out of the temporary material used in 
constructing it, but chiefly owing to the destructive fires which swept the 
woods, and burned several of the bridges ; thus rendering the position of 
the settlers, who chiefly resided at its further extremity, at once precarious 
and disheartening. 

In the spring of 1865, the work of repairing the road, — ^it might indeed 
be said of re-constmeting it, — ^was commenced at Burleigh bridge, and was 
prosecuted with vigor. The ^^Burleigh locks," which fill up the south- 
western portion of the township^ are immense boulders of granite, whose 
oval surfaces occupy an area often of half an acre. Over these the ro^d had 
to be carried. This was successfully accomplished by filUng the little valleys 
and interstices between them with solid stone, broken on the surface, thus 
forming an even and perman^t road-way. The burned bridges were 
replaced by excellent timbers, necessarily brought from a distance, 
and in this way, 24 miles were not only rendered passable, but converted 
into an excellent road during 1865. Up to November, 1866, eleven miles 
more were finished, of which eight had been cut out and partiaUy made 
under the old system, while three were entirely new. It is under- 
stood that this road will be continued as far as Peterson's line, and if it is 
to be as really useful as it is expected to be, this should be the case ; 
for its first twenty miles have to be passed over before land of average 
quality is reached, or the prospects of a settlement fairly appear; so 
that the lands best fitted for settlement will be found towards its further 
extremity. 

The entire back country is of the Laurentian or granite formation, 
which passes under Stoney lake, and forms its numerous islets. Occasion- 
al ridges of limestone, however, are found ; and the land, so far as tested 
by practical experience, has proved itself capable of yielding abundant 
crops. 

We pass now to a brief notice of the several townships along the road, 
commencing with 
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TBI TOWNSHIP OF BURLXXOH. 

This township was surveyed as early as 1834, and was reHsrarveyed in 
1864-5 by J. W. Fitzgerald, Esq., P. L. S. The "Burleigh rocks" before 
rehired to, were long a barrier to settlement, and would doubtless remain 
so still, were it not for the road which now enables them to be passed over 
with comparative ease. 

The first settler who ventured beyond these rocky impediments, and 
located himself in the eastern side of Burleigh, was Mr. Giles Stone. 
This was in the year 1861 ; and now, in 1866, the Assessment roll for Bur- 
leigh shows, ratepayers to the number of forty-six in that township alone. 
A number of settkars found their way there in 1862-3, and we proceed to 
give the names of these pioneers, as in the older townships. They were 
Messrs. James Goulboum,. Peter Phelan, Alexander Brown, Atwood 
Brooks, William Oliiford, Edward Sanderson, William Spencer, — Myers, 
Isaac Meers, Ohristopher White, Ephraim Burt, John McConnell, Charles 
Burt and John Goon. 

There is one tavern in Burleigh — that kept by Mr. Peter Phelan. The 
first Post Office was opened in 1864, under the name of " Burleigh," of 
which James Goulbourn, Esq., is Postmaster. The second in 1866, called 
after the member for the county, ''Haultain,** of which Mr. Giles Stone, 
the first settler, is Postmaster. Two school houses were erected in Bur- 
leigh during 1866, one near Mr. Giles Stone's, the other near Mr. 
Burt's. Both of them are hewed logs, and well adapted for the purposes 
intended. 

The first saw mill was erected in Burleigh by James Goulboum, Esq., 
on EeFs creek, in 1863, and a second during the following year on the same 
stream, by Charles J. Vizard, Esq., a gentleman who has contributed much 
to tihe success of the settlement by furnishing employment to the settlers, 
for which they were promptly paid in cash, at a time when they had few 
other resources upon which to depend. During 1866, a small grist mill 
was erected by Mr. Goulboum, and is now in operation. 

Until the present time, Burleigh has been the senior municipality, hav- 
ing the greater number of ratepayers, and it and the adjoining townships 
have been associated together as one municipality. The rapid increase 
of settlers, however, will speedily give rise to two or more corporations, 
amid which Chandos promises to take the Jead, as having now the largest 
population. 
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The chief difficulties with which the early settlers had to contend, were 
owing to the distance which their tnpplies had to be transported, and the 
absence of proper facilities fcr dang so. The summer of 1864 proved 
especially trying. The nnnsnal drought affected their harvests, wlnle the 
destruction of the bridges on the road by fire, and the priu^cai dosiiig up 
of their thoroughfare, bad a« it was, greatly disheart^ed the settlers. The 
destructive firei; swept away the fruits ef the industry ^ 0ome, while the 
non^yment of wages by a subKsontractor disappointed the h^^ies of others ; 
and all these causes togeihery pressed severely upon the infant settlement. 
The difficulties of the position were greater than even during the first 
year, for there were more mouths to fill, with diminished facilities for pro- 
curing the necessary supplies. Three days were usuaUy required for the 
transport of these from Peterborough. The first stage was by a hired 
team to Young's.. Here a canoe or boat was engaged, which when laden 
was paddled up Clear and Stony lakes to Julien's landing, and from this 
point, partly by ox teams, but oftener on their shoulders, the hard earned 
necessaries were carried some miles further, through a bush with barely 
the semblance of a road. 

Fortunately, this state of things was not of lopg continuance. The 
expenditure of money on the road in 1865; the re-opening of their 
thoroughfare ; and the excellent crops of that season, restored confidence 
and hope, and with these the settlement has continued to progress. 

Burleigh waa for several years attached to Dummer for municipal pur- 
poses. The separation took place on the 1st day of January, 1865 ; and 
James Gh)ulboum, Esq., was returned as first Beeve, and took his seat in 
the County Council for that year. In 1866, John Carroll, Esq., Crown 
Land Agent, was chosen Beeve, and ably fulfilled the duties of that 
position. 

A diffieulty exists between this township and the oounty in reference to 
the re-payment of moneys expended by the County Council in the recent 
re-survey of the township, to which further reference need not be made 
here ; and which, it is hoped, will ere long admit of a solution at once 
just to the counly and satisfactory to the ratepayers of Burleigh. 
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THE TOWNSHIP OF AN8XBUTHXE. 

The towndiip of Anstrutber lies immediately in ihe rear of Burleigh ; 
the Colonisation road passbg through its south-east oomer before entering 
the township of Chandos, which bounds it on the east. Anstruiher was 
surveyed in 1859-60 by Geo. A. Stewart, Esq., P. L. 8. 

Among the earliest settlers of this township were Messrs. Thomas 
Stewart, Patrick Breen, William Wilson and sons, Edward S. Hall, D. E. 
Castidy, Charles J. Vizard, Captain Lynch Bloss, Dr. Clegg, Caleb 
Lousley, John Sieen, Philip Lousley, and John Young, most of whom 
found their way there in 1862. 

Mr. D. E. Castidy and Mr. Philip Lousley now keep store in Anstru- 
ther. Mr. Edward S Hall has charge of the "Apsley" Post Office- 
opened in 1865, of which Mr. Charles J. Vizard was first Postmaster. 

Two Union School sections have been formed betweed Anstruther and 
Chandos, in one of which a substantial log school house was erected in 
1866, at a cost of about $150. In the other, which is s^ituated north of 
the Chandos Post Office, an unoccupied dwelling house erected by a settler, 
is temporarily used for this purpose ; a school having been opened there 
by Miss Shcehan in August, 1866. 

A small Wesleyan church was erected in Anstruther during the same year, 
(1866) which is intended for use by the entire settlement. As yet the 
Key. Mr. Sheridan and the Eev. Mr. Gander, of the Methodist church, 
are the only ministers of any denomination who have conducted religious 
services in this settlement. 

Anstruther has two taverns, kept respectively by Mr. Thomas Stewart, 
and Mr. E. S. Hall. 

The remarks made in refei^ence to the difficulties and trials of settle- 
ment, in connection with Burleigh, apply equally to Anstruther, and also 
the next township, vis : — * 



THB TOWNSHIP OF CHANDOS. 

This township has made the most rapid progress of any in the settle^ 
ment. First settled in 1862, the names of fiftynseven ratepayers appear 
on the resident roll for 1866. 

Among the first settlers were Messrs. Heniy J. Maxwell, Samuel Edgar, 
Oomelius Maher, James Young, Billings Eilbum> Michael O'Brien^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



/ 



213 

Patrick, James, Maarioe, John and Daniel O'Brien; Patrick Horan, 
John, Bobert and William Horan, William Morrison, John Finarty and 
Patrick Fmarty. , 

Most of the settlers named in this and the other townships were men of 
families. The first child bom in Chandos was a son of Mr. Billings 
Kilbum, in 1863. Mr. Maxwell, besides his farm, has a general store, 
and is also Postmaster of the ^'Chandos" office. 

As already stated, this and the neighboring townships are all united for 
mnnicipai purposes, but ere long, Chandos will be erected into a separate 
municipality. 

Both this and the adjoining townships are rich in iron, marble and 
other valuable deposits, which only await labor and enterprise to turn to 
profitable account, and greatly to conduce not only to the wealth and 
popuktion of these new settlements, but to the general resources and pros- 
perity of the Province. 



THB TOWNSHIP OP CARDIFF. 

During 1862, the foUowmg settlers found their way into Cardiff, — a 
partly surveyed township in the rear of Chandos : — Messrs. Wheeler Arm- 
strong, George Patterson and Joseph Dunlop. 



CHAPTER XXXII. 



THE INDIAN TRIBES. 

There are in the County of Peterborough the remnant of two bands of 
Indians, both being of the Massasaugua tribe ; the one residing on the 
northern shore of Rice lake, and the other on a projection of the township 
of Smith, which is prominently visible in the upper part of Chemong or 
Mud lake. 

In the year 1818, the Indians of these two bands, surrendered to the 
Government 1,951,000 acres of land in the then Newcastle District; in return 
for which they receive an annuity of $2960, being from $9 to $10 per 
head of their whole population. 
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Tbe New England Company, at an early period, interested itself in the 
temporal and spiritual welfare of tlte Indians ; and have done mucli towards 
the amelioration of their condition, irrespectiye of creed or locality. Their 
agent is inyariably a clergyman of some christian denomination. The 
Rev. Mr. Scott at first acted in this capacity to the Indians of thiscoanty, 
and on his death, in 1837, the Bev. John Gihnour was appointed by the 
company to this charge. Although both of these bands haTe ad<^>ted the 
Methodist £>nn of belief, and are usually supplied by ministers of that 
church/ the Bev. Mr. Gilmour oontbues to visit each TiUage alternately, 
preaching at Eicelake once in four weeks, and at Ghemong lake once in 
two weeks. This is done by means of an interpreter — Mr. James McCue, 
— who resides at Rice lake. 

It is remarkable of both these bands that their natural increase is bare- 
ly sufficient to make good the losses hj death , so that their numbers isain- 
tain an uniformity which could hardly be predicated of any other pec^Ie 
under like circumstances. 

Rice Lake Indians, — According to official returns, published a few 
years ago, the Bice lake Indians occupy 1550 acres of land, of which 1120 
were granted in 1834 <<to Trustees for the benefit of the Indian tribes of 
the Provinee, and with a view to their converidon and civilisation." These 
trustees are, His Lordship, Bishop Bethnne, the Bev. Jdka 3ilmocDr, Oapt. 
Charles Bubidge, B. N., and Bobert Dennistoun, Esq. The Bev. Mark 
Bumham has just been chosen successor to one of their number, who re- 
sides at Kingston. 

The Bice lake Indians subsequently purchased 430 acres of land ; and 
20C more in Otonabee are held in trust for the joint benefit of the Bice 
lake and Mud lake Indians. 

Their village, to which the name of Hiawatha has been given, is pleas- 
antly situated on the norfliem shore of Bice lake, adjacent to the Cobourg 
and Peterborough railway, which passes through a portion of their prop- 
erty. Their land is of excellent quality, and well adapted for agricultural 
pursuits. 

The number of the Bice lake Indians, a few years ago, was in all 145. 
Of late they have digktly diminished. Their village contains 36 houses, 
mostly of togs, atid 13 out-houses. There is a frame church, in which a 
sesident Methodist minister regularly preaches, through the interpreter 
ahready mentioned. An effi)rt is now being made to etect a neat brick 
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churoh, which is likely to prove successful. There are also a sobool house 
and a school teacher's resideooe. The Mefliodist body largely supports 
this school; which is under the Common School system. Its attend- 
ance averages about twenty, a considerable number of which are whites. 

Of late years the New England Company has offered premiums for 
the best crops, and garden vegetables. In 1866, $38.75 were distributed 
in this way as an encouragement to industry. 

Hiawat^ has a Post Office of the same name, and also a small general 
store. 

The Chemong Lake Indians, — This band occupies a tract of 1600 
acres, on a peninsula of the township of Smith. It is deeded to the New 
Eng^d Company, in fee simple, in trust, for the b^efit of the Indians. 
About 200 acres are cleared. This was done by the company, who in 
former years attempted to farm it. This system has been discontinued^ 
and the land is now divided into little plots for the use and occupation of 
each family separately. 

During the last thirty years, they have increased about two per cent ; 
and in 1865 their entire population was 140. They have now 14 ox 15 
houses. Their soil is less fertile than that of the Bice lake IndiaiMi ; and 
they cultivate it but sparingly, finding their chief occupation in bunting 
and fishing. They shew but little disposition to imitate the husbandry 
and thrift of the whites, and even that useful animal, the cow, is compara- 
tively rare among them, the Chemong lake Indians have a good church, 
a frame building, on a stone foundation, and besides the regular ministrsr 
tioQS of the Bev. Mr. Oiknour, tbey are visited periodically by the resident 
Methodist minister at Lakefield. They have a day school, mik an average 
of about 20 pupils, to which is attached a boarding house, in which about 
ten young Indians, male and female, of from 8 to 14 years of age, are fed) 
clothed and taught. A few of these are from the Eice lake band. From 
1838 until 1843, their school was conducted by James Edwards, Esq., 
our present Town Clerk ; and during the laat 16 or 17 years, it has been 
under &e able superintendence of Mr. and Mrs, Schofield. 

A small farm is carried on in connection with the school, on which 
enough is raised materially to aid in its maintenance^ and to feed 45 
sheep and a few cows; which in their turn prove sources of profit to their 
owners. 
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CHAPTER XXXIII. 
PETERBOROUGH VOLUNTEER FOKCB. 

THE BOLL OF HONOB ! 



The following are the names of tLe o£Eicers and privates of the several 
companies of Peterborough Volunteers, who rushed to arms in June, 1866, 
for the defence of the Province against Fenian invasion : — 

PSTEBBOBOUGH BIFLB OOMPANT. 

Captain Edwin Poole,* Lieutenant H. C. Rogers,* Endgn Theo- 
dore B. Clementi,* Color-Sergeant William Johnson,* Sergeants William 
Logan, J. I. Davidson*, Thomas Burke*, Corporal Edward Cookson,* 
Gkorge Stevenson, Erasmus Green,* Bugler Edward Green^ 

Privates David Amott, Henry Anderson, Douglass G. Bell, David 
Breeze, William Clifford, John Craig, Richard P. Cook, George Hasle- 
hurst, Robert Donnelly*, Henry Eastland, GeorgiB Fisher, John Green, 
Peter Gifford, A. G. Gilbert, John Irwin, George Kingdon, Hiram Lith- 
gow, George H. May, John Madden, Hugh McMann, John McMillan, 
Henry McNeil, John MoWilliams, Samuel Montgomery, James Roseboro, 
Thomas C. NichoUs, William F. Orde, John Roche, John Montgomery, 
Thomas Rutherford^ John Sawers, Robert J. Stutt, Alfred Schofield, Geo. 
Stenton, Edward Tully, Rbbert Thompson, Egerton Walton, William 
English, David English, F. H. Knapp, Samuel Montgomery, H. Nesbett, 
D. McFarlane, 



PETBBBOBOUGH INFANTBY COMPANY NO. 1. 

Captain John Kennedy*, Lieutenant William N. Kennedy*, Ensign 
John W. Kennedy,* Color-Sergeant Alexander Morrow, Sergeants Wil- 
liam McDonnell, Jaknes C. Kennedy, and John W. Bell. Corporals 
Joseph Graham, Esekiel James Nesbett, William Langford, Charles H. 
Sweeting. Lance Corporals George B. Perry, William E. James, John 
W. Miller, Harry Rush, John Mclntyre. Bugler Harry Philp. 

* Promoted, temporarily, during active service. 
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Privates John Alexander, William Anthony, William F. Armstrong, 
John ArmBtrong, Peter Amott, James H. Albro, Robert Boswell, 
John £. Barnes, James Brickly, Orlando Clarke, George Cronn, Lewis 
De Einnej, Edward B. Edwards, Thomas Fisher, Robert Ferguson, 
William E. Geegan, Henry T. Oleeson, Samuel Glass, Henry Glovtr, 
Isaac Hodge, William Hodge, Matthew Johnston, Isaac Kennedy, Patrick 
Kennedy, Dawson Kennedy, John Kiley, John King, David L. Law*, 
Alfred Law, Wm. Larmer, William Lundy, John Matchett, Montgomery 
Neithercut, John Norton, Richard Purser, Geo. B. Palmer, John Rush*, 
Frank Rickey, Richard Sanderson, William Scollie, Joseph Schofield, 
William Stevens, Francis Ware, Bgerton Whitfield, John Winterbottom, 
Daniel Perry, Lewis Young, Thomas McCauley, Newoombe Loueks, 
Fred. Mitchell, Joseph H. Kennedy*, (Military School) Drill Instructor. 

* Promoted, temporarily, during active service. 



ASHBURNHAM LIGHT INPANTKY COMPANY. 

This Company was called to the front in March, 1866, at which time 
Major R. D. Rogers was Captain, H. T. Strickland, Lieutenant, and J. Z. 
Rogers, Enagn. Major Rogers and Lieutenant Strickland having soon 
after resigned, the several commissions were held as follows at the period 
of active service in June, 1866 : — 

Captain J. Z. Rogers, Acting-Lieutenant R. Z. Rogers, Entign John 
Bumham, (since promoted to be Lieutenant. Sergeants C. W. Gage, 
Thomas Armstrong, William S. Deacon, Charles Philp, George Brown. 
Corporals Walter Ainsley, John Gow, Evans J. Hair. 

Privates James Armstrong, William Armstrong, John C. Baker, David 
Brownlee, James Baxter, David Brown, Thomas Brown, William Bab- 
eock^, Thomas Cathcart, Robert Campbell, Duncan Campbell, Thomas 
Crawford, J. D- Collins, Jas. Clegg, C. S. Dudman*, (now Ensign) Thos. 
Douglass, William Douglass, Jesse Grey, Robert Graham, Edward H. 
Gahan, John Haggart, Robert W. HaU, James Hair, Job Humphries, 
James Johnston, Philip Jackson, John Kempt, Irwin King, Charles 
Kirby, Joseph Kirby, John Law, Peter Launderville, William Lucas, 
Richard Lean, John Lynn, John Mowry, John Middleton, Wm. B. S. 

* Since promoted. 

29 
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Metthias, William McGregor, Sr., William McGr^r, Jr., David McKin- 
ley, Thomas McQuoi, Matthew McCue, Thomas Patterson, Harry Rich- 
ardson, Chas. Ruhidge, Fred. Rubidge*, R. M. Shephard, Geo. Stetham, 
Sidney Smith, Jr., David Scott, James Tighe, Joseph Valoisc, Robert 
Wright, William Whitla, Stewart Wright. 

^ Since promoted. 

LAKEFIELD INFANTRY COMPANY. 

Captain Edward Leigh, Lieutenant Charles Bowker, Ensign George 
Shejqpee, Assistant-Surgeon Alexander Bell, Hospital Sergeant Geoi^ 
SheiEeld. Sergeants William Sha]*pe, Alexander Tharp, David Rae, 
Henry Mellor. Corporals John Todd, Samuel Jamieson, Thomas 
Gordon, Joseph Ball. 

Privates Frank Bowker, Chas. Bayley, George Bolton, William Brum- 
me], Robert Cassidy, John Carveth^ John Crawford, Alexander Fairbairn, 
Albert Frost, John Fitzgerald, Alexander Fitzgerald, Edward Fitzgerald, 
Isaac Garbutt, Thomas Biill, David Hillman, Edward Hunter, William 
Hunter, John Jeffry, Adam Knox, William Leonard, David Lynn, Wil- 
liam Maidens, David Mann, Charles Portsmouth, Mark Porter, George 
Pottles, George Ray, William Sage, John Stewart, Thomas Wallace, W. 
Wallace, John Watson, Augustus Wiggin, Andrew Wilson, Edward 
Wiifcins, John Staples. 



OTHER VOLUNTEBR COMPANIES. 



The following arc the names of officers and privates of other Volunteer 
Companies in the Town and County, organized since June, 1866, who 
have not yet been called to active service; but who, on an emei^ency, 
would no doubt exhibit the same alacrity to meet the foe, and the same 
heroism at the post of danger, which characterized the officers and men 
of the Companies already enumerated : — 

PETERBOROUGH INFANTRY COMPANY NO. 2. 

Captain, The Hon. Sidney Smith, Lieutenant Jacob Green, M. S., 
Ensign Henry H. Smith, M. S., Color-Sergeant Alfred Leach, Sergeants 
Sidney Smith, Jr., Hugh D. Stoddart, William J. Green. Corporals 
Wesley Morrow, Alex. Gillespie, Christopher Armstrong, John Patterson. 
Bugler Benjamin J. Green, Jr. 
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I^rivatesi John A. W. HattoD, James Haggai't, William Blatchford, 
John Campbell, Robert Craig, Thomas Tremaine, William Campbell, Jas. 
Fox, John C«merie, Wm. Green, Wm. Taylor, James Kinmouth, John 
Kinmouth, James Lang, James L. Hughes, Thomas Tate, Wm. C. Holy- 
well, Porterfield Wareham, Fredk. Scobell, Robert Lee, Gordon Wright, 
Walter Seal, George Caimes, Thomas McKee, George McComb, Richard 
Reid, James Graham, Joseph Graham, Samuel Seens, James JohBSton, 
Daniel Milliken, James McGomb, John Kent, Edward Eastland, Thomas 
Simpson, Thomas Oakley, Robert Wilson, Isaac Nurse, John Smith, 
Robert Reid, Benjamin White, Wm. Chambers, Charles L. Coulter, Peter 
Londerville. 



NORWOOD INFANTRY COMPANY. 

Captain Robert Wigmore*, Lieutenant Thomas M. Grovcr, Ensign H. 
Matthew Vars. Color-Sergeant Thomas F. Riggs, Sergeants Thos. H. * 
Dewart, R. H. HcGiU, Corporals A. Morrison, Thomas P. Pearce, M. 
Nicoll. Bugler Thomas Fraser. 

Privates Robt. Adams, W. Andrews. J. Andrews, J. Bannon, F. Bate- 
son, C. Buck, James Calder, — Comstock, John Cunningham, Alexander 
Foster, Wm. Glynn, John Harper, Jr., — Hewson, James Higgins, John 
Higgins, — Humphries, Wm. Hutcheson, — Jakes, - — Lynn, Bristow 
Moffat, Jr., John Murray, Robt. McCasky, — McFadden, Jas. McLaugh- 
lan, R. H. McLaughlan, Duncan McLaughlan, John McPherson, — Nicoll, 
Edward Patterson, Alexander Patterson, — Perie, James Rae, Jesse 
Robertson, John Scott, C. Smith, W. Seabrooks, E. Southworth, Mat- 
thew Switzer, — Wassen, A. Wigmore, S. Wigmore, William Williamson, 
David Fitzpatrick, J. W. Pearce, — Bannon, William McCasky. 

* Since deceased, and Lieutenant Grover promoted to be Captain. 



HASTINGS INFANTRY COMPANY. 

Captain Henry Fowlds, Lieutenant Henry H. Humphries, Ensig^i 
Robert Huston. 

Privates Wm. McConnell, J. A. Howard, J. C. Brown, Joseph A. Fife, 
H.VB. Morton, Henry Bently, John Mason, Thos. Learmouth, Daniel Huff, 
29* 
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Isaac Thorns, J. C. Fraser, Hugh Collins, James Camphell, W. J. Hariison^ 
M. 0. Clarke, S. J. Kemp, Thomas McKee, S. D. Griffis, M. R.Elmhirst, 
Harry Morton, Andrew Collbs, Thomas W. Carr, J. E. Hilton, Thomas 
McMillen, Paul Huflf, WiUet C. Potter, George W. Bush, John Shears, 
John O'Regan, A. M. Cuffe, H. S. West, Cornelius Huycke, John Pitt, 
Wm. M. Boyd, A. Flemmmg, John Brick, S. West, William Hill, Thps. 
E. Lobb, Thos. Gilchrist, Warner Lobb, Geo. Green, Wm. Ferry, Henry 
Clarke, Keuben Wannamaker, Rosh W. Harrison, Daniel Tierney, N. D. 
Robertson, John Lobb, John Brakenridge, David Anderson, John Teviot- 
dale, Urton Hill, Carleton Clifford, Richard Stewart. 



SPRINOVILL>: INFANTRY COMPANY. 

(Japtain John Dundas, Lieutenant Allan Cathcart, Ensign Wm. McCairius^ 
Sergeants William Mclndoo, Samuel Graydon, Edward Archer, Carporale^ 
Hugh B. Mehany, David Walsh, John W. Seany. Bugler Cornelius Mahony. 

Privates John Armstrong, Robert Alliater, James Atchinson, David At- 
chinson, William Bennet, Francis Beavis, William Bone, Eichard Coe, Adam 
Douglas, Robert Dvnlop, Thomas Dunlop, David Dewart, James Eastwood, 
WilUftm Fisher, Valentine Fair, James Ferguson, Edward Gent, Andrew 
Goodfellow, William Goodfellow, James Howden, John Howden, Robert 
Huston, William Lytle, Thomas liytle, John Little, James Mahony, Hugh 
Meharry, William McNeil, James MoCamus, Moses McCamus, Wm. McBain, 
Charles McCall, Robert McBrien, Richard McBrien, George Muncrief, John 
Pake, William Patterson, John Smyth, ijdward Shields, John Shields, Wm. 
Trotter, George Trotter, Edward Taylor, David Wright, John Wright, Thos. 
Wright, Arthur White, Thomas Whitfield. 



Digitized by 



Google 




THE PU5LIC LANDS 

OF 

CANADA, 

The Public Lands of Canada are sold by local Crown Land Agents in 
the ^yeral Counties mi Pislricts, to whom applications for purcbase by 
intending settlers ahpuld be made. With some few exceptions they are 
sold in Upper Canada for cash at 70 cents an acre, and on time at one 
dollar, an acre ; and in Lower Canada at from 20 to 60 ijcnts, one-fifth to be 
paid at the time of sale, and the remaiuing four-fifths in four equal annual 
instalments, with interest at 6 per cent, on the unpaid purchase money. 

These sales are made subject to settlement dt^ty, and to current timber 
licenses for the year. Purchasers of Public Laadsnot under lioense, being 
actual settlers with certain improvements, can obtain license from the 
respective Crown Land Agents, or Crown Timber Agents^ to cut and dis- 
pose of the timber growing on the lots purchased by them \ the vvdue of 
the timber so out and disposed of being applied iopayuei^t of the purchase 
money due the Crown. . : j - 



CKOWN TIMBEPt REG0LATIONS. . 

The sale and management of timber on the Public Lands are ^vemed 
by the Statute, Con. Stats, of Canada, 22 Vic. Cap. 23, and by the Reg- 
ulations under it, saufjtioncd by His Excellency the Governor General in 
Council. Licenses for vacant berths are offered for sale at PubliCAuction 
on such dates as the Commissioner of Crown Lands may fix by Public 
Notice, at an upset price of four dollars a square mile, or other rate as he 
may fix, and are awarded to the highest bidder making immediate pay- 
ment. See the Regulations themselves for information as to ground rent, 
nize of berths, renewals, forfeitures, rates of duty on Timber, &c. 
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WOODS AND FORESTS. 

Department of Crown Lands. 

Ot^tawa, ^ih ^y, IS^. 

Witfi reference to the CrowQ Timber Regulations of the 13th June, 
1866, notice is hereby given that the following Officers arc the Crown 
Timber ^ents duly authorised for the granting of Timber Licenses, and 
the collecting of Timber Eevenue, to whom all applications for snch Li- 
censes or Renewals of Licenses within the respective A^ncies should be 
addressed. 

A. J. Russell, OttaewA, for the Upper Ottawa Territory. 

J. F. Way, BeHcvffle, fcr the Ontwio Temtory, 

J. R. Nash, Toronto, lor the Huron ,and Superior and Feninaola of 
Canada West Territories. 

C. E. Belle, Montreal, for tiic Lower Ot^a Territory. 

A. Bubord, Three Rivers, for the St. Maunoe Territory. 

6. J. Nagle, St. Hyacinthe, for the St. Francis Tierntory. 

G. Duberger, Chicoutimi, for the-Saguenay Territory. 

C. Dawson, Riyip|r|^ ^dji ffff\P .f^ Bf?, Qpftnty ,pf Temiscouta, for th« 
Chaudiere and Madawaska Territory. 

C. T. Pjl^h&y ^ijpis ;Pjst9les, for th« LQwer St. Lawrence Territory. 

^..^, )^pge,,C^eton, County of Bop^nycnture, for the Bai des Cha- 
le^rs Tei;ritpr^. 

A. CAMPl^ELL, Comiaissioner. 
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MINERAL LANDS. 

Department of Cr'6^?} Land6, 

Ottawa^ 13th July, 1866. 
Regulations for the sale of Mineral Lnndi^ approved by HIb Excel- 
lency the Gov«¥ii<)r O^^al' in ConiMl* 

1. that eai^ rbgufair ttltflifg ttaot ih tngilffyi^ed' tcniiory riUill cotosiBt 
of blocks of two htindfed or (Sm hundred a«i«0. 

2. That the dimensions of each regular mining tract of four, hundred 
acres be forty chains in front by one hundred chains in depth, and smaller 
tracts, except on bikes and ri^^s, ia the sam^ proportMi* Tbe boaifcigs of 
thQouttiilc^toba'N0t!lli.|iip4.%ttth^.a^^ afid .\yeiL Astronomically, 
in th^ upc^^nked tefritories in Upper Canada and parallel to the outlines 
of the townships elsewhere. 

3. That mining tracts bordering upon lakes and rivers shall" have their 
froulage upOn.sudi wajt^s^ a^ b^ILN sutii^t in all cp^ to th<^ public 
rights in navigable or floatable waters; andthat mining^ tracts, so situated, 
shall have a mean depih oi oiie hundred chains backlrbtn sUch' river or 
like, (exchisive of road alfowdn<ife of one cKriirt in' i^ittfU; wHidiskWt be 
reserved along the margin of such river or lake,) in conformity with the 
above mentioned bearings. 

4. Tliat mining tracts in unsurveyed territory shall be surveyed by a 
Provirictal Land Surveyor, afnd connected with some knoi^rii' pdittt in pre- 
vious surveys, (so that the traet may 6e laid dow*ii on tlwf offitbe miips of 
the territory) at the cost of the applicants, who shall be required to furnish 
with their application tile sUtveyoi^'s pldn, Md tt^s, and descrijptions 
thereof in accordance wifii the foregoing regulilttea^, ansl to tbedattafaction 
of the Departii^ent, a^d pssy the price of one dollar per acre into the De- 
partment of Crown Lands at the time of making application. 

5. That in surveyed townships, lots presenting indications of minerals, 
be sold oh the above conditions, but at not less than one dollar per ac^re 
in any township, £ind at the saine prii:;e as the other lands in the towBship 
when it is more than one dollar per acre. 

G. That mining lands In surveyed townships be sold by the local agents 
for cash, but all lands in unsurveyed territory shall be sold by ffiie fi^pattment. 

7. The above re^rulafions do not apply to min^s* of gold an^ silvbr. 

^ GOLD AND SILVER. 

8. That in selling the lands in the gold mining division^, the Deport- 
ment is to discriminate a^s f^ as practicable between purchasers for. actual 
settlement, bona fide , !ind those for mining or speculative purposes ; selling 
to the former for tile present prices and terms, (subject to ah increase to 
$2 an acre. Under the orfer of 8th August, 18^4, when actuaHy Woi^kod 
for gold,) find to the laiter for one d<iiiar an acr& — cash. 

9. That in all Letters Patent for lands, the clause reserving all mines 
of gold and silver be omitted. 

10. All previous regulations inconsistent with the above are cancelled. 

A. CAMPBELL, Commissioner. 
.33* 
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PABBT SOr>T> SETTLEMEyT. 

LaiUmiU about that of Motttrml, 
TbePaR7Soo]idI)ninetBajbedeKiibed as cvbnci^g tbat sectioD 
of oonntiy bounded bjFreMdi river on the North; the Bonasean asdNi 
pbmg Bond line OB the Sot; Lakes BoosawL St. JoaqOu and other 
smaller lakes atretehimr to Ibe Sonth: and the waten* of the Georgian Btj 
on theWe!(t. 

This section containing a faujge proportion of very &ir land fit for set- 
tlement A foad line has been e^dored and earefhllj located, leadii^ iu 
almost a direct line from the head of RooRseau Lake to the month of 
Sonth riyer at Lake NipL«$dng; called the Bonsseau and Nipissing foad. 

A road line forming a junction with the Mnskoka road, and interseeting 
the BoosBeau road close to the 4ake of that name, .and continoing in a 
North-West direction to the village of Panj Sound, called the Pany 
Sound road. 

A road line from Parry Sound in a Northerly dii-ection cros^^ the 
Maganetewan and French rivers, and continued to form a junction with 
the Great Northern road at Waddells milk. 

These lines, and the explorations connected thei-ewith, Lave developed 
large tracts of land well calculated for succeasful agricultural settlement. 
<)n the Parry Sound road grant lots have been surveyed throughout, and 
the following Townships, bordering u^n or embraciog the road, have been 
.sub-divided, namely, — Watt. Cardwell. Humphrey, Foley and McDougall. 

Tbe Township of Watt is almost entirely settled, and along the whole 
length of the road, and in tbe other Townships named, settlement is ac- 
tively progressing. This road has been opened and completed for travel 
in a substantial and superior manner, so that Lake Kousseau can be 
• readily reached from tbe Sound, and vice versa in one day's travel. 

(jn the first line named, road operations were commenced last season » 
and it is expected the ensuing summer will witness its completion as fai* 
as the Maganetewan river. On this river the land is unusually good. It 
is described as a rich loamy clay, coveretl with fine hardwood, free from 
stones, and unbroken by ridges and ravines. Further on the line also, 
iair average and superior land exists in very large proportions, so much so, 
that the good land is described as embracing a proportion of from seventy 
to seventy-five per cent, of the whole. 



Digitized by 



Google 



The Norihem road passes through some tracts of excellent" land, and 
settlement is fast proceeding in this direction also. 

The facilities afforded for ingress to this contitry are unusually great. 
In the summer season the intending settler has the choice of three routes. 
He can proceed from Toronto to CoUingwood by rail, and thence by 
steamboat every Monday, direct to Parry Sound, the latter distance being 
about seventy miles'. At Parry Sound there is already the nucleus of a 
handsome and thriving village, with mills, stores and church. This is one 
terminus of the Parry Sound road which here crosses the Seguin river by 
a handsome and substantial truss bridge, and enters the main street of the 
villi^e. Mr. Beatty, the proprietor of the mill, and the founder of the 
village resides here, and offers liberally every assistance in his power to in- 
dustrious settlers. Abundant supplies of clothing, provisions, and imple- 
ments are also to be found here, which can be had at Toronto prices, with^ 
the addition of freight charges. 

Mr. Wakefield, the Crown Land Agent for the District, also resides 
here. 

The second route is from Toronto to Bell Ewart by rail, from thence to 
Orillia and Washago mill, at the foot 'of lake Couchiching, by steamboat, 
thence fourteen miles by stages running daily to Muskoka bay on the lake 
of the same name, and thence by Mr. Cockburn's new and excellent 
steamer to tbB Indian village at the narrows between the above lake and 
lake Bousseau, and thence by open boats to the Eousseau and Parry 
Sound roads. 

The third route is by the above line as far as Washago, thence by the 
Muskoka and Pany Sound roads to the head of Rousseau lake, and 
thence 22 miles to Parry Sound. 



Digitized by 



Google 



a. 

L 

H 

m 
< 
ft 

O 






Seventy cents cashj or $1 by in&talm^nts. a fl 'i 

« <y S 











^ ^ a 



i" i" i" s" 

I-H 00 ^ c^ 



^ S ^ i^ 8^ 

rH C5 «-< C^ r-l 



^ 



I ^ 

"a go 

I I 



1 
S 



1 



a 



■S 



I I 




I 
I 



a 






•I i 

<^ «jH Oi 



fi p^ pui S c^ 



I s 

S 2 .. 

^ ^ ,^ 

^ w w 



^ J 



i 



o 






•I I 



1 1 



I 




P4 






■S 

I 



PM 



4P 

>< 



•a 



s 



Pk 



1 



2 -f^ 

II 



Digitized'by 



Google 



AS 

H 
A* 



a - - - - 



si 



•O »ft 

1-1 op 
CI 



oo §5 S ^ CO 



-^ 

-^ 

li 

L 

EH 

o 

Q 

o 






I 



g 



i i 



i 



I 1 



A* o O S © -0 -^ 



I 




^■f w w W 



i 



a 12 



^ J ■ ^ -S i§ 

i 1 I > ^ i 

-S 2 ^ fl © 9 

M S ^ £ 'S 1=3 

o o- ^ ctJ >3 <1 






I 




■ Digitized by 



Google 



GOOD 

FARMING LANDS 

IN 

CANADA WEST, 

AT 

ONE DOLLAR PER ACRE. 



GREAT 



Advantages Offered to Settlers. 

y For p^artculars . apply to 

^ C. J. BLOMFIELI), 

Secretary Canadian Land and Emigration Oompctny,^ 
; Toronto Bank Buildings, 

TORONTO, C. W. 

Toronto, January 2nd, 1867. 
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This book should he returned to 
th© Library on or before the last date 
stamped below. 

A fine of five Qcnts a day is inot 
by retaining it beyond the spec 
time. 

Pleas© return promptly. 
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